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Alachua Bob
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Male Bobcat   |   DOB 1988?

Arrived at Big Cat Rescue 2/4/03

If I had to be an animal, I would want to be 
a bobcat. They are fearless, adaptable, 
resilient and far stronger than you would 
expect from a 25-pound cat. They are 
being hunted for their pelts and sport 
despite their very important role in keeping 
the rat and vermin populations in 
check. They are being pushed from their 
homes by urban sprawl and often are killed 
or permanently injured when crossing busy 
roads to access their hunting grounds. This 
is when they enter my life.

A call comes in late on a Monday in 2003 from the West End Animal Hospital in Alachua 
County. A couple of saintly (and amazingly brave) individuals discovered an adult, male 
bobcat that had been hit by a car and lived to tell the tale. The cat wasn’t going to live 
much longer though, and had crawled in a hole to die. He was in such bad shape that the 
Good Samaritans were able to load him up in a dog carrier and drive him to the local vet 
who was known to take in wildlife. Vets who are willing to take in non-paying customers, 
who seem all but grateful for the care, are rare enough indeed.

X-rays showed the pelvis to be shattered with little or no hope of full recovery. Setting a 
broken bone is one thing, but the recovery time that a wild animal needs in order to be 
back at peak performance before being released can take months and very few facilities 
are equipped for long term care. The vet assistant called Big Cat Rescue to see if there 
was any chance that “Alachua Bob” could come to Tampa for recovery. She explained that 
the bobcat’s injuries were such that he might never be able to hunt and run due to his 
obvious advanced age and the extent of his fractures. If he had to live a life in captivity, 
she knew there was no place closer to living free than Big Cat Rescue.
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As is the case with sanctuaries, all of our cages are already full of cast offs created mostly 
by the insanity of the pet trade. There are never enough funds to care for all of the animals 
that are in need. We have to turn away more than 300 big cats every year due to the lack 
of space and funding to properly care for them. There is nowhere else to go.

Alachua Bob got lucky and was delivered to our gates the next morning. Overnight, staff 
and volunteers transformed an old chicken coup into temporary living quarters with lots of 
places to hide and lots of soft hay. Room service delivers specially prepared meals to try 
and simulate the bobcat’s typical prey of rats and rabbits. He doesn’t have to drag his old 
and aching body for miles to reach water now because it’s just a paw’s reach away. He 
doesn’t have to know the agony of starving to death if he can’t catch his own food. He 
doesn’t have to be another victim of 
man’s inhumanity.

Alachua Bob at age 24 -->

You can help Alachua Bob and others 
like him. You can help put an end to the 
surplus of large exotic cats needing 
sanctuary by putting a stop to people 
profiteering from them in the pet trade.  
Take action at the link at left called Cat 
Laws.

Stopping the overpopulation problem at it’s root enables wildlife rehab facilities such as 
Big Cat Rescue to devote more space and funds to native wildlife like Alachua Bob. You 
can also help by volunteering, sponsoring an animal here or touring the facility. Your 
donations will enable us to provide Alachua Bob with the more expensive, whole prey diet 
he requires, his continued vet care, and if he cannot be released, the construction of a 
1200 square foot Cat-A-Tat full of trees and shrubs and lots of great places to hide.  
Donations can be mailed to 12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL 33625

Update: 7/2003 Alachua Bob looked ready for release, so he was transferred to a much 
larger Cat-A-Tat to be sure he could climb the hills and trees in the enclosure and to be 
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certain that he could catch his own food. Unfortunately, the vet has determined that his 
limp that is still keeping him from being able to run. The chicken that he was supposed to 
dispatch has now become his “pet”. The good news is that he loves to swim and is 
utilizing the pool to work his legs in a manner that we did not think likely.

Update: 12/30/2007 Alachua Bob is still doing well, but never has recovered enough to 
run.  The chicken crowed all the time and made all of us, including Alachua Bob, crazy so 
we gave it away.

You can help feed me HERE: http://bigcatrescue.org/donate/ 

Dr. Wynn checking on Alachua Bob  
because he required extensive 

veterinarian care in 2010. -->

2014 Update: Alachua Bob moved 
into a new Cat-a-tat this past week 
where he will be close to the rehab 
area and may be able to swap 
some tall tales with the rehab 
bobcats. He also has a huge new 
cave that is 8 feet by 10 feet under 
a mound of earth, so it's cool in the 
summer and warm in the winter and 
gives him a place from which to 
watch us without being seen.
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Alexander
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Male Bobcat  |   DOB 5/13/94

Alexander’s father was supposed to be a sterile first 
generation hybrid so we did not expect Alexander. 

Alex is one of our more friendly and outgoing bobcats. 
Whenever keepers are near, he will get right up and begin 
to follow their movements watching with intense curiosity. 

Alex was placed with Windsong, who was more reserved 
than he. His enthusiasm was contagious and soon 
Windsong became friendly towards keepers as well. 
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Alex is also a bit of a clown and will often do silly things like pouncing at a pile of leaves or 
a stick on the ground for no apparent reason other than to get a chuckle from anyone who 
may be watching at the time. After four years of living together with Windsong, the two 
surprisingly produced Windstar. Although these hybrids are supposed to be sterile, all of 
our bobcat hybrids were immediately neutered to prevent any more accidents.

Alexander was raised with Willow and Natasha, both Siberian Lynx.
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Anasazi
3



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 4/22/02 Earth Day   |   Arrived at Big Cat Rescue 5/20/02

On May 20,2002 Big Cat Rescue received a call from an animal clinic in Ruskin, FL about 
a bobcat. A local resident had supposedly seen a bobcat cub in her yard all by itself, 
fearing that the mother had abandoned it or had been hit by a car, she caught it and 
brought the dehydrated kitten in. After giving the cub fluids the clinic called us and we 
agreed to come and pick up the kitten.

The bobcat cub was very sweet. She purred anytime she was picked up. She was about 
4-5 weeks old and was obviously hand raised. A kitten her age from the wild would be a 
hissing spitfire.

We had some tests done on her, only to find out that she was very sick with all kinds of 
worms and bacteria. She immediately went onto vitamins and medication and started to 
eat a specially prepared ground meat diet.

She made a full recovery and is the definition of rambunctious.  When Ana was old enough 
she began to share a share a Cat-A-Tat and a 
life with Will the bobcat. They have been 
spayed and neutered and will live out their 
lives together. 

When ever possible, we try to pair cats 
together so that their lives in captivity will be 
enriched by the company of one another. 
However some of our cats are just determined 
that they would rather live alone.

Anasazi loves the platform that the Holley’s 
made for her and Will. --->
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Moses and Anasazi

10



Andi
4



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 4/22/97   |   Arrived at Big Cat Rescue  11/30/01

Andi and her two mates, a male and female bobcat, were bred for display at the 
Tennessee National Zoo, but were never used because they were very shy and hid from 
the public.

The three bobcats grew up together in a holding facility at the zoo. When we 
rescued Nikita the lioness, the zoo asked Big Cat Rescue to take the three bobcats as 
well. The male, Rocky, was neutered and the trio lived together for many years at the 
sanctuary.

Sadly Rocky passed away several years after their rescue. With out Rocky in charge of the 
bobcat group Sierra and Andi resorted to fighting for the dominant position in their duo. 
Their fighting continued so they were separated and now live in their own 
spacious enclosures where they can be their own bosses.

Andi Bobcat Peeking Around Tree at Big 
Cat Rescue by Jamie Veronica --->
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Angelica
5



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 9/6/1995   |   Arrived at Big Cat Rescue 5/14/10

 Angelica a female bobcat 
was rescued in May of 
2010 because her owner 
was in foreclosure and 
unable to keep her any 
longer. Despite having the 
intention of caring 
for Angelica for her entire 
life, personal 
circumstances had 
changed and this little 
bobcat became a victim to 
them. Luckily we had the 
space and took her in. We also contracted with her owner to prohibit her from obtaining an 
exotic cat as a pet ever again. By requiring owners to sign this agreement we are not only 
providing a home for one unwanted cat, but also preventing future unwanted cats. No 
matter what the intentions, exotic cats do not make good pets and are often discarded at 
a young age.
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Angie
6



Female  |  DOB 1/1/93  Arrived at 
Big Cat Rescue 1/9/98

Angie’s owner brought her and two 
cougars to Easy Street in January 
of 1998 saying that his county had 
changed their ordinances on 
keeping wildlife and asked if we 
would look after them while he 
moved and built new cages.

