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JOIN US FOR THE 8TH ANNUAL BIG CAT RESCUE FUR BALL 2007

Big Cat Rescue will host its 8th annual Fur Ball on Friday night, October 12th, 2007. The event will be held at A La Carte Pavilion from 6:30 PM 
until midnight.  “Great Fun” are the words that are most often used to describe the hugely successful sold out Fur Ball in past years.  The fun starts 
in deciding what to wear and then seeing how other people dress.  The attire is “Safari Costume Formal”, which includes traditional formal attire, 
animal and jungle print, safari costume, or any mix in between.  Be creative and have fun with it!  Prizes will be awarded to best dressed!  The fun 
has just begun!  Thanks to generous donors and vendors, this year’s ball is packed with activity and culinary delights.  Beat out other bidders in 
the live auction for four spectacular international vacations including Africa, India, Majorca and Christmas in Vienna or 30 days in the incredible 
$90,000 Jaguar XK convertible that was generously donated by Jaguar of Tampa. Or perhaps you may want try your luck and win a $3675 Rolex, 
donated by AvantGold Jewelers.  Dine on an exquisite gourmet dinner and choose either 1. portibello “Wellington, a braised portobello mushroom 
with goat cheese and wild mushroom pate enrobed in puff pastry or 2. pan seared tilapia over mashed new potatoes with grilled asparagus pecan 
brown butter and caper berries, mmmm! For dessert enjoy a chocolate meringue ”Raft” filled with banana rum compote on a “Sea” of strawberry 
coulis with chocolate leopard print sail, delicious! But that’s not all. Drink complimentary palate pleasing Chardonnay, Merlot, and Cabernet wines 
all evening provided by Papio Wines.  Also receive a free drink ticket for specialty drinks provided by Future Brands.  Cast your vote for the best 
big cat themed dessert by sampling finalists for the King of Feasts contest.  Pound away to the jungle beat in the Drumming Circle with Jana Broder.  
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Save money big time at the Big Cat Bargains Sale with 
hundreds of discounted restaurant certificates, art, home 
goods and other great items.  Dance the night away to the 
groovy Wholly Cats Band.  Peek into the future with tarot 
and palm readings by the mystical Clang.  Get your game 
on at the Wheel of For-
tune casino table provided 
by Dan Mar Productions. 
Puff on the patio and relax 
with a Cuesta Rey Pyra-
mid #9 cigar donated by 
J.C. Newman Cigar Com-
pany.  Do you need any 
more reasons to buy your 
tickets today?  Cough it 
up, it’s fur a good cause!
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KEEPER LOG

Tiger Rescue Update
In our last issue we reported 
the rescue of four tigers that 
were doomed to be eutha-
nized if a home could not be 
found for them.  They were 
the last four cats of more 
than 100 that became home-
less when a breeding facility 
in central Florida was shut 
down by the USDA.  
With the generous contribu-
tions of many of our support-
ers, the rescue of these four 
tigers was made possible.  In 
March, TJ, Bella, Trucha, 
and Modnic found refuge at 
Big Cat Rescue.  
Upon their arrival the cats 
were very shy and even seemed in shock at their new 
found home.  These beautiful cats had come from de-
plorable conditions.  After just a few weeks all four had 
turned around completely and warmed up to their new 
surroundings and keepers.  Modnic and Trucha live to-
gether on the lake past Nikita the Lion.  They have a 
large grassy Cat.a.tat with a huge cave den and a pool 
to cool off in.  Trucha swims 
almost daily.  They both are 
very personable and will 
trot up to greet keepers as 
they pass by, chuffing all the 
way.  These two girls were 
living together when they 
were rescued and so we de-
cided to keep them together.  
They both share the same 
birthday, so it is believed 
that they are sisters.  
The other two rescuees, TJ 
and Bella, have finally been 
reunited and now share a de-
luxe tiger enclosure.  TJ and Bella were mates when 
they were rescued.  In keeping with Big Cat Rescue’s 
No Breeding Policy, the two tigers were housed in adja-
cent and separated enclosures.  Temporarily until Bella 
could be spayed.  On May 31st,  Rescuers gathered after 
hours along with Big Cat Rescue Vet Dr. Wadsworth 
and Volunteer Vet and Senior Keeper Dr. Wynn to per-
form Bella’s surgery.  Once she was successfully dart-
ed and tranquilized, Bella was carried by Senior Staff 
and Wynn on a backboard and loaded into a truck to 
be transported to our onsite West Boensch Cat Hospi-
tal.  Here she was met 
by Dr. Wadsworth and 
several Senior level 
volunteers and was 
prepped for surgery.  
The entire procedure 
went along smoothly 
and without any prob-
lems and took only an 
hour and a half from 
start to finish.  The sur-
gery was also filmed 
for use in a future pod-
cast.  After the surgery 

was completed, Bella was loaded up 
into a large transport cage and left to 
wake up inside the Cat Hospital.  Vol-
unteers took shifts watching over Bel-
la until she was fully awake.  The next 
day she was shifted into the hospital 
cage for further recovery.  The hospi-
tal cage has a concrete 
floor and provides a 
more sanitary envi-
ronment for healing 
cats to recover.  With 
Bella’s surgery inci-
sion closed with steel 
stitches and staples 
we did not want to 
risk infection by put-
ting her back out into 
her enclosure so she 
spent a few weeks 
healing in the hospi-

tal cage.  During her recovery, staff Cat.a.tat designer 
and constructor Vernon Stairs connected two full size 
tiger enclosures together with a hallway.  The large Cat.
a.tat was then painted by Volunteers in an ongoing ef-
fort to preserve the wire of existing enclosures.  This 
new deluxe tiger pad is located right across the road 
from the three cougar cubs, Artemis, Ares, and Orion.  
Once renovations had been completed, TJ was relocat-

ed from his quarantine enclosure 
into his new home.  He had really 
grown to enjoy people nearby so 
this new prime spot on the lake 
and the tour path was just the thing 
for him.  He is quickly becoming 
a favorite among volunteers and 
guests alike.  TJ took full advan-
tage of his spacious Cat.a.tat right 
away.  He checked out both cave 
dens inside and out and even went 
swimming in his new ponds.  He 
made himself right at home and 
now only waited for Bella’s re-

turn.  When Bella had completely 
healed from her surgery she was relocated into one side 
of the tiger duplex, while TJ was locked in the other 
half.  The two would need to spend several days near 
each and their behaviors observed by staff before be-
ing reunited.  TJ, young and energetic, was excited to 
see Bella. She on the other hand was more interested 
in exploring her new home.  Over the next few days, 
Bella became more and more relaxed and seemed to 
thoroughly appreciate her new life.  Soon the two tigers 
were reunited.  These times can be quite stressful for the 
staff and volunteers.  These are wild animals and their 

reactions can never 
be predicted.  Every-
one was holding their 
breath and crossing 
their fingers as the 
separating door be-
tween TJ and Bella 
was lifted.  TJ im-
mediately burst into 
Bella’s enclosure 
checking out the den 
and marking it as his 
own before pounc-
ing playfully towards 

Bella.  A little older and less tolerant she quickly stood 
her ground and claimed herself as dominant.  She hissed 
and growled and even swatted a very confused TJ in the 
face.  He was happy to have a playmate again and didn’t 
seem to understand what all the fuss was about.  Bella 
was just acting on instinct claiming the space as hers 
and announcing her dominance.  The two have grown to 

enjoy each others’ compa-
ny once again and can be 
found lounging together 
in their new home.  Now 
is the purrr-fect time to 
visit them on a tour and 
see how they are enjoy-
ing their new life.  We 
are so glad that these two 
were able to be reunited 
and that the remainder of 
their lives will be spent 
in a wonderful and loving 
place.

A Rain Dance
Rainy days are what it’s all about at Big Cat Rescue 
recently.  Nearly every day it has rained, sometimes 
for just a short while and other times all day long.  We 
are very blessed to have the rainfall that we have had.  
The overall average for the year has been lower than 
normal.  Much of the vegetation on our grounds was 
shriveled and near death and our roads and parking area 
would turn into a whirl of dust with the passing of each 
car.  Now with the immense rainfall, the sanctuary has 
been restored to the lush tropical paradise it once was.  
With all the rain also comes a hindrance.  Many of the 
maintenance projects on grounds have been delayed 
or suspended, the mosquitoes are back, and the grass 
seems to need mowing on a daily basis sprouting up 
several inches overnight!

