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BABY BOBCAT RESCUE

Well, he was a baby when this whole ordeal started anyway…
Back in November of 2010 we were contacted by the Rhode Island State Veterinarian who was in the process of seizing a bobcat kitten
that had been sold to a local man by the surname of Tardie by a backyard breeder operating under the name of Bitterroot Bobcat and Lynx.
The Bitterroot Bobcat and Lynx website claims to have been breeding and selling bobcats and lynx as pets since 1985. They charge $1,500
for a kitten and will ship, apparently, no questions asked. If either party had done their research they would have quickly discovered that
it is illegal to trade in bobcats in Rhode Island.

Roar Reserve Wine page 11
Big Cat Photos by Jamie Veronica
unless otherwise noted.

Big Cat Rescue was called upon to provide expert testimony to expose the breeders’ assertion, that bobcat and lynx make fine pets, to be
the money motivated lie that it is. The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management tried to persuade the owner to release
the bobcat to them so that they could send him out of state to a proper facility, but the owner insisted on fighting to the fullest extent of
the law and through appellate court. The bobcat, named Max, was just a kitten when this began and temporary custody was awarded to
the state during the trials and appeals, which meant the young bobcat was sent to live with a local veterinarian at her rehabilitation center.
Six months later the case was finally settled and Max was a whopping 30 lbs. of feisty bobcat. The judge ruled that the bobcat be sent to a
licensed facility and ordered Tardie to pay boarding fees to the veterinarian who had been housing the kitten for the past six months. Big
Cat Rescue was asked to provide a permanent home to Max and we agreed.

Connect with Big Cat Rescuers
BigCatRescue.org
FaceBook facebook.com/bigcatrescue
Add our donation app to your page!
Flickr flickr.com/photos/bigcatrescue/
Twitter twitter.com//bigcatrescue
YouTube BigCatTv.com
MySpace myspace.com/1bigcatrescue
PhotoBucket http://tinyurl.com/4y3emfz

Big Cat Rescue
12802 Easy Street
Tampa, FL 33625
:Change Service Requested
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Baby Bobcat Rescue Continued
Thanks to the efforts of Big Cat
Rescue’s Operations Manager
Gale Ingham, Southwest
Airlines generously agreed
to provide complimentary
tickets for Max and Big
Cat Rescue President Jamie
Veronica to fly from Rhode
Island to Tampa. Jamie left
early in the morning to make
the two and a half hour flight
to Providence to pick up
young Max and escort him back to Tampa the same day.
The airport was a buzz with rumors of a bobcat flying that
day and the passengers on the return flight were excited to
find out there was a wild child in their presence. Max was
comfortably secured in a dog carrier and flew in style in
the front row of the cabin. Big Cat Rescue provided tour
passes to all of the passengers
and the flight crew so they
could come see Max in person
at the sanctuary.
It has been almost two months
since Max’s arrival and he
has settled right in as the
sweetheart of Big Cat Rescue.
His youthful antics and
limitless energy have quickly
made him a favorite among

visitors and
volunteers
alike.
After an initial
quarantine
period Max
was
moved
into a large
enclosure
on the lake
furnished with two ponds and waterfalls, two rock caves,
a large log, and a maze of platforms, elevated walkways,
and tree houses. He loves
splashing and swimming
in the shallow water. What
better way to beat the heat
this summer? When he’s not
taking a dip, Max is perched
high up in his tree house in
search of his next visitor.
Max has a great new home
with lots of things to keep a

young bobcat busy. This
is all made possible and
thanks to our generous
supporters. To donate fill
out the form on page 10.

Big Cat Rescue...
There’s an app for that.
The wait is over! The Big Cat
iPhone App is now available for
download in the iTunes Store.
This exciting App puts more than
100 of the sanctuary’s big cats in
your pocket! Stunning photos of
lions, tigers, leopards, bobcats,
servals and more. Use the images
as wallpaper for your phone,
email them to your friends or read
fun facts about each species and
learn the history and origin of our
cats. You’ll also be able to keep
up with the sanctuary’s advocacy
campaigns
which will
allow you
to
make
a positive
difference
in the lives
of animals
a r o u n d
the world.
P l e a s e
be sure to “rate” your Big Cat App
in the iTunes Store to help make it
ROARING hit! Get it now:

http://tinyurl.com/5spu2o8

Clockwise from bottom left; Intern Callum Lees and Staff Member
Jennifer Flatt move Max into his new lake side home, Max in the
transport carrier, Max enjoying a maze of platforms and catwalks,
Max checks out his waterfall, Max soaked after a dip in the pool,
Max is sleepy after all the excitement, Max bathing after a swim.