After being here nearly two years, 
we went ahead and built her a new 
cat-a-tat and as you can see from the photo she began enjoying her new found freedom.

See photos of Angie bobcat going to the 
dentist again. http://bigcatrescue.org/today-
at-big-cat-rescue-july-29-2013/ 
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Angie Bobcat Goes To The Dentist

Catching Angie Bobcat
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Sponsor Angie here http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/
Detail
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Apache
7



Male Bobcat   |   Date of Birth: 5/5/95   |   Rescued  6/6/95

Apache came to Big Cat Rescue on June 
6,1995. His previous owner saw him urinate 
on the carpet and decided that having a 
bobcat as a pet was not the best idea. 
Apache shares a large Cat-A-Tat with 
Divinity.

He is one of the shyest in the bunch and is 
always leary of keepers that approach his 
enclosure. He can be quickly won over 
however with a few tasty treats.

Apache looks very different from the other 
bobcats he lives with, his coat is very light 
and his eyes are blue-gray.

Apache’s Tippy Toe Greeting -->

<--Divinity and Apache 
bobcats telling Selena 
who is hiding that it is OK
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<-- Apache reaching 
out... “Come just a 
little closer, Mr. Duck.”

Sponsor Apache 
here http://
www.bigcatrescue.biz/
servlet/the-995/Bobcat-
Sponsorship/Detail
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Bobcat Apache Loves His Spice Bag

Fur Farm Rescue Kitten From 1995
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Bailey
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Female Bobcat   |   DOB 5/13/03?   |   Rescued 6/4/03

Bailey’s mother was possibly a native Florida Bobcat who was killed in Odessa.  That or 
she was a pet that was abandoned. Lost and alone little Bailey wandered out in search of 
the mother who would never return and was discovered by a local woman about the same 
time as she was being discovered by a hawk.  The woman rushed to her rescue and 
thinking she was a feral cat, she called the animal shelter.  The woman called Big Cat 
Rescue to see if there was anything we could do to save the tiny kitten, who was only 

about 5 or 6 weeks old, from being 
euthanized.  We picked her up and will 
provide her with a home for the rest of her 
expected 20 years.

Because she had only had a few weeks with 
her mother, she did not have the skills and 
training that would have taken her mom one 
to three years to impart.  Without her 
mother’s guidance in such critical areas as 
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how to feed herself, how to defend herself and how to hide from man Bailey would not 
have survived a week in the wild.  Because of being handled by so many people during 
her stay in the shelter, she was not a 
candidate for release back to the wild.  If she 
were to find herself hungry and unable to 
hunt, she wouldn’t know that approaching a 
human would mean certain death. Because 
there was no way to verify her origins she 
could not be released, since it is illegal to 
release a non native exotic animal.

It is sad to think that Bailey will never be able 
to roam free and make her own choices.  It is 
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even sadder still to know 
that more and more 
animals are being killed 
and orphaned as urban 
sprawl gobbles up the 
fields and forests that 
are home to so many 
wondrous creatures.  
The following year we 
had our first rehab and 
release of a native 
bobcat kitten.  

Read Faith’s Story: 
http://bigcatrescue.org/
a-baby-bobcat-named-faith/ 

VIDEO: Bobcats in Love http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=4auTyqQr2X8 

Sponsor Bailey http://
www.bigcatrescue.biz/
servlet/the-995/Bobcat-
Sponsorship/Detail
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Moses & Bailey in 
2011 -->
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Bailey & Moses got a new overhead tunnel. Bailey was the first to check it out.

VIDEO: Bobcat Tunnel http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=DNGGEzw9l_Q
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Article from May 2007

“Bobcat Buddies”

Introducing adult exotic cats is always a scary thing to do.  Just this week a white tiger 
killed his new cage mate at the Gulf Shores Zoo within days of being introduced.  Moses 
and Anasazie, two bobcats had lived together for most of their lives and gotten along 
well.  Bailey the bobcat had been introduced to them when they all were young, but Bailey 
was just too small at the time, being a couple years younger, and she was separated.  
Now that Bailey is all grown up, but still a kitten at heart, we wondered if we could try it 
again?

We built a tunnel between adjoining cages and waited until all of the cats chose to sleep 
close to each other at the gates of the tunnel.  When there was no more posturing at this 
closest spot we armed ourselves with nets, gloves, hoses and carriers and opened the 
tunnel gates.  Immediately both Moses and Ana went to check out Bailey’s cage and 
Bailey ran over to check out theirs.  Satisfied that the other cats’ cages were just as 
confining they all returned to the tunnel entrance for a few tense hours.

Moses and Bailey were both accustomed to being king of their castle and Ana was always 
happy to be a follower.  The tension now would be for who would be the Top Cat.  Bailey 
was just so happy to have friends that she wanted to be all over them, but Moses seemed 
to take this as a threat because it was not proper bobcat protocol.  Bailey’s initial trial and 
errors had the other two on edge for a while, but over time they figured out that she meant 
no harm.  Seeing all three cats sleeping in a cozy little ring of spotted fur has made the 
introduction process all worth while.
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Bailey Bobcat watching the interns clean the tiger 
pools. --->

BELOW: Bailey Bobcat and Pharaoh Serval watch 
Anasazie Bobcat get vaccinated
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Bobcats In Love



Banshee
9



Male Bobcat   |   Rescued 11/13/98

Banshee was a pet, but when his owner had business out of the country she asked if she 
could board him here at Big Cat Rescue. She came and stayed two days with him to make 
sure that he was comfortable and left him with all his favorite toys. She cried and cried at 
the thought of leaving him and assured us she would be back in a couple months.

In September of 1999 she wrote and said that a Bobcat was no longer a feasible pet for 
her at this time and that she would be leaving Banshee with us until her situation changed. 
We went ahead and built him his own 900 square foot Cat-A-Tat and for the first time in his 
life he was able to climb trees, hide in the bushes and stalk bugs and prey.
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She does still send $25.00 per month to his care and writes to inquire about him from time 
to time which is more than most pet owners do when they leave their animals here.

Sponsor Banshee http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail

A rare glimpse at 
Banshee bobcat. He 

is very shy and not on 
tour path. --->
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Breezy
10



Female Bobcat   |   Date of Birth: 4/14/96

Befitting her name, Breezy’s cat-a-tat is naturally located on the lakeshore where she 
enjoys our tropical breezes. This little bobcat, though hand-raised, only bonded with her 
foster mother and is still timid around strangers.

She has a very lush enclosure with many hiding places to make her feel safe and 
comfortable.  Occasionally, she sleeps up in her oak tree, comes out to enjoy enrichment 
items put in her cat-a-tat, or watches the ducks, peacocks, and swans as they wander by.  
When she does, it is the perfect opportunity for everyone to get a good view of this 
beautiful bobcat.

Breezy is certainly enjoying the platforms 
the Holleys built for her. -->

<-- Breezy bobcat settles in for a 
cat nap after dinner and a bath.
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Breezy truly enjoys her 
platforms. ---> 
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Cherokee
11



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 7/13/94   |   Rescued 9/13/94

Cherokee was purchased at an auction at the age of six weeks. She apparently had never 
been handled and was very wild. Although she spent much time around people from a 
very young age, Cherokee is very elusive and prefers the company of her bobcat 
neighbors as opposed to her keepers. 

Cherokee loves enrichment time and when given tubes with her favorite spices in them 
she will flop and roll around on her back and rub her chin on the ground incessantly. 
Keepers hand out enrichment every day in order to entertain these captive cats.
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Divinity
12



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 5/30/95   |   Arrived at Big Cat Rescue 7/6/95

 

Divinity was sold from a fur farmer to an individual, along with an unrelated mate, Takoma, 
when she was only a few days old. She was bottle raised for three weeks before the new 
owner had a heart attack and could no longer care for the kitten. The woman had seen our 
video and knew that Big Cat Rescue could love and care for her little ones and we have.