Bobcat Gets Cat.a.tat Makeover
Breezy Bobcat got improvements to her Cat.a.tat.  Over 
the past month, Staff, Volunteers and Interns have been 
working on a project 
to upgrade one of 
the resident bobcat’s 
enclosures.  Rescu-
ers collaborated on 
a design that would 
add many improve-
ments to Breezy’s 
home.
New plants were 
added to the space 
including gardenia bushes, a small ficus tree, ferns and 
a butterfly garden.  The larger bushes and tree will pro-
vide more cover for the elusive Bobcat and the butterfly 
plants will attract pollinators giving Breezy something 
to watch flutter about.  A second den was installed and 
covered with a mound of dirt creating a cave den.  The 
dirt will insulate the den creating a cool place to rest in 
the summer and a warm place to cuddle up in during the 
winter.  Lastly several pieces of Cat.a.tat Furniture were 
built and installed.  These included an elevated platform 
and a 24 foot long boardwalk.  The platform sits about 
4 feet off the ground and is just a short hop down from 
the boardwalk which is about 7 feet off the ground.  The 
platform provides a cool resting place to observe her sur-
roundings from and the boardwalk leads into Breezy’s 
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favorite resting spot in the fork of her large oak tree.  As 
a final touch, a bird feeder was installed nearby to at-
tract the local wild birds providing what we like to call 
“Cat TV”!  Next in line for similar upgrades are Cleo, 
Running Bear, and Little White Dove, all Bobcats.  This 
project was made possible through a very special fund 
called The Casper Project.  If you would like to contrib-
ute to this fund fill out the order form on page 10.

Hercules Saves The Snow Leopards
How Hercules’s poo can help save snow leopards in the 
wild. By: Brian Czarnik
Having nearly 
140 exotic cats 
not only gives 
us the chance to 
educate people 
about their situ-
ations in captiv-
ity and in the 
wild, but when 
called upon to 
help in conser-
vation efforts 
it allows us as 
a sanctuary to 
lend a helping 
hand. Since Big 
Cat Rescue has taken to the Internet with its pod cast-
ing and is now highly visible to a wider new audience, 
other organizations have taken note and asked us to 
help them in many ways.  Recently, our good friends at 
the Snow Leopard Trust (www.snowleopard.org) asked 
us to take part in a project in which they needed fecals. 
Our cats are always more than willing to lend a helping 
hand, or in this case lend a...well ya know.   So, for ten 
days fecals were collected from our resident male snow 
leopard Hercules. Snow Leopards are an endangered 
species who live in the mountainous regions of central 
and south Asia. The first five specimens were collected 
and frozen and the last five were stored in a cool place. 
After all 10 fecal samples were labeled the package 
was then sent to Dr. Deborah Smith in California. From 
there they will be used by the group Working Dogs for 
Conservation (www.workingdogsforconservation.org) 
which is an organization that trains dogs to identify spe-
cies and individual animals via scat samples.   Work-
ing Dogs has been involved in projects in the past to 
help such animals as the grizzly bear, cougar and fox. 
Their current project with the Snow Leopard Trust will 
train dogs with the ability to sniff out the highly elu-
sive leopards’ territory. Researchers working with these 
dogs will then be able to find wild snow leopard feces 
(and maybe the snow leopard who produced it), and 

from that process information such as the species’ pres-
ence, relative abundance, food habits, parasite loads, 
habitat use and home range size. This information will 
help them understand a lot more about the habits and 
range of this animal and then they can concentrate their 
efforts better to help preserve this beautiful feline.   It 
is so satisfying for the staff and volunteers at Big Cat 
Rescue to be able to help save a species of big cat, while 
simply doing one of our many daily chores. Cleaning 
the enclosures in the heat and rain storms of the sum-
mer can be physically demanding at times, but studies 
like this are uplifting and helps put a smile on our face 
when we are walking around with bags full of stinky 
poo. It also helps Big Cat Rescue’s mission in putting 
the emphasis on supporting the most efficient way to 
preserve any feline species, which is simply saving its 
habitat.   Be sure to check out both the Snow Leopard 
Trust and the Working Dogs for Conservation web site 
to find out how you can support their great efforts in 
animal conservation.

Jumanji Gets A Room With A View
In our last issue we told you about Jumanji the Leopard 
and the overdue upgrades that were going to be made to 
his Cat.a.tat.  These 
upgrades included 
painting his enclo-
sure to protect it from 
rust, adding on a sec-
ond addition nearly 
doubling the size of 
the enclosure and a 
large mountain den.    
Jumanji was housed 
in one of our lake 
side enclosures dur-
ing renovations to his 
home.  He enjoyed 
his time in the new 
space, but quickly be-
gan to miss seeing all 
of the Keepers and Guests so frequently.  Jumanji was 
ready to come home.  Upon being released back into 
his newly renovated Cat.a.tat, Jumanji set out exploring 
every inch of his the new space.  He patrolled the pe-
rimeter and checked out his new tree.  After completely 
investigating the addition, he returned to the older sec-
tion of his enclosure and noticed the huge mountain den 
right in the front of his Cat.a.tat.  He quickly ran over 
and stuck his head inside the den to check it out before 
jumping up on top to get a better view of his neighbor-

hood.  The top 
of the den has 
become one of 
Jumanji’s fa-
vorite places to 
hang out.  Here 
he can get a 
good look in 
all directions.  
Tour guests 
love seeing him 
pounce way up 
high on top of 
the den tower-
ing over the 
group.  Jumanji 
also hangs out 

up there around feeding time so he can keep a keen eye 
out for his feeder.  Thanks to generous supporters and 
Cat.a.tat. Constructor Vernon Stairs for giving Jumanji 
an awesome new home.

Sugar And Shadow On The Move
In an ongoing effort to renovate our Cat.a.tats, Sugar 
and Shadow were recently moved into a newly renovat-

ed enclosure in turn leav-
ing their Cat.a.tat empty 
and ready to be worked 
on next.  These two cou-
gars didn’t move far, just 
two doors down actually.  
They are now right next to 
Hercules and across from 
Enya on the tour path.  
This enclosure is really 
long allowing for Shadow 
to follow along, as he usu-
ally does,  as Keepers and 
Guests pass by.  The den 

is also right on the path and the two can often be found 
lounging high above.  Moving the cats from one enclo-
sure to another not only allows for renovations to be 
made, but is also a very enriching experience for the 
animal.  When moved to a new location, there are new 
sights, sounds, scents, and neighbors, all of which is 
new and interesting to the cat.  These cats have to spend 
their entire lives in cages so we try to make this the best 
possible experience by making sure that there is plenty 
of environmental enrichment.

Keep Up To Date With The Very Latest 
At Big Cat Rescue On Your Computer!
Just about every 
week another new 
and exciting pod-
cast is uploaded for 
all to enjoy.  From 
species spotlights 
to special events 
at the rescue you’ll 
find it on one of 
these great hosting 
sites.  Tune in for a 
wild time!   
  

www.BigCatRescue.org/blog
www.Myspace.com/1bigcatrescue

www.youtube.com/profile?user=BigCatRescue
*OR Search “Big Cat Rescue” on
 www.VIDEO.GOOGLE.COM

 Taking over the world one screen at a time!
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BUCCANEER MEETS BIG CATS

Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers quarterback 
Chris Simms and 12 
youngsters from The 
Children’s Home in 
Tampa explored Big 
Cat Rescue on June 
13th. The group was 
guided on a special 
tour of the sanctuary 
to meet several of the 
big cats, a favorite 
of which was Shere 
Khan.  Here’s what Chris had to say about his visit, 
“It’s a great chance to come out and see some ani-
mals you wouldn’t see out in Florida on a regular 
basis.  I really enjoy it. It’s a great learning experi-
ence. I think Big Cat Rescue is my favorite.” This 
was the second year in a row that Chris Simms has 
included Big Cat Rescue in his Wild Adventures 
Program with The Children’s Home. Simms has 
visited Big Cat Rescue several times on his own 
and even brought wide receiver Joey Galloway 
along for a tour last year.

CAMERA TRAPPING FL BOBCAT

Since the rescue, rehabilitation and finally the release of Faith, the FL 
Bobcat, in 2005, Jamie Veronica has led BCR Interns and Volunteers on 
tracking expeditions twice a month.  During these afternoon trips, Res-
cuers locate and identify tracks, animals, and plant life and check up on 
three camera traps set up to capture images of wildlife that pass by.  In the 
nearly two years of tracking, 
there have only been a hand-
ful of sightings of Faith.  She 
has been spotted by park atten-
dants three times and has been 
captured on BCR camera traps 

twice.  The sightings have been spread out and indicate that 
she is doing well in her natural habitat.  Most of the year so 
far has not been good tracking at all.  The past several months 
were so dry that the pathways were all dried out and sandy.  
About a month ago the rains began again and Rescuers were 
excited because with the rain comes the mud!  On the latest 
expedition, Interns made plaster casts of coyote tracks.  Several sets of Bobcat tracks were also identified, 
but were not fresh enough to cast.  The camera traps are still capturing hundreds of images each month, 
pictured here are some of the best of July.  Tracking expeditions occur mid-day, but recently Rescuers 
were in the field much later than usual.  This proved to be the optimum time for wildlife viewing.  A num-
ber of animals were observed including, a gopher tortoise, hawks, baby alligators, deer, and even a coyote.  
The forest had come alive with activity just before sunset.  A future late afternoon tracking expedition is 
already planned.  Hopefully some Bobcats will be spotted....