PHANTOM FUR BALL
TO RAISE FUNDS TO RESCUE
THREE TIGERS
We decided not to hold our annual Fur Ball this year
so that we could focus our attention on stopping
the abuses the big cats face, at their root, through
legislation. This does not mean, however, that we
do not desperately need the funds that are usually
generated from the event. Each year the proceeds
from the Fur Ball
go towards the
care of the cats that
we rescue. This
year is no different
and in fact, at the
time of writing
this issue, we are
coordinating the
rescue of 3 tigers.

was forced to close its
doors and find new homes
for the 300 animals in their
care.
There are currently 20
tigers remaining at the
facility. Big Cat Rescue
has agreed to rescue 3
tigers and homes have been found for the other 17
as well. We need your help to make this rescue
possible.
Help fund the rescue
of Andre, Apotha,
and Kyle by making a
donation of any amount
towards the Phantom
Fur Ball. Instead of
getting all dressed up
and making your away
across town to go to
our usual Fur Ball you
can enjoy a night on the
couch in your comfiest
attire while helping
us save these 3 very
special tigers!

Andre, Apotha, and Kyle, two males and a female
tiger, are in need of a new home. They were rescued
along with 21 other
tigers from terrible
conditions nearly 8
years ago and have
lived at a sanctuary
in Texas ever since. Fill out the order form on page 10 to purchase your
Unfortunately, last Phantom Fur Ball tickets or purchase them online at:
year, this sanctuary http://bigcatrescue.org/2011/phantom-fur-ball-2011/
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A 50th BIRTHDAY WISH TO SAVE TIGERS
Big Cat Rescue Founder Carole Baskin had only one
wish for her milestone birthday and that was to let the
US Fish and Wildlife Service and the USDA know that
the public cares about big cats and wants their suffering
to end. She asked that instead of cards or gifts Big Cat
Rescue volunteers compose hand-written letters to both
agencies asking for two crucial changes in legislation.
First, to close the 4-week window in which the public is permitted to come into
contact with tigers. Currently tiger cubs between the ages of 8-12 weeks are
exploited throughout the country. Breeders charge the public to play with these cubs
and to have their photos taken with them at a variety of locations including fairs,
malls, and parking lots and it is all legal. The problem is once these cubs have aged
past this window they are no longer of use and are discarded. Closing this window
of time will put an end to the suffering of thousands of tigers.
Second, to remove the generic tiger breeding loop hole which currently exists in the
law. Presently the law requires that an accredited facility acquire a permit to breed
pure-bred tigers for conservation purposes. However the way the law is written, if a
tiger is not a pure-bred and is instead a cross between two sub-species of tiger then
there is no permit required. This loophole makes it easy for disreputable breeders
to churn out a never ending supply of tigers. These tigers are bred and sold as pets,
profited on through public interaction, and sometimes slaughtered for their parts.
You can grant Carole’s birthday wish and save tigers from a life of abuse and
suffering with a few easy clicks of the mouse at www.CatLaws.com. For a more
profound impact hand write a letter and send it to the addresses provided at the site.

is a proud supporter of Big Cat Rescue.