Divinity’s color is almost silver and her disposition is pure gold. She was so tiny and frail 
when she arrived that there were many nights we thought would be her last, but she 
wouldn’t give up. She was always a nervous little cat and couldn’t sit still for more than 
two minutes at a time. She can usually be found draped over a limb or the trunk of her 
favorite tree!
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Levi
13



Male Bobcat   |   DOB 4/30/95   |   Rescued 6/6/95

Levi came to live at Big Cat Rescue in 1995 along with 10 other Bobcats who were 
destined to be the next year’s fur coat harvest. Our Co-Founder had stumbled upon a 
facility in Omaha Nebraska that was raising Bobcats and Canadian Lynx for the purpose of 
harvesting the cats for their fur.

In order to spare these cats, all of them were purchased from the breeder and brought to 
live at the sanctuary.

Levi was neutered and now

lives with Tiger Lilly.
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Little Dove
14



Female Bobcat   |   DOB   5/12/93   |   Rescued 5/27/93

 

Little Dove came with the original group of 56 who were rescued from a fur farm by Big 
Cat Rescue. She is a “Blue” Bobcat and turns silver in the winter. Although she was raised 
along side Little Feather and Raindance, two of our friendliest Bobcats, she has never 
been very trusting of humans and remains quite shy. She now shares a 1200 square foot 
Cat-A-Tat with her neutered friend, Despurrado. 

When she was younger one of the cats she lived with mistakenly bit her eye while playing. 
It has healed completely and her vision is fine, however her eye is two colors, divided 
directly down the center, one side is golden and the other side is dark brown.

Sponsor Little Dove http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/
Detail
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Little Feather
15



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 5/3/93   |   Rescued 5/8/93

Little Feather was five days old 
when she came to Big Cat 
Rescue. We began bottle 
feeding her, and she quickly 
became everyone’s little darling. 
Her surrogate mother was 
Breezy, a free-bred domestic 
cat rescued from the streets.

She was very sickly as a kitten 
and spent days in a pouch 
around Carole Baskin’s neck to 
keep her warm and to monitor 
her every breath. She never 
grew to be very big for some unknown reason, and full grown she weighs only 16 pounds.

Little Feather is a very odd looking bobcat, she is stocky and has a fluffy coat like a 
northern bobcat, but has the dark coat pattern with small spots and her face has little ruff 
like a southern bobcat. She is likely a cross between the two.

She has decided for herself that she is a 
southern bobcat and has adopted her 
neighbors; Anasazie, Bailey, and Moses. 
She spends a lot of her time in the side 
of her enclosure closest to them 
lounging in the tall thick patches of saw 
grass that dot her Cat.a.tat.

Although she seems to like these three 
bobcats very much, Little Feather does 
not like to share her home with other 
bobcats and so she lives by herself.

44



45



46



47



Little White Dove
16



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 5/19/97

Little White Dove is well known for her beautiful golden eyes.  She chose to bond and live 
with Running Bear.  Though she was once food aggressive, as so many of the wildcats 
here are, she now defers to Running Bear at feeding time.  She will even allow him to be 
fed before her.

During the day, they spend much of their 
time perched high up in their tree 
sleeping. Seeing them up there, it is easy 
for guests to understand the nocturnal 
nature of bobcats and how easily they 
can camouflage themselves in trees. 
Despite development and human 
encroachment of their habitat, bobcats 
can sometimes manage to stay hidden 
from view and manage to survive.
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Sponsor Little White Dove http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/
servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail

50

Bobcats Running Bear and Little White Dove
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Running Bear & Little White Dove

by J.P. Richardson

On the banks of the river, stood Running Bear, young Indian brave.                                   
On the other side of the river stood a lovely Indian maid.                                                
Little White Dove was her name, such a lovely sight to see.                                              
But their tribes fought with each other, so their love could never be.

Chorus:                                                                                                                       
Running Bear loved Little White Dove with a love big as the sky.                               
Running Bear loved Little White Dove with a love that couldn’t die.

He couldn’t swim the raging river, because the river was too wide.                                    
He couldn’t reach his Little White Dove waiting on the other side.                                       
In the moonlight he could see her blowing kisses cross the waves.                                  
Her little heart was beating faster waiting there for her brave.

Chorus:                                                                                                                        
Running Bear loved Little White Dove with a love big as the sky.                               
Running Bear loved Little White Dove with a love that couldn’t die.

Running Bear dove in the water, Little White Dove did the same.                                        
As they swam up to each other through the swirling stream they came.                             
As their hands touched and their lips met, the raging river pulled them down.                
Now they’ll always be together in that happy hunting ground.

Chorus:                                                                                                                        
Running Bear loved Little White Dove with a love big as the sky.                               
Running Bear loved Little White Dove with a love that couldn’t die.
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Lovey
17



Female bobcat   |   Appox. DOB 1/1/08   
Rescued 5/5/13

 Lovey is approximately five years old 
and was Mr. Howell’s mate. She is 
declawed on all four paws and is 
missing her top right canine.

The two of them shared a cramped cage 
about 5′x13′. Their only shelter was a 
small plastic dog house that they 
managed to cram themselves into to 
escape the cold weather. The also had a tiny child’s play table to perch on.

Lovey and Mr. Howell were both intact, so Lovey was spayed shortly after being rescued 
so that they can live together.

Lovey is the shyest of the Kansas cats. She spent her first several days hiding in her large 
cave den and slinking around at night, but quickly overcame her insecurities when she 
saw that everything was going to be wonderful for her at Big Cat Rescue.
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Mary Ann
18



Female - Appox. 
DOB 1/1/08     

Rescued 5/5/13

Mary Ann is 
approximately four 
years old and was 
bottle raised from a 
kitten. We were told 
that she may suffer 
from short range 
vision, however, this 
has not been 
confirmed.

Mary Ann was kept in a cage about 5′ x 10′. Her cage was absolutely filthy, feces and 
meat scraps had piled up for months. She had two small plastic dog houses, one of which 
was broken in half and filled with urine. The other which she used for shelter from the rain 
and snow was filled with small animal carcasses.

Mary Ann was the second cat at the Kansas property to be captured. After being netted 
and examined, Mary Ann managed to wiggle free from the net before she could be 
transferred to the transport crate. Big 
Cat Rescuers gave her space, turned 
the crate towards her and she leaped 
inside.

The very next day after her arrival at 
Big Cat Rescue Mary Ann has warmed 
up to her keepers. She chirps and 
bounces happily to the side of the 
enclosure to greet her visitors.
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When MaryAnn first arrived she 
learned very quickly where the 
food dish was.  She stayed for 
hours at a time in the lockout 
guarding the empty food dish 
waiting.  She was so used to 
not being fed very often that she 
was constantly worried the next 
meal might never come.

Eventually, she learned that the food would come every day.  She began to relax and enjoy 
the rest of her enclosure.
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MaryAnnLoves Enrichment Time, especially spice tubes.
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MaryAnn never gets tired of running up and down her ramps.
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MaryAnn also enjoys watching, sucks, birds, tours, and that handsome bobcat 
named Max, who lives across the tour path from her.
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Look for Big Cat Rescue’s book “Max and MaryAnn: A Bobcat Romance” to read 
about MaryAnn getting a lifetime buddy named Max.  http://bigcatrescue.org/books/ 

Sponsor Mary Ann:  http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-
Sponsorship/Detail
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Max
19



Male Bobcat   |   DOB:  8/1/10   |   Rescued: 5/31/2011

<--- Max on his first day at Big Cat 
Rescue

TAMPA – Big Cat Rescue staffers flew 
into town Tuesday with a 9-month-old 
bobcat kitten rescued from Rhode 
Island.

The kitten was at the center of a 
months-long legal battle that 
touched off after a Rhode Island vet 
seized him from someone who 
bought him from a backyard 
breeder.

It is illegal to have bobcats as pets 
in Rhode Island.

The cat’s owner went to court to get 
the cat back, but the state won. 
Now the bobcat will live at Big Cat 
Rescue for the rest of his life.

“Sadly, because Max was born in 
captivity as the result of a backyard 
breeding operation, he will never be 
able to live on his own in the wild as 
all bobcats should,” said Big Cat 
Rescue CEO Carole Baskin.
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Max spends a lot of time watching and flirting with MaryAnn, the new bobcat that 
lies across the tour path.
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Earlier photos of Max
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Max does not hesitate to jump 
right into the water.