Photos: Interns Amanda, Nate, Mike, 
Daria and Volunteer Justin set up a 
camera trap, coyote spotted during 
tracking, camera trap photos clock-
wise from top left; three bobcats, coy-
ote, and a deer.  Two of these camera 
traps were made possible by Tyler 
Irons & Lynn & Stuart Lang!

ZABU THE WHITE TIGER
by Jamie Veronica

Glossy photo with red or black mat.
4x6 - $10.00, 5x7 - $17.00, 8x10 - $24.00
Glossy photo without mat 11x14 - $31.00

S&H Included Order on page 10

LOCAL HEROES

Teenager Christopher Fontaine may very well have 
risked his life going down a drain to rescue a cou-
ple of kittens. The Fontaine family spent more than 
five hours one recent Sunday and early Monday 
working to rescue the kittens. It all started when 
Michael Fontaine, 13, heard a kitten crying from 
inside a pipe near their home. We were incredibly 
impressed, here at Big Cat Rescue, that they stood 
up and did the right thing, against all odds. To show 
our appreciation, we invited them to come out for 
a tour and presented them with a very special hero 
award. The kittens are fine and the boys decided to 
keep them due to their dramatic bonding. Thank 
you Michael and Christopher.You are our kind of 
heroes and we honor you for your courage, com-
passion and respect for animals.

TIGER PARTS FOR SALE

Tiger parts for sale! Get your tiger parts 
here! Well, they may not be shouting this 
ugly truth in the streets so blatantly, but they 
might as well be, because it’s the reality of 
what’s going on behind closed gates. Our 
most pressing legislative action this month 
is to protect China’s tigers.  They are being 
bred like farm animals and sold for their 
coveted parts for mystical health remedies and status. This is a 
majestic creature not intended for consumption and exploitation 
in this way. Big Cat Rescue was just asked by the U.S. State De-
partment to help protect the last 35 remaining Amur Leopards in 
Russia.  More details will be coming soon, but one of the threats 
to the Amur Leopard is that it is cheaper for poachers to kill wild 
tigers and leopards for their parts than to farm them.  If China 
allows the trade in tiger parts the wild populations are doomed 
because a bullet costs $1.00 compared to thousands of dollars in 
the cost of raising these animals for a legal trade.  Won’t you let 
your voice be heard?  www.CatLaws.com        Photo: Shere Khan

SAND CAT STARS

Our Sand Cat Video made it to #1 on Current TV website. When 
a pod cast makes it to #1, they get aired on television.  You can 
check out www.current.tv and type “sand cats” to check it out and 
find out what channel to find current tv on in your area. We need 
your help to get more people to view and vote for our videos on 
Current due to the constant exposure it could bring. We post pods 
weekly on our You Tube channel as well. The Sand Cat is one of 
our smallest residents as well as a very elusive feline that not a 
lot of people have ever seen in the wild or in captivity. Not much 
is known about this feline whose population is going down as the 

human population 
in the desert areas 
rise. The Sand Cat is 
one of our favorites 
and hopefully will 
be one of yours as 
well. Our videos are 
educational and also 
clever. Hopefully 
this video will in-
spire you to support 
feline conservation 
efforts around the 
globe. 
Photo: Genie, Sand Cat
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TIGERS HAVE IT GOOD, THANKS TO 
AUTHOR CALEB CARR

In May Janice Heckert and Caleb Carr were the top two 
donors to help us rescue the four tigers, TJ, Bella, Trucha 
and Modnic.  They each donated $5,000.00 as soon as the 
plea for help went out and because of their quick response 
we were able to respond immediately.  As mentioned in 
other editions of this paper, and perhaps elsewhere here, 
there were a lot of people who made generous donations 
to save these cats and we thank them for that.  Our rela-
tionship with Caleb Carr goes back a year or more when 
he first became a big donor to Big Cat Rescue.  He had 
contacted us about his desire to save tigers and cougars 
especially, but he has a fondness for all of the wild cat 
species.  So much so that he let the cat out of the bag by 
telling us that there will be a cameo appearance by a fe-
line in one of his upcoming books.  Caleb is a celebrated 

American novelist, screen-
writer and a military histo-
rian.  Some of his books in-
clude The Alienist, The Angel of Darkness, Casing the 
Promised Land, Killing Time, The Italian Secretary, and 
the nonfiction books The Devil Soldier and The Lessons 
of Terror. We are fortunate to have a politically minded 
supporter like Caleb Carr who can wield the power of 
the pen.  After helping us to save the tigers he wanted to 
do more and donated another $10,000.00 to re-furbish-
ing the pools for all of the cats.  His legacy will include 
more than ink on paper;  it will include lives saved, lives 
enriched and a change in the way people think about 
animals.                       Photo: Sarmoti the Tiger by his pond

NOTABLE VISITS

American Momentum Bank 
Executives.  We are very pleased 
to announce that American Mo-
mentum Bank has signed on as 
one of three King of Beasts top 
level sponsors for our upcoming 
Fur Ball.  American Momentum 
is an unusual new bank that was 
founded just last year with $100 
million in capital and with a 
mission of providing the best possible customer service.  We are already experienc-
ing that in our relationship with them.  Pictured here are Director of Marketing Cozee 
Smith with son Preston, Chief Credit Officer John Thompson and wife Kelli, and 
CFO Bill Falzone with daughter Brandi, as our recently rescued tiger TJ looks on.  

Mrs. Tampa Carrie Mobley.  Pictured here are 
Carrie Mobley, the 2007 “Mrs. Tampa” contest 
winner, with her three boys Brett (21 months), 
Evan (3) and Jacob (4), and our white tiger Zabu.  
Carrie’s last visit was about two years ago when 
she was very pregnant with Brett.  She made us 
promise to not use that photo!   Carrie is a singer, 
public speaker, former baton twirler for the De-
troit Lions, and passionate about causes like pre-
venting youth smoking and, of course,  animal 
welfare.  She will be competing for Mrs. Florida 

at the pageant to be held Nov. 17 at the Orange County Convention Center.  The pag-
eant will include evening gown, swim suit, public speaking and beauty competitions.  
Before that, though, she will be appearing at our Fur Ball Oct. 12.

Home Shopping Network Back For 
More.  In the last two issues we have 
reported on the great work that HSN 
volunteers have done in preparing our 
back three acres to receive the new 
wall.  Yet another group came in June, 
the fifth this year, to continue clearing 
the area and painting our utility shed.  In 
the picture with the shed are, from left 
to right, Tom Stancik, Dawn Radford and 
Al O’Donnell. By the dump trailer are Normand 
Carter, Mark Groves, Rebecca Schipull, Terri 
Maiko, Julie Simmons, Terese Anderson, and 
Charles Elliott.  Many thanks to this hard working 
group!

PriceWaterhouseCoopers Volunteers.  PWC is another company that has a great 
community service program.   The “Month of Giving” is a national initiative where 
PWC staff and Partners all over the country volunteer time to improve their surround-
ing communities during the month of June. This is the second year in a row they chose 
Big Cat Rescue as one of the recipients.  The motto of their program, as seen on their 
T-shirts in the photo with one of our large toy tigers, is “One person can make a differ-
ence.  Working together, 30,000 can help inspire change.”  Well, these 15 folks sure 
made changes in the overgrown area we had to clear.  Pictured here, not in order of 
appearance, are Ann Marie Calvo, Maribeth  Ryan, Michael Turner, Jared Womack, 

Jack Walther, Darrin 
Pollard, Sharon Con-
nell, Jennifer Stevens, 
Melissa King, Kim-
berly Barber, Karen 
Thompson, Walter 
Escott, Kyle Keys, 
Thomas Van Horn and 
Joe Kahr.  We appreci-
ate it very much and 
hope to see you again 
next year!

SUMMER CAMP A SUCCESS

This summer we had a junior group of 
campers who were between 8 and 11 and  
a senior group of campers who were 12-
15 years old.   We had 2 certified teach-
ers Erin and Coleen who instructed the 
86 campers who 
attended 1 or more 
sessions during the 
7 weeks of camp.  
Summer camp 
themes included 
Ecology, Ani-
mal Adaptations, 
Working Animals, 
Animal Behavior, 
Genetics, Conser-
vation and Animal Classification.   Guest 
speakers were invited to add interest and 
variety to the topics presented.  Tess, 
an educator with The Florida Aquarium 
brought marine invertebrates for the 
campers to meet and learn about.   Pat, 
a volunteer 
with Big 
Cat Rescue 
and a re-
tired teach-
er, taught 
the camp-
ers about 
butterflies.  This presentation included 
a visit to the butterfly garden where the 
campers could find evidence of caterpil-

lars and butterflies in their various stag-
es of life.  Patricia, another one of our 
amazing volunteers, presented informa-
tion about legislative issues that relate to 
animals.  Some of the campers put this 
information to use by writing practice 
letters to legislators to express their view 

of the laws discussed.  
Kimberly from the Hu-
mane Society came to 
talk with the campers 
about the importance of 
being a responsible pet 
owner. Dr. Liz Wynn 
a local veterinarian as 
well as volunteer spoke 
with the campers about 
medical care at the sanc-

tuary.    Big Cat Rescue appreciates these 
speakers for taking the time to provide 

wonderful learn-
ing opportunities 
for our campers.  
The campers also 
enjoyed many dif-

ferent activities each day including; 
hikes to observe the cats, preparing 
omnivore diets and observing feeding, 
making enrichment and observing the 
cat’s reactions, observing operant con-
ditioning, building mock habitats for 
selected cat species, extracting straw-

berry DNA, and competing in scavenger 
hunts.  2007 summer camp at Big Cat 
Rescue was an unprecedented success! 

“I like everything 
about camp, it was 
fun!” (CAMPER)

“Its unique.  My kids love 
telling their friends about the 
cats.  It always surprises me 
how much they learn and re-
member.” (PARENT)



  6   -   The Big Cat Times   -   FALL 2007  -   www.BigCatRescue.org - 813.920.4130

                Year       Unwanted      We Took    Found
End       Big Cats      These    Homes 
1999        55                   13                  0 
2000        56                   11                     0 
2001        78                   10                  6 
2002        74                    4                  0 
2003       312                    8                  4 
2004       110                    6                  3 
2005         94                    9                  2 
2006         81                   0                 3

TOTAL    814                 61               18

The numbers of big cats who were ending up 
homeless did not begin to decrease until after 
this bill became law.  It was then and there that I 

knew what Saber had been trying to tell me.  We 
had been educating people about why these ani-
mals should not be bred in captivity, used in perfor-
mances or kept as pets since 1997, but it was legis-
lation that caused the abusive practices to decline, 
and with that drop in abuse, came the decrease in 
abandonment.  
Today, August 1, 2007, it had rained all day when I 
went out to check on my old friend Saber the tiger.  After a 
long drought, the rain is welcome, but even more so today 
to help hide the fact that tears stream down my face.  At 
the age of 22, Saber is slipping away from us and it makes 
us all feel sad.  

A natural death is a slow process and 
painful to witness.  We have seen it 
time and again over the years, but it is 
always hard to let nature take its course.  
As long as the cat is in good spirits and 
continues to eat and enjoy life we watch 
them virtually disappear before our eyes.  
Something changes in their bodies as 

they continue to eat the same as before, but begin to waste 
away.  We always go through the diagnostics.  They sleep 
most of their days away in the end, and their gait is slowed 
when they do get up 
for dinner.  We watch 
them closely to deter-
mine when the time to 
intercede arrives, and 
each cat lets us know 
when they are ready.
Our staff has been 
watching him close-
ly and reporting to 
me by phone while 
I was in Washington 
the past week.  They 
didn’t think Saber 
was ready to go yet, 
but we all know it 
wouldn’t be long.  I 
was glad to have the 
chance to come and make a final report to Saber on the 
work he had initiated back in 2002.  There had been many 
successes in the legislative arena.
I told him about Governor Crist signing the Python Bill 
into law on July 2, 2007.  Saber knew from our previous 
discussions that the Python Bill carried a clause in it that 
would require people who display big cats in Florida to 
carry 2 million dollars in liability insurance or, at least, 
post a $10,000 bond with the state in case someone gets 

hurt or the animal ends up being abandoned.  
It costs about $7,500 a year to properly care for just 
one tiger, so anyone who wants to have one as a pet by 
calling themselves an educator will now have to be held 
accountable financially.  That will keep an awful lot of 
people from foolishly going out and buying a tiger cub.  
It will also make people think twice before they let 
some photo booth operator dump last year’s babies on 
them.  If people who make a living off the babies can’t 
sell them and can’t give them away then they will have 
to stop breeding them.  Some of these charlatans are 
using and then killing the cubs, according to the testi-
mony of one big cat vet in Florida, but the public won’t 
stand for that once it is exposed.  
I silently spoke with Saber, heart to heart, as I didn’t 
want to wake him.  He was sleeping peacefully on the 
soft earthen bed inside his massive cave.  An overhang 
of leafy branches provided a dry spot just outside his 

den and it was there that one 
massive foot was propped 
up on the lip of the open-
ing to the cave and his big, 
sleepy head emerged from 
the darkness to rest.  
Silently I relayed the work 

of the past week in Washington, DC and told Saber 
about testifying at a committee briefing for Haley’s Act.  
I had shared the stories of some of the cats here to the 
staffers so they would understand why this bill to ban 
contact with big cats and their cubs was not only about 
human safety, but also to prevent cruelty to the cubs 
who are ripped from their mothers, used a brief time 
and discarded.   I told him about Howie, Susan and I all 
going door to door in the Senate handing out packets to 
illustrate that the only time the killings, maulings and 
escapes cease is when a state enacts a ban on the pos-
session of big cats.  States like Florida, who merely reg-
ulate it, continue to see an increase in incidents because 
there is never enough money to regulate the industry.  
Those golden orbs of his, that mesmerize me so, were 
flickering behind shuttered eyelids.  I wondered what 

dreams he has these 
days?  Does he re-
live a past of being 
made to perform and 
being dominated by 
a man in a sequined 
leotard who car-
ries a whip?  Do the 
toes quiver from the 
terror of the past or 
from his memories 
of frolicking here 
where he has been 
safe and loved?  Or is 
he dreaming of a life 
where all animals 
are safe and loved 
that his eyes flutter 

with anticipation?  
It reminds me of the closing lines in the story, Black 
Beauty, “...I shall never be sold, and so I have noth-
ing to fear; and here my story ends. My troubles are all 
over, and I am at home.”
If Saber touched your heart today, take a few minutes 
and show him that you got the message and will pass it 
on by sending a letter to your lawmaker asking for bet-
ter protection for the cats here:  www.CatLaws.com

SABER THE TIGER
by Carole Basking, Founder of Big Cat Rescue

Did you ever meet 
someone and from 
the minute you first 
met them you felt 
like you had known 
them your entire 
life?  That is the way 
it was the day I first 
met Saber the tiger.  
He was 17 years old 
the day he retired 
from the circus to 
Big Cat Rescue in 
2002.  He was in 
the second group of 
tigers to come from the circus.  The first group had ar-
rived in 2000 because the circus was no longer going 
to “be in the cat business.”  As public awareness has 
increased about how much we have in common with 
animals, it has become more and more incomprehen-
sible that creatures as magnificent as tigers should 
be used for our amusement.  This shift in perception 
would mean freedom from life on the road in box cars 
and tractor trailers.  
It meant everything in the world to Saber, who proudly 
strode out into his grassy, shady, lake side digs.  As he 
walked toward me, eyes gently fixed on mine, I stood 
frozen in the admiration of him.  When a big 
cat looks you directly in the eyes, it usually 
means that you are about to be challenged, 
but it was apparent that his eyes were say-
ing, “Hello, my old friend.”  He wanted me 
to know, from the very first second that he ar-
rived, that there was a reason he was here and 
that I needed to pay attention.
Trying to shake off the spell of his captivating gaze, 
I wondered if I was just enamored with his flawless 
beauty.  He was the most perfect tiger I had ever laid 
eyes on.  He was small, but powerful, and his ears were 
without mar.  Performing cats usually have ragged ears 
from years of being beaten up by their cage mates in the 
ring.  Tigers are solitary in the wild and would never 
share such tight quarters with others. There is always 
a level of tension in these animals that have been used 
this way, and the scars to prove the assumption.  
Saber’s ruff was fluffy, giving him a teddy bear face, 
but his grace and confidence portrayed an animal so 
regal that the other cats must have yielded to his pres-
ence.  It was working on me.  From this day forward 
all Saber would ever know would be love and respect.  
He would have the best that we could provide him...but 
he was demanding more.  He was not going to let me 
break from the trance without knowing that much more 
would be required of me.  
This had to be an end.  It had to be the end of an era 
where animals like Saber were used as props.    We had 
been trying to effect change through education, but had 
only recently begun to get politically active.  The first 
congressional bill that we had set out to see made into 
law was the Captive Wild Animal Safety Act.  It made 
it illegal to sell big cats across state lines as pets and 
was signed into law in December 2003.  
I had begun to track the number of big cats who were 
being dumped in 1999 and as you can see from the 
chart the numbers were escalating until this bill became 
law:

“Performing cats usually 
have ragged ears from years 
of being beaten up by their 
cage mates in the ring.”