 <-- Max LOVES the treats he gets during 
his Operant Conditioning sessions.
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Sponsor Max http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail

VIDEO:  Max - Rescued “Pet” Bobcat http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=O9ytloon7TI 

VIDEO:  MAX the BOBCAT!!       
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=GMVRTAN_1_4 

Big Cat Rescue’s newest resident Max the bobcat is very playful! For full length HD videos 
of our cats, please visit:http://www.youtube.com/user/BigCatRescue
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Moses
20



Male Bobcat   |   DOB 4/22/01 Earth Day   |   Rescued 5/14/01

We gave Moses the birthday of Earth Day, because he was abandoned here with no note 
and no one to tell us what his story was. He was about four weeks old and near death 
when his carrier was discovered inside our gates in May. He knew how to nurse from a 
bottle, which is something that has to be learned over a two or three day period, so we 
had to assume that he was someone’s failed attempt at a pet.

With proper diet and antibiotics, he was soon well enough to be a playmate to Trick E., the 
Amurian Leopard Cat, however he quickly outgrew this small cat.

He has been neutered and now and lives with Bailey.

Bailey and Moses have an overhead tunnel that they enjoy laying in to watch the tours.
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Moses and Bailey are inseparable.
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Moses as a youngster

71



72



73



The Great Pretender
21



Male Bobcat   |   DOB 4/30/92   |   Rescued 10/15/92

The Great Pretender came to Big Cat 
Rescue at the same time and as a litter 
mate to Precious. We named him the 
Great Pretender because he always 
pretended to be so “bad” when he was 
little. Unfortunately, once he was full 
grown he wasn’t just pretending 
anymore. He does not care for people 
much and actually grew to be quite 
aggressive especially at feeding time. 
This changed dramatically after he 
began to participate in operant conditioning sessions. He is much calmer when being fed 
which in turn makes feeding time less stressful for him and more safe for keepers.

Sponsor The Great Pretender http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-
Sponsorship/Detail

When I was in grade school my father (Vern) was a Private Detective and our family 
believed in raising their own kids so after school, instead of ending up in daycare, I ended 
up on stakeouts with my dad. I learned to look for clues and to notice patterns in behavior. 
It has served me well, but this set of clues has me befuddled. As you know from the Safari 
Guide, Precious and The Great Pretender are littler mates who we rescued from an auction 
where they were being bid on by taxidermists. They were 6 months old when they came 
home with us in October of 1992. They were already vicious, so we never handled them 
when they were young.

It wasn’t until 2010, when Pretender was being checked out for neurological issues that 
we discovered he had been declawed on the front and one toe had been declawed on the 
back. Well, that was weird, but we didn’t think much of it. Then, back to back Precious 
ended up on the Observation Chart for a malformed claw and Pretender was on the chart 
for not eating. The video below is 23 minutes long and not required watching, but shows 
you the lengths we went to in order to clip Precious’ nails, without sedating her. At 21 
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years of age, we really didn’t want to sedate either of them because the sedation can be 
very dangerous.

Pretender’s issue was not as easy to assess, so he had to be sedated for a full blood work 
up, sonogram and rotten tooth extraction. While Jamie and I were trying to wake him up, 
which took more than 6 hours, we began wondering aloud about why someone would 
have these two kittens, probably as pets, and yet one was declawed on the front, and one 
toe on the back and the other kitten had all her claws? Maybe Pretender had been 
declawed front and back and just had some grow back in. Maybe the people realized after 
the surgery just how scary it is to sedate a cat (did they have to finish before they were 
done due to some emergency?) or maybe they just felt so bad about doing that to him, 
that Precious was spared? If they cared so much, then why would they offload the kittens 
at an exotic animal auction where taxidermists would bid on cats to turn into den 
decorations? Who knows?

What we do know is that Precious and The Great Pretender have lived long healthy lives 
here; thanks to all of staff, volunteers and Interns keeping such a close eye on them and 
because of the great care they were given.

How The Great Pretender Came to Big Cat Rescue

Some cats, including The Great Pretender were purchased at auctions where the uncaring 
owners were dumping the cats with no concern about their welfare.  The people bidding 
on such cats were usually taxidermists or those who owned canned hunting ranches. 
 There is much controversy over whether we did the right thing by paying the ransom for 
these cats.  We still accept many unwanted cats each year, but do not pay for them and 
typically require that their owner surrender their license, in an attempt to keep people from 
just trading in their cats each year for a newer, cuter model.  We have to turn away more 
than 100 cats each year due to a lack of space and funds and the lack of regulation of the 
exotic pet trade. Read more about our Evolution of Thought HERE http://bigcatrescue.org/
contact-bcr/ 
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VIDEO:  Pretender Bobcat Goes To Dentist http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=_oR5HP1xmB0 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=_oR5HP1xmB0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=_oR5HP1xmB0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=_oR5HP1xmB0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=_oR5HP1xmB0


Raindance
22



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 5/8/93   |   Rescued 5/27/93

Raindance came to Big Cat Rescue from a fur 
farm in Minnesota. We had ordered six Bobcat 
kittens by phone, but were told that we must 
pick them up in person. We traveled to 
Minnesota, and when we arrived, we saw a sign 
out front that said “Fur Farm”. We thought that 
the sign probably only applied to the mink and 
foxes being raised there (although that is bad 
enough).

We asked what they do with the Bobcats, 
Canadian, and Siberian Lynx kittens that aren’t 
sold to pet homes, and we were told that they 
would be “harvested” at one year for their fur. 
We asked how many more kittens were there 
and found out that the 50 left would be 
slaughtered the next year.

We came home with 56 kittens 
that Spring and life has never 
been the same. They were all 
under four weeks of age and 
many had to be fed every two 
hours. We employed family, 
friends, and anyone who could 
hold a bottle to keep them all 
fed and clean.  Raindance was 
one of those kittens. We later 
rescued the adults.
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Raindance had been sentenced to death by electrocution just for wearing a fur coat.

That’s the cruel fate that awaited Raindance, as she lay imprisoned in a cage in a filthy, 
cold, metal shed on a Minnesota fur farm.  Sadly, her only crime was being born with a 
beautiful fur coat.  This cute, cuddly, healthy Northern bobcat kitten was going to be 
electrocuted and her soft spotted belly cut out to make trim for coats.  Worse yet, she was 
just one of hundreds of bobcats, Canadian Lynx and Siberian Lynx who faced the same 
death sentence if they weren’t sold to a pet home before they reached one year of age.

Thankfully, Big Cat Rescue saved Raindance and 55 other kittens from that slaughter 
house.  And life has never been the same.  All these cats were under four weeks old and 
many had to be fed every two hours.  Big Cat Rescue employed family, friends, and 
anyone who could hold a bottle to keep them all fed and clean.

Raindance and these kittens were lucky.  Many others, however, have not been so 
fortunate.  Today, thanks to Big Cat Rescue, Raindance is a healthy, full-grown adult 
bobcat with a gorgeous spotted coat that is the envy of everyone.  She is one of the most 
popular cats at the Big Cat Rescue Sanctuary.  She gets fan mail and holiday cards from 
around the world.  She has been painted, photographed and made the subject of 
countless school reports, poems and letters because she is such a loving creature who 
immediately engages 
visitors with her playful 
personality.  And to 
think how many 
people would have 
never experience the 
feeling of connecting 
with the wild, if she 
had been slaughtered 
on that cold, dreary 
day.

Please speak up 
against wearing fur!
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Running Bear
23



Male Bobcat   |   DOB 6/2/97

Running Bear and Little White Dove are the 
exception to the rule when it comes to wildcats 
living solitary lives.

One of our senior volunteers watched as these 
two young bobcats bonded and chose to live 
together.  They now share a cat-a-tat that features 
high limbs for them to climb and sleep upon.

The higher the perch, the better they seem 
to like it.  These two always prefer a room 
with a view!

VIDEO:  Bobcats Running Bear and Little White Dove http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=DzQng8r9ZQg 
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Sierra
24



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 4/22/97   |   Rescued 
11/30/01

Sierra and her two mates, a male and female 
bobcat, were bred for display at the 
Tennessee National Zoo, but were never used 
because they were very shy and hid from the 
public.