“This had to be an 
end.  It had to be the 
end of an era where 
animals like Saber 
were used as props.”

Rest In Peace Saber 1985 - 8.3.2007
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FLEETWOOD THE COUGAR
by Scott Lope, BCR Operations Manager

In early July, I was fortunate enough to spend a 
week in the Rocky Mountains in Colorado.  This 
trip was more than just a much needed vacation, it 
also enabled me to fulfill a commitment made over 
five years ago.  This commitment was a promise 
made to a cougar named Fleetwood, a cougar who 
was born in a cage, lived his entire life in a cage, 
and died in a cage.  Fleetwood was born in 1997 at 
Big Cat Rescue, then known as WildLife On Easy 
Street.  His birth was not intentional, but back in 
the pre-Big Cat Rescue days, there were far more cats than enclosures and unplanned babies did happen.  
Fleetwood and his sister Enya were adorable as are all cougar cubs, but as all cougar cubs do, they quickly 
grew out of the cute and cuddly stage and into the role of the largest feline hunter in North America.  Fleet-
wood and Enya were favorites at the sanctuary of both volunteers and guests.  Fleetwood had a tendency 
to eat every weird thing he could find and not once but two times had to have surgery to remove such 

objects.  Despite his eating habits, Fleetwood grew up to be 
a robust, healthy cougar of over 150 lbs.  He had a curious 
characteristic as well. His head was always cocked to one 
side as if he was pondering what to do next.  Tragically in 
June of 2001, Fleetwood died unexpectedly due to a severe 
drug reaction after a routine medical procedure to remove su-
tures.  Everyone who knew Fleetwood was devastated and 
after searching the cage a few times, his puzzled sister Enya 
seemed to know he wasn’t coming back.  Fleetwood was cre-
mated and a pact was made, since he was never free in life, 
Fleetwood would rest eternally in the wild where he truly be-
longed.  As the years passed and efforts to place Fleetwood’s 
ashes in the Everglades proved unfeasible, I never forgot the 

promise made so long ago.  When I had the chance 
to go camping and hiking in the Rocky Moun-
tains, I knew this was prime cougar habitat and 
my one chance for Fleetwood.  On my second day 
in Colorado, I hiked through the mountains to a 
remote Alpine lake.  Along the way on the craggy 
rocky slopes, I could imagine Fleetwood stalking 
the many elk and mule deer that walked that very 
trail.  Near the top stood a lone tree on a rocky 
outcrop and I knew I had found the perfect spot.  
Against a brilliant blue sky in the chilly morning 
air, I released Fleetwood’s ashes to the wind.  As 
they drifted away, I could see Fleetwood leaping 
over the rocks and bounding into the forest be-
low.  With tears in my eyes and my mission ac-
complished, I knew I could enjoy the rest of my 
trip.  When I returned to the sanctuary the next 
week and approached Enya’s enclosure, she ran over to greet me as usual, but her voice sounded a little 
different.  Her “chirps” were faster and higher pitched.  I think she knew...Fleetwood was finally free.  

(Scott Lope started out like any other volunteer.  He moved up through the levels of the volunteer program 
and after many years of service to the sanctuary was hired by the rescue.  Lope then worked his way up 
through various positions and was eventually named Director of Operations.  Lope has been with Big Cat 
Rescue for nearly ten years.)

Photos: Fleetwood, Fleetwood & Enya, Scott releasing Fleetwood’s ashes

MEMORIAL WALL KEEPS GROWING!

If you compare the wall photo in this issue to last you will see the 
memorial wall has grown substantially!  Last issue we reported 
that kind donors had funded 13 of the marble plaques that cre-
ate a permanent memorial for the cats who have passed on.  As 
of this writing, 12 more have been funded so we have 25 cats 
permanently remembered with 20 to go.  Many thanks to the 
new donors below, and particularly to the Benton/Zoghby fam-
ily who generously donated all four of the unfunded plaques that 
were featured in the last issue:

Agave, Sand Cat 2000-2005                      Cindy Barron-Jordan
Casper,  Cougar 1991-2004                     John & Angie Martin
Cloud Dancin’, Bobcat 1988-2004                       Christopher Zoghby
Fleetwood, Cougar 1997-2001                        Fred & Aleta Fisher
Malachi, Clouded Leopard ?- 2000                   Susan & Doug Benton
Mongo, Serval 1993-2004                                     Susan & Frank Peck
Nini, Tiger 1985-2006                                                Brian Czarnik
Ninja, Bobcat 1995-2004                                    Cindy Barron-Jordan
Oakey, Ocelot 1987-2003                           Nancy & Karl Artz & Sons
Saskwatch, Canada Lynx 1987-2001            Benjamin Zoghby
Tabitha, Ocelot 1983-2004                                           Michael Zoghby
Zoe, Snow Leopard 1997-2003                       Stacy & Ellen Kotis

The following four plaques have been made and are waiting for 
donors whose names will appear below the photo.  The donation 
is $250.  

Or if you prefer you can choose from the list below of plaques 
needed to complete the wall.  The goal is to have all the cats 
remembered in this way by year end.  If you are thinking of 
donating we appreciate your considering sponsoring one of the 
plaques to help remember these wonderful cats.  If you use the 
form in the newsletter please indicate the cat and exactly how 
you would like the “Donated By:” inscription to appear.  You 
can also see the plaques and order online at www.BigCatRescue.
org/ForeverRemembered.htm.
Acacia, Sand Cat 2000-2004    Axel, Tiger 1981-2002
Boris, Pallas Cat  ?-2003  Candy, Caracal 1988-2005
Conan, Tiger 1986-2004  Czar, Bobcat 1988-2003
Elsa, Bobcat 1988-2004  Glory Glory, Cougar 1993-2002
Kongo, White Serval 1997-2004 Maharajah, Sand Cat 2000-2005
Marco, Geoffroy Cat 1990-2001 Maverick, Siberian Lynx 1997-1999
Callie, Cougar 1992-2002  Rupa, Caracal 1992-2005
Saber, Tiger 1986-2007  Thunder, Jungle Cat 1998-2004

PANTHERS ON THE ROAD

How ironic is it that 1000’s and 1000’s of us are driving around with “Protect the Panther” specialty license plates on our cars when that is the 
very thing that is threatening their existence? In record numbers, we are seeing Florida panthers run down by vehicles in our overdeveloping 
state. Three panthers died during the last week of June, driving the yearly total to 14, surpassing last year’s record mark of 11. The most com-

mon cause of death for the Florida Panther is by vehicle, with more than 100 panthers being killed 
by traffic since 1972.  Our letters helped make a difference in turning the tide of public opinion 
towards protecting the gopher tortoises that were being entombed by development. Now in FL 
Govenor, Charlie Crist made three new appointments to the Florida Fish and Wildife Conservation 
Commission who are trophy hunters and pro big developement.  Please write him today and ask 
that he appoint people to the FWC who care about animals and protecting habitat. FL residents only, 
http://capwiz.com/bigcatrescue/bio/?id=2464&lvl=S&chamber=G                  Photo: Mac the Cougar
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THE BIG CAT TRADING POST - SHOPPING GUIDE
Order these gift items using the order form on page 10.  S & H within the 
United States as well as tax has already been included in the price.
Remember the proceeds go to help care for the felines at Big Cat Rescue.

Green Field Bag, w/ logo   
$28.75  

Logo Patch            
 $5.28

Big Cat Rescue Enamel Pin   
$5.28

Logo Waist Bag     
 $16.98 

Mens Tee, Tan, Logo S, M, L, XL, XXL    $13.70
Womens Fitted Scoop, Sky, Logo S, M, L, XL    $13.70

Womens Fitted V-neck  Frost Pink  $13.70        
Mens Ringer in Green, Logo Size S, M, L, XL    $13.70  

Womens Fitted Tank, Black, Logo, Size, S, M, L    $13.70

Lifeguard, Planet Earth Tee
BCR GPS Coordinates, Grey, 

BCR on back S, M, L, XL              
$21.19

Embroidered Logo Denim  
Long Sleeve, Womens or 
Mens, S, M, L, XL, XXL         

$35.10

Tiger Surprise Kids Tee
Logo, Orange S, M, L, XL

$16.91

Tiger Pull Kids Tee
Logo Blue S, M, L, XL

$16.91

B&W BCR
Vynil Sticker

$4.21

Rhinestone Tiger Tank
Fitted  S, M, L

$17.98
Adjustable Cap, Navy $24.40

Flex-Fit Cap, Olive or Pink $24.40
Baseball Cap, Logo, Khaki/Black $17.98 

Baseball Cap, Logo, Black $17.98
Visor, Logo, Adjustable, Khaki $24.40Big Cat Rescue - Tiger Art Poster $8.35

Photo Collage License Frame  $6.35
Photo Collage Bumper Sticker $5.28
Lion Vanity Plate, also Tiger $11.56
BCR Magnetic Car Ribbon $8.35

Photo Luggage Tag, 
Tiger, Lion, Sand $4.75

Animal Print Logo 
Luggage Tag $6.82

White BCR Cats Photo Wrap Mug $13.70
Cheetah Blend Coffee, 8 oz, beans or ground  $11.56 

Shere Khan Photo Wrap Shot Glass $6.82
Shifting Animal Print Logo Thermos $13.70Logo Mousepads Lion, Tiger, or Big Cats of BCR $15.84

Mousepad, BCR Cougar Cubs, painting $15.84
Lion Computer Chamois $13.70

Mousepad, Cloe the Snow Leopard, painting $15.84

Animalopoly Board Game  $26.54

Itsy Bitsy Plush 
Lion Key Ring, 
also available in
Tiger and Snow 

Leopard
$6.28

Pocket Guides $6.35
Fold up laminated field guides.  

Choose from Animal Tracks, Butterflies & Moths, Reptiles & 
Amphibians, Florida Wildlife, Birds of Prey, or Night Sky

Coasters featuring paintings of 
BCR Cats, set of four with stand $20.12

Wood Frame, 
holds 4x6 photo, 
with handpainted 
Leopard spots, 
made in Kenya

$19.05 3”x3” Metal Ocelot Crossing 
Sign, Nirvana $6.21

Pearly Cream 
Business Card Case 
with Leopard Purse 

Embellishment 
$21.26

Photo Magnets
and Key Rings
choose any spe-

cies at BCR
Magnet $3.14

Key Ring $4.21

The Big Cat 
Picture, 

60 min. video 
about exotic cats 
in the wild and 
those living at 
BCR. Covers 

19 species of cat
DVD  $24.40
VHS $7.28

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Crazy Cat Lady 
Action Figure

Every family & neighbor-
hood has one, this hilarious 
lady comes with 6 separate 
cats and she has movable 
arms and legs.  This is a 

Purrfect addition to any true
feline lovers collection. The 

crazy cat lady action figure is 
also one of BCR’s top 
selling items   $12.63 

Paint and Play Asian Animal Set  $15.84

Large Plush Animal Set 
- 10  3” toys  $19.05

Jungimals, Tiger or Lion, 
BCR Logo Tee  $11.56

12” Snow Leopard Cuddlekin  $15.84
11” Lion Fuzzy Fella $13.70 

Wild Clingers, Bobcat, Snow Leopard, Tiger, & Lion 
have magnets in their paws to cling with  $8.42

12” Tiger Leopard Cuddlekin  $15.84

Zoolem, Lion or Tiger, BCR Logo 
$11.56

Wooden Animal Dominoe Set  $8.42 African Animal Action Figure Set $15.84

Leopard or Tiger Neck Pillow
 $13.70

Puzzle Magnet  
$15.84

BCR Photo Buttons
Serval, Ocelot, Lion, 

Snow Leopard, 
Tiger, Leopard

 $3.14 each

Pocket Sized Flip 
Books, Tiger, Giraffe, 
Jellyfish, Mtn. Lion, 
and Elephant. Learn 

about each and watch 
them in action.

 $4.75 each

RESCUERS COMPETE 
WITH A BEASTLY 
APPETITE

Big Cat Rescuers are some of the hard-
est working individuals on planet earth.  
Staff, Volunteers, and Interns battle the 
brutal heat on a daily basis cleaning Cat.
a.tats, handing out enrichment, perform-
ing operant conditioning, feeding the ani-
mals, unloading deliveries, guiding tours, 
mowing, weeding, trimming, painting....
the list goes 
on, and on, and 
on.  In between 
projects, during 
breaks, or even 
at lunch time, 
what should be 
exhausted heat 
stricken people 
are busy think-
ing up knew 
c h a l l e n g e s 
and dares for 
each other.  Some of these include; the 
“freezer game”, where a group of Res-
cuers will shut themselves in the walk-
in freezers and see who can stand the 
cold the longest another is the “sprite 
and banana challenge” where you have 
to eat two bananas and a 2 liter of sprite 
in ten minutes and hold it down without 
tossing your bananas.  There is no prize 
for the winner of these silly games other 
than the respect of your fellow Rescu-
ers and becoming a legend of Big Cat 

Rescue history.  Future Rescuers will be 
told of your victory in order to encour-
age them into believing that they too can 
meet the challenge.  On Sunday August 
4th at the monthly Big Cat Rescue meet-
ing, there was a new challenge set forth, 
a hot dog eating competition.  The goal 
was to eat as many hot dogs as possible 
in ten minutes.  Staff, Volunteers, and In-
terns stepped up to accept the challenge.  
The competition was fierce and the race 
was close.  Full cheeks and sweaty fore-

heads, IT WAS ON.  
Rescuers watched  
in horror, disgust, 
and amazement and 
cheered on their fa-
vorite of the com-
petitors.  The clock 
ticked down and 
time was up.  Hur-
ray for the victori-
ous!  Two winners 
were selected.  Of 
the guys, Intern Nate 

won with an outstanding eight hotdogs 
and of the girls, Intern Alex won with 
five.  Congratulations!  The winners were 
awarded with posters of the cats gnawing 
on large bones.  These games may seem 
silly, but they are a just a small reflection 
of the fun times and memories that are 
made by Rescuers each and every day.  
Big Cat Rescue is a family, whether staff, 
volunteer or intern, no matter your age or 
background, each individual is accepted 
and perhaps one day challenged...

Leopard Print 
Enamel Shoe 
Photo Holder

$15.84

NEW!

NEW! NEW!

NEW!

INK PROGRAM

Big Cat Rescue has collected over $40,000 from the ink recy-
cling program started at the sanctuary in December of 2004.  
The program started out very small and grew in leaps and 
bounds, eventually becoming a huge burden to overloaded 
administrative staff.  Merrill Kramer, Big Cat Rescue Partner, 
took over the program some time ago and has been a huge part 

of its success.  Merrill was awarded the 
S.A.V.E. Award by the Volunteer Com-
mittee in June for her efforts with the 
ink program.  As part of the award, the volunteer gets to choose 
an upgrade to be made to their favorite cat’s enclosure.  Merrill 
requested that her reward funds go towards butterfly plants in 
the cat enclosures.  Breezy Bobcat was the first to enjoy these 
plants added to her Cat.a.tat.  Not only do they provide more 
foliage within the enclosure, they also attract butterflies that 
are really fun for a Bobcat to watch.  Thanks Merrill!

Photos; above: Kalihari the Serval, left Alex, Siobhan, Amanda, Mike, Brigit, Nate & Tommy
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              - SPECIAL NOTICE -
Tour prices as of April 15, 2007

Adult Tour (age 10+):  $25
Family Tour 9am Saturday:
Adults (age 10+)              $25
Children under 10              $15
Night Tour                    $50

Your tour fees are our largest source of 
revenue to support the cats. Thanks for 
visiting and caring!

Kids Tour
Big Cat Rescue offers regularly scheduled, guided, 
kids tours.  This is a complete guided tour where 
children of all ages, and their parents can get up-
close and learn about exotic cats and other animals.  
The tour is given on a child’s educational level.
 - Tour Time is 9:00 AM Saturday 
 - $15.00 per child under 10 years
   (price subject to change)
 - $25 per child 10 years & over and per adult
Children must be accompanied by adult guardian.
  
Day Tours
Monday - Friday 9 AM & at 3 PM 
Saturday 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM, & 1:30 PM
Tours are guided and take 1 1/2 - 2 hrs.  Admis-
sion is $25.00 per person (price subject to change).  
Reservations are not required.  No children under 
10 years of age.  Casual attire is recommended.

Ultimate Expedition - 
A Big Cat Adventure
This is the most exclusive and up close program 
that we offer.  Your all day adventure includes a 
Tour of the refuge, Big Cat Training observation,  
Enrichment (making natural toys and food puzzles 
for the cats), and Feeding (follow along as Keepers 
feed the big cats and learn about their nutritional 
needs). $100.00 per person. Call for reservations. 
813.920.4130

Wild Eyes At Night Tour
Night Tours are the only way to see the animals 
come alive at night!  As you journey through the 
45 acre sanctuary you will be stalked and pounced 
at from the shadows!  No worries though, all the 
animals will be safely in their enclosures.  This 
is an adventure that’s sure to please! $50.00 per         
person. Call for reservations.