The three bobcats grew up together in a holding 
facility at the zoo. When we rescued Nikita the 
lioness, the zoo asked Big Cat Rescue to take the 
three bobcats as well. The male, Rocky, was 
neutered and the trio lived together for many years 
at the sanctuary.

Sadly Rocky passed away several years after their 
rescue. With out Rocky in charge of the bobcat 

group Sierra and Andi resorted to fighting for the dominant position in their duo. Their 
fighting continued so they were separated and now live in their own spacious enclosures 
where they can be their own bosses.
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Tiger Lilly
25



Female Bobcat   |   DOB 4/30/95   |   Rescued 6/6/95

Tiger Lilly came to Big Cat Rescue on 
6/6/95 along with Selena, Levi, Crazy 
Horse and the rest.

She too was to be slaughtered and her 
fur used for Trade show competitions.

It is possible that she and Divinity were 
litter mates – with their silvery fur they 
look almost identical. Where they differ 
is in their personalities. Divinity is 
fearless, whereas Tiger Lilly is elusive and shy. Through operant conditioning, slowly Tiger 
Lilly is becoming a more outgoing bobcat.
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Tommie Girl
26



DOB Appx 10/1/11   |   Rescued 3/6/12

On Mar 5 we got a call from the 
Florida Wildlife Commission asking 
if we could help a blind bobcat 
that had been reported by the 
Manager of the Cemex Mine.  His 
name is Tommie and he loves the 
wildlife that calls his land a 
sanctuary.  He knew there was 
something desperately wrong with 
this little kitten from the first day he 
saw her, which was about two 
weeks before.

We made arrangements to drive up to the mine on Mar 6 to set a humane trap because 
the kitten had not been seen since Feb 27.  Jamie and I drove up with a trap, nets, carrier, 
and bait for four days and Tommie Deaner agreed to check and set the trap daily.

On the way to Center Hill Tommie texted that the bobcat was in sight and that he had 
caught some fish for her and was feeding her.  Jamie texted back to stop because traffic 
had us running a half hour late.  Since there was no way to get a fish away from a starving 
bobcat, Tommie improvised and got a box out of the trash to trap her in.

When Jamie and I drove up we were waved to the scene by Cemex staff.  When we saw 
the box we were thrilled at the prospect of NOT having to chase a bobcat all over place. 
The problem was that the box didn’t have a bottom.

We slid a piece of plywood under the box, like you would pick up a spider with a cup and 
cardboard (per Jamie) and then put the whole thing in the van.  The plan was to shift her 
from the box to the carrier inside the van, so that if the bobcat escaped, she was at least 
trapped in the van… with us.  Well, that part wasn’t very appealing, but it was better than 
the risk of losing her and having her starve to death.
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If you have never seen Jamie net a cat; you haven’t seen art in motion.  Quicker than a 
blink she had her in the net and backed up to the carrier door.  Since she really couldn’t 
see well enough to put up much of a fight, we got her in the carrier pretty neatly.  She 
growled for a while, but the belly full of fish and the swaying motion of the van for an hour 
and a half put her right to sleep.

She was suffering from starvation, blindness and parasites and was so 
badly debilitated that she will never be a candidate for release.  She has very limited, if any 
sight, so she will spend the rest of her life at Big Cat Rescue.

VIDEO: Tommie Girl, The Blind Bobcat http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=ZIXgeuTX05E

VIDEO: Watch Big Cat Do What Little Cats Do

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=AT3pm_d7ACE

It is very rare that we get video of Tommie, so this was a real treat!

Sponsor Tommie Girl http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/
Detail
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Will
27



Male Bobcat  |  DOB 7/15/07  |  Rescued 8/13/07

 Will was found by a couple in their back yard. Their home was situated on a large farm 
located in a rural area of Dade City. An adult Bobcat was recently seen within the area and 
nearby farmers had reportedly been shooting at it to deter it from their property and their 
livestock. It is unknown if this Bobcat was any relation to Will, but since this young cub 
was found abandoned it is likely that the adult was his mother and had now been scared 
away from her cub or worse yet killed.

When Rescuers came for Will, they noticed something out of the ordinary right away. At 
this age, a young Bobcat should have been all teeth and claws backed up with hissing 
and growling. Instead he sat still and quite and went limp when he was picked up. Over 
the next several weeks he was seen by several specialists including a neurologist and an 
optometrist. Will would slowly walk around a room and run into walls or objects as if he 
did not see them.

Although he has improved, Will still 
suffers from these symptoms and if 
his surroundings are altered he will 
still run into things. This handicap 
prevents him from being considered a 
candidate for release. He will have a 
home here at the sanctuary and is 
being raised with Anasazi. The two are 
very close in age and will hopefully 
bond to one another.

Bobcats Face Many Perils

VIDEO: A Very Lucky Bobcat http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=WlCi3Oo-i78 
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Windstar
28



Male Bobcat  |  DOB 5/11/98

Windstar was an unexpected surprise to Windsong and Alexander. Because Alex was a 
Hybrid we assumed he was infertile after four years of watching him breed with no 
success. We had neutered all of our male Bobcats except for the hybrids as we were so 
sure they could not reproduce. Windstar was proof to the contrary and his birth resulted in 
his father and uncle, Des-Purr-ado being immediately neutered. Windstar is affectionately 
called “Bobcat” and has a wonderful purrsonality. Windstar loves the water. Every year for 
his birthday he gets a kiddie pool for a week to play in. In 2004 for his birthday he got a 
rock pool with waterfall like the tigers have.

Windstar wants you to know that there is nothing more powerful than an idea whose time 
has come.  There was a time, in our recent history when we believed in slavery and we 
believed that women should not be allowed to vote. Anyone who thought otherwise was 
ridiculed and cast out of society.  Now we look back and wonder how we ever could have 
believed that all men were not created equal. You are witnessing a shift in the way people 
perceive animals because science has taught us that they experience fear, joy, shame, 
love and they dream just like we do.  As we become better informed we cannot turn a 
blind eye to the abuses they suffer and some brave souls are speaking out.  Accepting 
that all life is precious is an idea whose time has come and nothing can stop an idea 
whose time has come.

VIDEO: Bobcat Surgery - Big Cat TV http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=WrxQmgRrcG8 

Sponsor Windstar http://
www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-
Sponsorship/Detail 

95

Bobcat Surgery

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=WrxQmgRrcG8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=WrxQmgRrcG8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=WrxQmgRrcG8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=WrxQmgRrcG8
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz/servlet/the-995/Bobcat-Sponsorship/Detail


Bobcat Info
29



Common Name:  Bobcat 
Kingdom:  Animalia 
Phylum:  Chordata (Vertebrata) 
Class:  Mammalia 
Order:  Carnivora 
Family:  Felidae 
Genus:  Felinae (Lynx) 
Species:  Rufus 
Sub-Species:  L.r. escuinapae Mexican bobcat

Misc:  This cat is named for its short tail.

Size and Appearance: The Bobcat is a medium sized cat with a ruff of fur around the 
sides of the face. They weigh between 13-30 pounds, stand 21 inches high and are 30-50 
inches long. 

The bobcats in the North tend to be larger than those in the south. Their coat color varies 
and has been recorded in shades of light gray, yellowish-brown, buff-brown, and reddish-
brown. They are always spotted to some extent, with some patterned only on the 
undersides, and others having spots on the sides and chest backs too. The southern 
Bobcats seem to have a more spotted coat, with the spots being much smaller than the 
northern cats. Both melanistic and albinistic Bobcats have been reported, but the 
melanistic ones have only occurred in Florida. 

They are often confused with their larger feline cousin the Lynx, but can be easily 
distinguished by their tail tips. The tail of the Lynx looks as though it was dipped in an 
inkwell being black all the way around, whereas the Bobcat’s tail 
appears to have been painted black on top and white on the 
bottom.

Habitat:  Boreal and coniferous mixed forests, hardwood forest, 
coastal swamps, desert and scrubland.

Distribution:  United States and Southern Canada.
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Reproduction and Offspring:  After a gestation of approximately 50-70 days, females 
produce a litter of 1-8 kittens, with the average being 2-3. They weigh 9.75-12 ounces at 
birth and will open their eyes at around 6 days. They are weaned between 3-4 months of 
age, and reach sexual maturity around 12 months for females, and 24 months for males.

Life Span:  In the wild, Bobcats live 12-13 years, and at Big Cat Rescue they have lived 
over twenty years.

Social System and Communication:  Solitary. 

Male territories will overlap that of many females and even to 
some extent another males, but female territories are 
exclusive. Males and females only come together at the 
breeding season, which is December to April. 

Hear our purrs, hisses, snarls, calls, and growl sounds HERE 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHZm52nvBB4 

Hunting and Diet:  These tough little cats will eat almost anything, and are natural born 
survivors (except for man’s interference). Their primary diet is rabbit, but they also eat 
rodents, beaver, peccaries, birds and bats, and deer. They are also scavengers.

Principal Threats:  This little cat was the most heavily harvested and traded member of 
the cat family for the past 20 years. In the 1970’s CITES went into effect and the pelts of 
the Appendix 1 cats became illegal and unobtainable, the price offered to trappers for a 
Bobcat pelt went from $20.00 to $600.00. This also caused the number of Bobcats killed 
annually to rise from 10,000 to over 90,000 by the 1980s. The interest in Bobcat pelts 
today was declining due to international awareness of the cruel methods of trapping and 
prohibitions against trade of animals trapped using these methods up until 2008 when 
Russia began buying all the bobcat pelts they could get their hands on. This surge in 
demand threatens to wipe the bobcat out of America. 

The bobcat also battles the ever growing human population and its destruction of all 
habitat in its path. According to 2001 statistics provided from actual sales of hunting 
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permits, over 40,000 bobcats are still being killed each year. This figure does not include 
all the bobcats killed by hunters who do not buy licenses nor report their kills. Less than 
3% of our population are hunters but they kill over 100 million animals each year for sport.

Status:  CITES: Appendix II. IUCN: Not listed.

Felid TAG 2000 Recommendation:  Bobcat (Lynx rufus). Many bobcats are present in 
zoos in numbers that are deleterious to other RCP species. Although the TAG recognizes 
that bobcats have an important role in regional theme exhibits, it is suggested that AZA 
holders help reduce the North American population from more than 125 individuals to 0. 
For zoogeographic exhibits, the TAG suggests that institutions consider exhibiting 
Canadian lynx, rather than bobcats. If theme dictates bobcat exhibition, animals should be 
acquired from other AZA institutions or from sanctuary or rescue organizations. No 
breeding is recommended. 

At the Annual AZA Conference (September 1999), the following four species were 
recommended by the Felid TAG to be ‘down-graded’ to a Phase-Out populations. For the 
jaguarundi, tigrina, and Geoffroy’s cat, these recommendations were made because of 
limited space available, the limited number of founders in these populations, and limited 
potential for acquiring additional founders. 

The bobcat was recommended for Phase-Out due to commonality in nature. Additionally, 
where zoogeographic exhibits exist, the TAG recommends exhibiting Canadian lynx rather 
than the bobcat.

How rare is this cat?  According to Defenders of Wildlife, a conservation group based in 
Washington D.C., there are about 750,000 to 1,020,000 bobcats as of 2009. The 
International Species Information Service lists 245 captive bobcats worldwide, with 191 
being in U.S. zoos.

VIDEO:  BOBCATS of Big Cat Rescue

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=wSaAF5M39FE
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Do They Miss Being Petted?

30



Don’t They Miss Being Petted?
I hear that almost every time I explain 
that we are a NO CONTACT facility.

Wild animals shouldn’t be kept as pets.  
Most of the cats at Big Cat Rescue were 
once kept as pets who are usually 
discarded once they become adults and 
begin to spray and bite.  We do not 
allow contact between staff or 
volunteers or the public with the cats; 
even the small ones.  

There are a lot of reasons:

1.  The cats are solitary by nature and do not seek our affection.

2.  It is dangerous to have any part of your body on the same side of the fence as the cat.

3.  It gives the false impression to those who see the photos or videos to think these cats 
might make good pets.

For many years we did not allow any kind of contact but as our population of cats has 
aged they are less able to groom themselves.  80% of our cats are over the age of 15 
which is already several years older than these cats live in the wild or in most other 
facilities.  Some of our cats cannot groom off the winter coats in areas around their backs 
and necks so we are trying something new with a specially made back scratcher, available 
at Bed Bath & Beyond.

It looks like a car’s radio antennae and is extendable to keep the Senior Keeper’s hands 
out of striking distance.  It has a little hand of rounded fingers to scratch loose the mats.  
As you can see the cat really likes getting rid of the loose fur.
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Fiction of Ownership
31

In life, there are always signs along the way that guide us in our journey. We never know 
when or where they will show up, only that they will. I was amazed how many signs came 
across my path the day I took my first tour at Big Cat Rescue. It was as though life was 
speaking loud and clear as I toured the sanctuary. Initially, my attention was naturally 
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drawn to the majestic cats; however, it wasn’t long 
before my eyes were reading the various signs posted 
on the Cat-A-Tat’s.

“Former Pet” was a sign I saw on more than one Cat-
A-Tat. A couple of questions kept coming to mind as I 
saw the “former pets” come to greet the tour. The 
most obvious question was “Why would someone 
want to own an exotic animal?” The next questions were, “What does it really mean to 
own something, and what does it mean to make something mine?” Did these cats end up 
at the sanctuary as a result of a truth long forgotten that was spoken by Pliny when he 
said, “An object in possession seldom retains the same charm that it had in pursuit.”?

When I researched the term “ownership”, I turned to 
several resources, and they all had one definition in 
common, “The exclusive right of possessing, enjoying, 
and disposing of a thing.” I don’t consider an animal 
as property or a thing, so how could ownership apply?

Next, the mental concept of ownership works like this, 
the idea of “I” and whatever you “own” merge into one 

in your mind and if everyone agrees with your story, you will get some form of 
documentation certifying their agreement with it. Confusion arises when you identify with 
what you “own” as Being who you are. Unfortunately, most people don’t realize this until 
they are about to die when everything external falls away, and they clearly see no thing 
ever had anything to do with who they are. Ultimately, the whole concept of ownership is 
revealed as meaningless.

We also realize we were looking for ownership to give 
us a more complete sense of self, not understanding 
our search was for our Being, which had always been 
there, but had been obscured by our identification with 
our possessions. One of the unconscious beliefs that 
our society assumes to be true is that when we identify 
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with something through the fiction of ownership, the ego says “I have; therefore, I am.” If 
we do not see through this illusion, we will be chasing after things for the rest of our lives 
hoping to find our worth and sense of self in them.

Since you cannot find yourself through ownership or 
having, the charm wears off and dissatisfaction sets in. 
What do you do with your unwanted, exotic animal? 
What is their fate? What kind of life will they have now 
that you are ready to discard them? How many Big Cat 
Sanctuaries are there to rescue your possession? Will 
the animal miss you and suffer quietly as you assign 
their fate to someone else? Will you ever think of them 
again?

Ownership is a story we tell ourselves as an attempt to remember who we are. We are 
creating pain and suffering as animals are sentient beings and can never be owned. In our 
attachment to them through ownership, we lose our connection with them. The signs at 
Big Cat Rescue are making us aware of our concept of possessions and that is the 
beginning of the transformation of our consciousness that will eliminate the fiction of 
ownership.

By:  Laura Lluellyn-Lassiter
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Skin Trade for Fur & Hides Always Cruel

32



The Skin Trade for Fur and Hides is Always Cruel

There is NO way to produce a fur garment or a fur trimmed item without an animal being 
killed and skinned in the process.  The crazy justifications people have for wearing fur 
range from saying that the animal died of old age, that the fur was removed without the 
animal dying, that the animal was raised for its fur, or that the fur is old and was passed 
down from an era when people didn’t know any better. All of these tragic beliefs are just 
the cognitive dissidence that humans rely on to make themselves feel good about 
something that is so inherently cruel.

Whether an animal is raised in a cage and slaughtered, or trapped in the wild and 
slaughtered, there is no good way to die so that someone else can wear their skin.  There 
is no reason for the practice given the fact that today’s coats are made of much warmer, 
cheaper and easier to care for materials.  If you love the look and feel of real fur, there is an 
abundance of faux fur options that are softer, last longer and don’t smell like a dead 
animal.