Big Cat Rescue also offers -
WILD WEDDINGS
PRIVATE PARTIES
VOLUNTEER & INTERN PROGRAMS
GIFT CERTIFICATES are available for all of 
our programs and make the perfect gift for that per-
son who has everything!         Photo:Andi the Bobcat

 Billing Address

 ____________________________________
 Name

 ____________________________________
 Address

 ____________________________________
 City               St            Zip

 ____________________________________
 Day Time Phone

 ____________________________________
 Evening Phone

 ____________________________________
 Email

 Recipient Address (if different than Billing)

 ____________________________________
 Name

 ____________________________________
 Address

 ____________________________________
 City               St            Zip

 ____________________________________
 Day Time Phone

 ____________________________________
 Evening Phone

 ____________________________________
 Email

 Method of Payment
              Check                Money Order  

            Visa                    MasterCard                  American Express                    Discover
 Card Number

   
  Exp. Date MMYY

  
   

_________________________________________________________
                                         Signature

  

 This is a gift, please make card to: _________________________  from: ________________________
 Brief message to say: _________________________________________________________________
    Shopping really does make a difference.  
    Last year Big Cat Rescue raised approximately 1/4 of the entire income 
of the sanctuary through Gift Shop, Membership, and Sponsorship sales, 
onsite, online, and through The Big Cat Times.  So keep up the good work 
and shop away!      All the proceeds from the programs and unique items 
Big Cat Rescue offers help us care for the animals.  Big Cat Rescue is a 
501 (c)(3) non profit organization, FEID 59-3330495.  Our Florida regis-
tration number is CH-11409.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRA-
TION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION 
OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-HELP-FLA TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE 
STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,  APPROVAL, OR REC-
OMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  Big Cat Rescue does not utilize the services of profes-
sional solicitors so 100% of all contributions go directly to Big Cat Rescue Corp. 

THE BIG CAT TIMES ORDER FORM       Fall 2007Date: ___________

Special Comment, Request, Personalizations or Question:
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

 Description                 Qty.        Size        Price Each    Total_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
  
_______________________________________________________________________________
  
_______________________________________________________________________________

                   Yes! I want to purchase ____ Rolex Raffle tickets at $20 each or 7 for $100      $_______________________________________________________________________________

                                 Yes! I want to purchase a sponsor a memorial plaque for  $250 each     $_______________________________________________________________________________

                                                                            Yes, I would like a receipt for tax purposes_______________________________________________________________________________

                             Yes! I would like a free magnet with my order totalling more than $50_______________________________________________________________________________ 
                                            

Grand Total      $

 

THE DOMESTIC CAT POPULATION TAKES AN INTEREST IN THE BIG CATS

Do little cats care about big cats?  These two photos were sent in by Big Cat Rescue supporters.  It seems their love of 
big cats is shared by their small cat companions.  Pictured here is a kitty looking as if it is saying yesssss! in response to 
our most recent rescue of four Tigers, TJ, Bella, Trucha, & Modnic.  Also 
pictured is a very inquisitive feline that was caught watching our DVD, 

The Big Cat Picture.  A series of photos 
was sent to us of this cat watching the en-
tire film.  This feline sat mesmerized by 
Cougars, Tigers, Leopards, and more, but 
seemed especially taken with Raindance 
the Bobcat.  Thanks for sending us these 
awesome photos.  If you have a similar 
photo that you would like to send in, it 
could be featured in a future issue.
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We would like to 
thank the following 
donors for their gen-
erous contributions 
to Big Cat Rescue.  
Names are listed by 
type of donation; 
general donation, 
sponsor, member, or  
special project.

Donations
Louise Schmidt
$19,214.19 
Caleb Carr $10,000 
To Fund Tiger Pools
Betsy Coville, DVM 
$1,000
Wright Pavement 
Maintenance $1,000
Camera Traps
Lynn & Stuart Lang 
$571
Tyler Irons $400
Casper Project
Robert Taylor $200 
Cougar Cub 
Enclosure
Edward Ellis for 
Elena Crespo & EB2 
$250
Becci Tomlyn-
Litten & Richard
Litten $250
Nancy Meyer $250
Wendy Smith $250
Max Richmond $50 
Memorial Plaques
Susan & Doug 
Benton $1,000
Brian Czarnik $250
Cindy Barron-Jordon 
$500
Karl Artz $250
Fred & Aleta Fisher 
$250
Stacy & Ellen 
Kotis $250
John & Angie Martin
$250
Susan & Frank Peck 
$250
Nini Fund
Jes Leary $25
Save Wild Tigers
Nancy & Michele 
Marziano $250
Marianne Bonetati 
$100
Heidi Mauter-Hale 
$100
Connie Mishali $100
Debra Miller $60
Chris Alar $50
Barbara Alber $50
Karen Ausfahl $50
Bruce Glaser $50
Harriet McCaig $50
Daniel Russo $50
Suzanne Seaton $50

Theresa Siskind $50
Wendy Smith $50
Anthony Mannucci 
$25
Snow Leopard 
Climb
Caroline Roberts 
$495
Andrea Reed $124
Tiger Rescue
Caleb Carr $5,000
Janice Heckert 
$5,000
Claire Mooers $500
Stuart Kirgis $400
Karen Brennan $200
Julie Fisher $200
Telisa Pooser $100
Wilfred Hupp $50
Russell Theriault $50
Bonnie Fisher $25
Glenn Linsenbardt 
$25
Turkey For Cats
Tara Kandra $45
Elaine Heard $30
Wall Fund
Mr & Mrs 
Bill Maytum $800 
Judith & Harry 
Newman $800 
In Memory of 
Buffy & Brat
Deborah Wlaz $500 
Diane & John 

Blackmon $400 
Don Thompson & 
Meg Andronaco 
$400 Fred & 
Aleta Fisher 
$240 
Susan Gotta $160 
For Betty & Jim’s 
50th Wedding 
Anniversary
Judy Stimson $160 
Patricia Waugh $160 
Shirley Yankowsky 
$160 
Shirley Boyce $80 
for Michael A. Noble
Randy & Judy Byra 
$80 
Melissa Daley $80 
Paula Eriksen $80 
In Memory of  
Ragnar Eriksen

Phillip Fox $80 
For Pam Velez
Darla Haines $80 
Brooke Harris $80 
Ken & Mary Heilman 
$80 
Wendy Reid $80 
Nancy Solek $80 
Joe & Noël Street 
$80 
Aaron & Rachael 
Ward $80 
Jean Zegadlo $80 
In Memory of Mary 
Hirschmug
Donations
Joel & Jennifer Baum 
$600
Johnnys Italian 
Restaurants Inc $500
Habitat Defender 
$500
Diane Bush
Donations
Pamela Perrich $400
Kerry Mushkin $268 
Kimberly Ressler 
$260
Jonathan Wax $250
Magee Construction 
$250
Stephen P & 
B S Desrochers $200
Timothy Mushkin 
$200
William Evans & 
Virginia 
Schnekenburger $200
Jaguar Coffee $200
Donations
Trinity Christian 
School 5th & 6th 
Grade $190
Emma Petoia $160
Sheila Morgan $150
WildLife Protector 
$150
Virginia Buckley

Amy Ciota
Mario David Saitto 
Sandra Taglieri
Tom L Hale & 
Connie F Martin 
Donations
Susan Missey $125
Michael Callahan 
$120
Mearline Norman 
$105
$100 Donations
Charles Alar 
Cynthia Bridger 
Mark & Jane 
Capobianco 
Mary Carey 
Arlene Cohen 
Dan Craycraft
Anne Danner
Paul Darling 

Cory Deermount 
Albert Duro
Scott Emery
Steven and Anne 
Harrison
Willie L Hinze
William Konopaske 
Michelle Lewis 
Pearl MacGregor 
Lisa Marino 
Robert Martin 
B Woods Mattingley 
Karen Mattude 
Cindy Maus 
Larry Sam Moore 
Debra Moore 
Michael Moreau 
Deborah Oswald 
Caroline Robbins 
Debra Schwarzer 
Ryland & Judith 
Stoltzfus 
R O Titus 
Christine Turso 
David Wessell 
Michael Winters 
Sponsorship $100
Mary Lou Dortch
Catherine  Monroe
Donations
Edna Talmadge $83
T M Rodriguez $75
Sponsorship $75
Maria Slack
Donations
Holly Wille $72
Andrea Reed $68
Sheryl Elefterion $60
Andrew Guba $60
Ionela Majeri $60
Brent Nolan $60
Jayne Parker $60
Angela Poore $60
Sally White $60
Saint James’ 
Academy 5th Grade 
$50
Anne Arehart $50
William Bowman $50
Kevin Callahan $50
Deborah Carter $50 
Rebecca Church $50
Doris Cohen $50
Bill Cornell $50
Sharon Eskola $50
Nancy Farrelly $50
Rita Franco-Gilbert 
$50
Mathew & Margaret 
Frost $50
Carol Gardner $50
Larry Heinz $50
Randall & Leann 
James $50
Judith Klusza $50
Ellen Kotis $50
Daniela Krueger $50
Vince & Tina Lillis 
$50
A Lee Maguire $50
Brint Marshall  $50
Janet McCabe $50
Margaret Overdorf 
$50
Clarice Overton $50
Jane Pappone $50
H Richard Randall 
$50
Michele Salazar $50
Patricia Smith $50
Sandra & John 
Speziale $50
John Teevan $50