Until 2010 there was a loophole in the law that enabled real fur to be labeled wrongfully as 
faux.  Even though there is a better law now, thanks to the Humane Society of the United 
States, Big Cat Rescue and other animal protection groups, there may still be mislabeled 
furs in the marketplace. So be sure to closely examine anything that might be fur.  As the 
public has increasingly said NO to real fur, the garment industry has dyed their furs pink 
and green and other unnatural colors to fool the public.

VIDEO:  To Skin A Cat - Fundraiser Trailer http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=czFW8I-Jo3Q 

Compassion is always in fashion, so just Say NO to fur.

VIDEO:  CRY OF THE INNOCENT - The Voices that Can’t Speak http://www.youtube.com/
watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Qv2hT4fa9Gg 
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Go Cool vs. Cruel this Year

You get two seconds to make an impression in this world and nothing else says so clearly, 
“”I don’t give a damn about anything or anyone but me,” like wearing a fur.

Here are just a few of the things we want to make people aware of before they put 
on that fur coat or accessory:

• Approximately forty animals are killed for each fur coat. 
• Each of those animals has died a violent death: anal electrocution, gassing, neck 
breaking, drowning, a shot to the head, or clubbing. 
• Trapping is widely recognized as cruel. The most popular of traps used to catch fur-
bearing animals, the steel-jaw leghold, has been banned because of its cruelty in 89 
nations and 5 states in the United States. See where that fur really comes from in this 
video clip. 
• Fur is often labeled as faux or fur trim when it is really dog and cat fur.  See video  
• Fur farming is going out of fashion. For instance, Great Britain has just banned all fur 
farms. Austria has effectively banned fur farming. And Sweden has outlawed keeping 
foxes in cages for their fur.

Trappers in the U.S. kill several million fur bearing animals each year (4 million in 
1998; 2.5 million in 1999) with 1.5 million more trapped in Canada.  88.5 % were “non 
target” species including family pets.

Between 1968 and 1970 the U.S. fur industry imported 18,456 leopard skins, 31,105 
jaguar pelts, and an incredible 349,680 ocelot skins.  It also imported over 3000 cheetah 
pelts, representing one and a half times the number of cheetahs remaining in all of the 
parks in Africa in 1972.

Fur Trim:  http://www.veoh.com/videos/v7372578G4QPFNa 

Dog & Cat Fur:  http://www.veoh.com/videos/v710173tYXT8zHE 

VIDEO:  http://www.veoh.com/videos/v710350p3kxNxGN 

107

http://www.veoh.com/videos/v7372578G4QPFNa
http://www.veoh.com/videos/v7372578G4QPFNa
http://www.veoh.com/videos/v710173tYXT8zHE
http://www.veoh.com/videos/v710173tYXT8zHE
http://www.veoh.com/videos/v710350p3kxNxGN
http://www.veoh.com/videos/v710350p3kxNxGN


What can you do?

If you have a fur coat, put it to good use.  Donate it to your local Rehabilitator to use in 
comforting the orphaned babies and injured wildlife that they care for each year.  In most 
cases they are registered as a charity with the IRS and you can get a tax credit for doing 
the humane thing.

If you really love the look of fur buy a fake.  They are better than the real thing in terms of 
feel and ease of care.  Oleg Cassini designs an upscale collection of fake furs called 
“Evolutionary Fur”.  He is quoted as saying “Anyone who is familiar with animals, knows 
the animals suffer.  Animals sense when they are about to be killed.  they have the 
imagination to fear.  They cry.”  If you have ever seen your own cat dart around the room 
chasing imaginary prey,  you know that they do have the imagination to fear.

As consumers we can ban the killing of animals for their fur by boycotting places that sell 
fur items and telling them why.  Write letters to the editors of your newspapers as well as 
your state and federal legislators urging them to ban this horrific practice.

Buy A Fake:  http://fabulousfurs.com/ 
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Faux or Fur?

The cover of the Style & Arts section of the Thursday, January 12, Boston Globe has an 
interesting article, by Tina Cassidy, headed, “With Faux Looking so Real These Days, You 
Can’t Tell Who’s….Faking it.”

Cassidy discusses how hard it is to distinguish the new faux furs from real fur. She 
writes,”And therein lies the dilemma. With the senses so easily tricked, a woman wearing 
real fur may feel emboldened to flat-out lie if someone say, at a cocktail party in 
Cambridge, asks her if her coat used to belong to a beaver. And a woman wearing a fake 
mink shrug to the opera may feel sly enough to fib and say it was her grandmother’s. 
Likewise, the girl who thought she was buying a sweater trimmed in fake fox might 
actually end up wearing cheap bunny around the collar.

“And a woman who refuses to wear animal skins for political reasons but still likes the look 
of fur may be accused of the very act she tried to avoid. Just ask Martha Stewart. When 
Stewart walked out of the federal courthouse — and in front of a bank of cameras — with 
a furry accessory knotted cozily around her neck, her fashion statement set off two 
reactions: The first was from the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, which 
promptly named her one of the world’s worstdressed celebrities of 2004. The second was 
from furriers who raced to emulate what they believed was Stewart’s dyed chinchilla scarf. 
Both were misguided. Stewart was wearing a fake.”

In other words, Martha’s fox scarf being fake made a difference to the handful of foxes 
who would have died for her scarf if it were real, but made no difference to the thousands 
of others who were killed by the example she inadvertently set.

The final lines of the piece are heartbreaking:

“Which leads us to the next issue: With faux fur flooding the market, it is further 
diminishing the glam of the real thing. On a recent shopping trip to Marshalls, there was a 
legitimate mink evening bag on the mark-down rack. No one wanted it. Not even for the 
bargain price of $50.”

Animals lived miserably and died in agony for a bag nobody even wanted.
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I urge anybody who has doubts about the misery and agony of animals raised for fur to 
watch the undercover footage of at http://www.petatv.com/tvpopup/Prefs.asp?
video=chinchilla_mov_final from a fur farm in Midland, Michigan, which shows chinchillas 
being electrocuted, causing painful seizures to the animals’ hearts, and having their necks 
snapped while fully conscious. It is hard to watch but will dispel apathy about the fur 
industry.

Perhaps even harder to watch, for those of us who live with dogs and cats, is the dog and 
cat fur footage from China at: http://www.furisdead.com/feat-dogcatfur.asp

And you’ll find video of other animals (more widely sold in the United States) on Chinese 
fur farms being slammed against the ground to stun them, then struggling as they are 
skinned alive at http://www.petatv.com/tvpopup/Prefs.asp?video=fur_farm

The Boston Globe piece suggests that those wearing convincing faux fur are supporting 
the industry portrayed in those videos by advertising indistinguishable products. I can’t 
help but think that whether it be the skins of tortured animals draped around a human, or 
just something fashioned to resemble that horror, it is, either way, grotesque. Others may 
disagree — and the Boston Globe article offers a great opportunity for a public discussion 
on the issue, and letters that discuss the horror of the fur industry. You’ll find the full 
Boston Globe article on line at: 
http://www.boston.com/yourlife/fashion/articles/2006/01/11/faking_it/

The Boston Globe takes letters at: letter@globe.com Always include your full name, 
address, and daytime phone number when sending a letter to the editor. Shorter letters 
are more likely to be published. Yours and the animals’,  Karen Dawn

(DawnWatch is an animal advocacy media watch that looks at animal issues in the media 
and facilitates one-click responses to the relevant media outlets. You can learn more about 
it, and sign up for alerts at http://www.DawnWatch.com. To unsubscribe, go to http://
www.dawnwatch.com/cgi-bin/dada/dawnwatch_unsubscribe.cgi If you forward or reprint 
DawnWatch alerts, please do so unedited — leave DawnWatch in the title and include this 
tag line.)
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Son of Utah Fur Farming Family Tells His Story

“But the unspeakable misery of their animals cannot be denied.”

The Beckstead family is one of the biggest fur farming families in Utah and Idaho. They are 
said to own two farms, one in each state.