BIG CAT HEROES: DONORS - MEMBERS - SPONSORS Janice Witham $50
Gary Young $50
Krueger Voice-Over, 
Interpreting & 
Translations $50
Forest Friend $50
Sara Escobar
Ken & Mary Heil-
man
Jacob Meidl
Suzanne Seaton
Steven Smith
Rachael Wells
Gary E Young
Sponsorship $50
Kim & Bill Corkins
Michael Hall
Amanda Kowalski
Pattie Quinn-Bennett
Jim Reed
Della Sanders
Vanessa Vits
Mary Lou Webster
Donations
Carol Collins $41
Clifton Amos $40
Mark DeFeo $40
April Gornik $40
Lisa Greene $40 
Lauren Kraut $40
Melanie R 
La Perriere $40
Lynn  O’Donnell $40
Saffron Rabey $40
Susan Richerson $40
Roberta  Wyrick $40
Jonoah LLC $35
Mary Jane Foster $30
Aida Mueller $30
Nancy Rodgers $30
Joan Shimerda $30
Kathleen Vogel $30
Sharon King $26
Deborah Appello $25
Charleen Banz $25
E Byrd Barr $25
Marianne Bayley $25
Ellen Cassidy $25
Thomas Clifton $25
Henry Colvin $25
Nelson Perry Conner 
$25
Joan Czeck $25
Lynn Fish $25
William Furlong Jr 
$25
Carole Gallotta $25
Karen Healey $25
Elaine Heard $25
Leaann Hoffman $25
Sandra Hricik $25
Leila LaRosa $25
Robert Mann $25
Marshall Moser $25
Rikki Osborne $25
Victoria Parshall $25
Griffin Partilla $25
Debra Phillips $25
Penny Rankin $25
Cindy Robinson $25
James Rose $25
Pierre Rosenman $25
Kelley Scheel $25
Marshall Seaborn 
$25
Mariann Spitaleri 
$25
John Szalinski $25
Dorothy Thornton 
$25
The Lanes  $25
Sponsorships $25
Tyler Alvarez
Paula Assorto
Ledru Barker

Beth Ann Barrett
Gudrun Boatman
John Boatman
Candice Botner
Julianna Brown

Joe Carr
Phyllis Cooper
Kelly Cosgrove
Zeak & Elizabeth  
Davenport
T K Dunn
Debra Emery
Lacey Frazier
Heidi Gendritzky
Cortney Gensemer
Pauline George
Nicole Glivar
Ronalee L Haggard
Sierra Hartsell
Jordynn Hendrickson
Morgan Hutchins
Dave Kerby
Alexis Kett
Deanna & Autsin 

King
Melanie King
Virginia & Doug 
Kirk
Corrine Livinston

Guada Lueck
James Marcum
Robert Mark
Arlette Mason
Sherrie Massey
Alaina Meidl
Veronica Miley
Arianna Morrison
Ed Murach
Mike Oliver
Rachel S Oshlag
Stephanie Pagano
Dolores Perkins
Faith Rand
Jennifer Redding
Taylor Rimer
Kyle Rogers
Bob Shaw
Wendy Sherman

Mary M  Skiles
Whitney Smith
Sarah Smith
Roger Speth
Carolee & Gerrit 
Terpstra
Thomas Thompson
Sacha Todd
Bill Turner
Aislinn Swann 
Ward
Rebecca Weber
Rachael Wells
Danielle Wilcox
Mike & Joleen 
Woods
Jefferson TWP 
Class of 1967 
Johan Vikman & 
Maria Svensson 
Ms Sullivan’s Class 
Gary E Young
In Memory of 
Goldie Artura
Virginia & 
David Grese $40
In Honor of 
Corey Ciota
Hanna City Volun-
teer Firemen’s Corp 
$100
William & 
Amy Ciota $50
Alma Holm $25
In Honor of Al-
lyson Moore’s 
Birthday
Linda McLaughlin 

& James Moore $250
Catherine Peacock 
$50
Michael & Giaozicki 
$30
Nannette Gutierrez 
$25
In Memory of 
Thomas O’Berry
Diana Tardif & 
Timothy Jablonski  
$100
Michael Katzban $50
Dorothy Barb $30
John & Willie 
Pearl Hughes $25
Deborah Koehler $25
Frank & Faye Martin 
$25
Anne Nales $25
Leslie Vivian $25
In Memory of 
Abraham Rosen-
berg
The Bank of 
New York $50
In Memory of 
Nettie Tuzcu
Teresa Arnold $100
In Honor of Cathy 
Unruh’s Birthday
Cathy Green $100
In Honor of 
Jack West
Valerie Gillespie 
$100
THANK YOU 
EVERYONE!

JUST A FEW SPACES LEFT TO SPONSOR ON 
THE COUGAR CUB ENCLOSURE SIGN

The sign showcasing marble plaques 
to recognize donors to the large en-
closure for the three cougar cubs, 
Aries, Artemis and Orion, is up and 
looks great. The enclosure is about 
100 yards long and gives the cubs 
plenty of room to roam.  This sig-
nificantly increases the odds that 
they will continue to live amicably 
together as they mature and become 
more territorial.   There are only a 
few spaces left available for sponsor-
ship, so act quickly if you want to be 
permanently remembered as having 
donated towards this lavish enclo-
sure.  If you would like a place on 

this recognition sign, please indicate on the order form on page 10 
exactly how you would like your name or other inscription to read. 
You can have your name added for $100, or have your own individual 

plaque based on the chart below:
  
Individual marble plaque sizes:
$250  2” x 4”
$500  3” x 6”
$1000  4” x 8”
$2500  6” x 12”
$5000  12” x 12”

Many thanks to the 
generous supporters who 

 have made this large 
enclosure possible!

Photos clockwise from top left; 
Cameron the Lion, Running Bear
the Bobcat, Orion the Cougar, 
Simba the Leopard
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ADDITIONAL UR BALL 
SPONSORS

If you would like to become a spon-
sor of the 2007 Fur Ball or would 
like more information on sponsor-
ship opportunities, contact Howard at 
HBaskin@BigCatRescue.org

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Big Cat Rescue is proud 
to announce that Fox 
13’s Cynthia Smoot 
will be the MC for this 
year’s Fur Ball.  

Cynthia has covered a lot of events at 
the sanctuary over the past few years 
and we are honored to have her be a 
part of this special event.

Legendary Bo 
Derek will also 
be attending 
the Fur Ball 
and will be the 
recipient of the 
first ever “Wild-
life Guardian 
Angel Award” in recognition of her 
tireless efforts in the animal world.

TRIBAL DRUMMING

SINK YOUR TEETH INTO
A BEASTLY FEAST

SHRED THE DANCE FLOOR 
TO LIVE MUSIC

ITS A JUNGLE OUT THERE
BUT IN HERE ITS THE CAT’S MEOWW

ROARING GOOD FUN

DECADENT DESSERTS

GO ON THE HUNT 
FOR GREAT ITEMS

PROWL AROUND IN 
YOUR BEST SAFARI 
OR FORMAL WEAR

THE WHOLLY CATS BAND 
WILL ROCK YOUR PAWS OFF

COMPLIMENTARY
WINE & CHAMPAGNEA PUR-R-RFECT PARTY

CAT AROUND

BE THE CREATURE AND DRESS THE PART COSTUME BALL

ROLEX RAFFLE

AvantGold Jewelers has gen-
erously donated a magnificent 
men’s Rolex  watch to  raffle 
to raise funds for the sanctu-
ary. Tickets are $20 each, or 
7 tickets for $100. 
You do not have to be present 
at  the drawing to  win.    The 
drawing will be held at the 2007 Fur Ball 
on October 12th.  Each ticket gives you 
a chance to win this beautiful time piece! 
Use the order form on page 10 to enter 
the Rolex Raffle.

MAJOR MEDIA SPONSORS

KING OF BEASTS SPONSORS