One of the Beckstead clan does not support the bloody work of his family. In 2001, son 
Scott Beckstead published this damning indictment of his family and the fur farming 
business. The article was published in The Oregonian (the largest newspaper in Oregon),

The Oregonian  December 9, 2001

Misery on the Mink Farm  -  by Scott Beckstead

These cold, gray days stir vivid memories for me, childhood images I shall live with forever. 
Strongest among them are those of pelting season on Grandpa’s mink farm.

My grandfather, gone now for more than a decade, raised minks in Franklin, Idaho. Every 
fall, my family traveled to Franklin to help my grandparents with what we called “the 
pelting season.”

I remember the smell. Like all members of the weasel family, minks are equipped with 
powerful scent glands. They sprayed their musky stench while in the throes of death. That 
smell permeated everything. Our clothes. Our hair.

I didn’t have the manual dexterity to do the skinning, so I helped with the killing. We killed 
the females by breaking their necks. The males were not so lucky. They were too big to 
have their necks broken, so they were gassed. It took them a long time to die. I remember 
hearing their gasps and screams, and I remember having to pry their jaws from the wire 
mesh once they went silent.

After they were killed, I piled their warm, soft bodies into a wheelbarrow. I wheeled them to 
the mink shed just outside the pelting shed and positioned their bodies so as they 
stiffened, they would be easier to skin.
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I remember how the minks within eyesight or earshot reacted to the cries of their dying 
mates, how by the hundreds they bobbed and paced frantically inside their tiny pens. One 
mink, a beautiful smoky gray female, died as she was pulled from her pen. She screamed, 
and then simply went limp.

In the preceding hours, she had watched and listened as others were pulled from their 
pens and killed. I always believed she knew what was happening around her and what 
was about to happen to her. I believe she died from sheer terror.

Grandpa’s mink farm wasn’t my only fur farm experience. My family lived a half-mile from 
the largest fur farm in southern Idaho. Minks, foxes, bobcats, even wolves, were raised for 
their pelts.

While doing my morning chores, I remember hearing the foxes yelping as they were 
electrocuted. Despite the distance, their sharp cries carried clearly through the crisp 
morning air.

Minks and foxes are wild animals. Although they’ve been kept in captivity for many years, 
they’ve been bred only for the quality of their fur. There’s been no effort to eliminate their 
wild urges and behaviors. They act just as you would expect wild animals to act when kept 
by the thousands in tiny, cramped pens. Their urge to roam and hunt is transformed into 
psychotic behaviors, cannibalism and self- mutilation.

When it comes to killing, fur farmers are concerned about preserving the pelt. Being quick 
and humane is not the priority.

That’s not to say my grandfather was a bad man. Grandpa was kind, gentle and decent to 
his children and grandchildren. I believe most people who raise animals for their fur are 
honest, hardworking people.

But the unspeakable misery of their animals cannot be denied.

These conditions are prevalent throughout the fur industry today. The industry’s animal 
husbandry practices have changed little over the years, other than advances in medical 
technology that have eradicated many of the diseases, such as distemper.
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I’ve also done a lot of hunting. Although some might say killing is killing, for me the 
sportsmanlike killing of an animal in the wild had a certain nobility and grace to it. We were 
in awe of the animals we pursued; there was a respect, a reverence, for our quarry. We 
spoke in hushed tones of the animals’ intelligence, wit and spirit.

But the pelting season was pitiful and sad.

Last year, Americans were horrified when “Dateline NBC” aired the terrible conditions for 
domestic dogs and cats raised and killed for their fur in China. Immediately, the Oregon 
Legislature moved to ban the trade in dog and cat fur. Yet we accept the same conditions 
for foxes and minks in several fur farms across our state. Why is that?

It is time for Oregonians to confront reality. Instead of focusing on the rantings between 
activists and the fur industry, the media need to show the plain truth about life and death 
on the fur farm. Let’s show the gassing of minks or the electrocution of foxes on the six 
o’clock news.

Only when Americans acknowledge those horrors will our elected officials take action to 
protect these animals. If they don’t, then perhaps voters will take the initiative and do it 
themselves.

Three months ago, my Grandma passed away. For the first time in many years, I returned 
to Franklin. After the funeral, I walked across my grandparents’ back yard to see what was 
left of the mink yard. Years ago, Grandma decided to “pelt out,” meaning every one of the 
thousands of minks on the farm was killed.

Now, the roofs of the mink sheds are rusted and collapsed. Vines and weeds grow up 
through the wire mesh pens. The wooden beams and nest boxes are rotten and 
dilapidated.

The smell of death is gone. The images, however, will stay with me forever.

Posted: 18 Sep 2012 04:15 AM PDT
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Oslo Fashion Week Bans Fur

Oslo Fashion Week has banned all fur from the runway, Ecouterre reports, becoming the 
first fashion week that we know of to take such action.

The move was spearheaded by Mote Mot Pels (Fashion Against Fur), “an anti-fur initiative 
that has received the support of more than 220 Norwegian fashion industry insiders who 
refuse to work with fur, including designers Leila Hafzi, Thomas Ryen of Undorn, and John 
Erling Vinnem of JohnnyLove, as well as Norwegian Elle, Norwegian Cosmopolitan, KK, 
and Det Nye,” Ecouterre writes. Care2.com also mentioned the involvement of Norwegian 
animal rights group NOAH and designer Fam Irvoll.

General Manager of Oslo Fashion Week Paul Vasbotten said, “It has been a very natural 
choice for us because we do not want [Oslo Fashion Week] to appear as an arena in which 
to promote products based on the treatment of animals [as] prohibited by animal welfare 
concerns in several countries.”

By contrast, Norway’s neighbor Denmark has no plans to keep pelts off the catwalk. Eva 
Kruse, the CEO of Copenhagen Fashion Week told Norwegian Fashion, “We believe that 
fur is a central part of fashion and we have no plans to ban fur from Copenhagen Fashion 
Week, adding, “Fur farms are shut down in Norway, the production would just move to 
other countries like China. Then we will lose all control of how animals are treated.”

What do you think?
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More Info
33

“You must be connected to 
the Internet for the 

following pages to work.”



You need to be connected to the Internet before tapping on 
the icons below.   The icons below will open live web 

content pages which will update in your book each time we 
update the content on the Internet.

116



About The Author
34



Carole Baskin is the founder and CEO of Big Cat Rescue. She runs a real estate business 
and manages 100+ volunteers and interns from around the world and 14 staff. She has run 
this Tampa based non profit since 1992 and has garnered international attention to the 
plight of captive big cats on CNN, Animal Planet, Discovery, U.S. News & World Report, 
People Magazine, The Today Show, Sports Illustrated, all of the local media outlets and 
many more national and international programs.  She is the host of the Cat Chat Show, a 
weekly, live interview with cat experts from around the world.  

She has lectured in Costa Rica, Panama and many cities across the U.S. on cage 
construction, legislative affairs, and sanctuary standards in Universities, Law Colleges, and 
in numerous animal association conferences. Her efforts, combined with many others of 
like mind, have resulted in the 2003 passage of the Captive Wild Animal Safety Act which 
made it illegal to sell a big cat across state lines as a pet, the 2009 requirement that those 
in Florida who possess Class I animals must post a $10,000 bond and the reclassification 
of a cougar to Class I, making it illegal to own as a pet in FL.

As part of the Big Cat Coalition she has worked with The International Fund for Animal 
Welfare, the Humane Society of the United States, Born Free, the World Wildlife Fund, the 
Animal Legal Defense Fund, the Wild Cat Conservation Legal Aid Society, World Council 
for Animal Rights, the Dean of the Massachusetts School of Law, Ian Somerhalder 
Foundation, and the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries. Together they represent 
more than 18 million supporters.  

The coalition formed in 2011 and decided on a three prong approach to ending the abuse 
of tigers including;  Closing the generic tiger loophole at the USFWS, asking USDA to 
close the 4 week window of cub petting and a federal bill that ends the breeding and trade 
in big cats outside of AZA zoos.  By 2013 the USFWS and the USDA had put the group's 
suggestions on the Federal Register for public comment and had received nearly 30,000 
comments in support. The Big Cats and Public Safety Protection Act, a federal bill to stop 
public handling of big cats and their cubs and ending the private possession of big cats 
had 5 Senate cosponsors and 84 cosponsors in the House and is poised for passage.

Carole Baskin's mission is to end the trade in exotic cats and thus put herself out of 
business.
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