COUGAR HITCHES A RIDE WITH BIG CAT RESCUERS
When a big cat collector in Poetry, Texas
died she left behind 20 lions, tigers and
mountain lions. The conditions where 12 of
these cats had been kept were just horrific.
Each cat locked away in a cramped and
filthy stall in a barn, spending nearly 10
years on concrete. The remaining 8 cats
were housed in small outdoor pens.
A nearby sanctuary in Texas for big cats
stepped in to provide emergency care for 8 of the cats and relocated them
immediately to their facility. Most of the other cats were rescued by facilities
located in Indiana and New Jersey.
The sanctuary asked a member of the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries
to help them find permanent placement for some of the cats for which they
did not have room. A former volunteer of Big Cat Rescue runs an excellent
facility out west and had a 4,000 square foot enclosure waiting for him, but
she couldn’t make the trip to pick him up. Thanks to a five part collaboration of
sanctuaries, GFAS and our supporters, a cougar named Abel would soon be
on his way to his new home at Safe Haven Rescue Zoo in Nevada.
Big Cat Rescuers Jamie Veronica, Gale Ingham, and
Honey Wayton loaded up the van with a transport
cage and supplies and hit the road. Their first stop
was Texas to pick Abel up from his temporary home.
He was very calm and loaded into the transport cage
purrr-fectly. Abel was a quiet and content passenger.
He looked through the windows at passing cars
and the changing scenery, took lots of naps, and
occasionally amused himself by shredding his blanket
into tiny pieces. (Rescuers monitored him closely to ensure he did not eat any
bits of fabric). Rescuers drove straight through the night stopping only for fuel
and a quick detour to pick up some raw chicken! Nearly 27 hours later the
group arrived at Safe Haven.
The Big Cat Rescuers and Abel
were greeted by the eager staff
at Safe Haven and within minutes
Abel was freed into a temporary
enclosure.
This temporary
home spans more than 4,000
square feet and the new enclosure that will
be constructed for him will be 10,000 square
feet. Abel immediately toured his new space
checking out the tall grasses, rocks and
logs, toys, spacious den, and even his new
neighbors, a tiger and two lions. Finally Abel
has a safe and comfortable place to call home
and will receive the love and care he deserves.
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During the week long trip Big Cat Rescuers
traveled 5,500 miles. The estimated cost of
the trip was 50 cents per mile
resulting in nearly $2,800 in travel
expenses. If you would like to
make a donation towards the cost
of future rescues fill out the order
form on page 10 or visit:
http://bigcatrescue.org/2011/
tiger-rescue-2/
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Cougar Recovers
from Surgery
Sassyfras, a 13-year-old male
cougar, recently made a trip to
Ehrlich Animal Hospital for an
examination after a lump was
observed near his testicles. The
lump was discovered thanks to the
keen eyes of one of his keepers.
All of our keepers observe each cat daily
while cleaning their enclosures and during
operant training, enrichment, and feeding
times. Observations are logged daily for
the staff and veterinarian to review to
ensure that each cat receives the care they
need.
At the clinic Dr. Wynn performed a
routine physical examination including
an inspection of his skin, coat, claws,
eyes, ears, and mouth. While inspecting
his teeth she discovered a bad tooth! She
continued with an examination of the
lump. Sonogram images were not able
to clearly identify what exactly was in
the mass. It could be a number of things
including a tumor or herniated organs
or fat. She called Dr. Hay of Veterinary
Surgical Services (who performed the

pelvic
reconstruction
surgery on Skip the
bobcat) to ask for his
opinion on the mass and
the surgery that it would
require. Sassyfras’ bad
tooth was removed and
he was sent back to the
sanctuary. Dr. Wynn and
BCR President Jamie
Veronica
coordinated
with Dr. Hay to make an appointment for
Sassyfras’s surgery.
On July 15th Jamie and Big Cat Rescuer
and veterinary student Justin Boorstein
transported Sassyfras to Veterinary
Surgical
Services
located
8
miles from Big
Cat
Rescue.
Once
Dr.
Hay opened
up Sassyfras
the source of
the lump was
immediately apparent. He had herniated
fat through a tear near his lower abdomen
and scrotal area. The fat was removed
and the tear was repaired. Sassyfras
was also neutered. The surgery was a
success! Sassyfras recovered in our
onsite Cat Hospital for two weeks after
which he was returned to his enclosure.
You can help cats like Sassyfras get the
medical treatment they need by making a

How to keep 100+ Big
Cats cool and happy!
Summertime in Florida remains hot
and humid, which requires a great
deal of resources in seeking to keep
the cats cool and comfortable.

Thomas Big Cat Rescue Enrichment
Fund. Named in honor of her domestic
feline companion, this fund supports
the purchase of enrichment items
that provide for the cats physical and
mental wellbeing.

Volunteers and staff continue to
install new multilevel platforms in
numerous cat-a-tats, serve up frozen
watermelon,
honeydew
melons,
sardini-martinis and other treats to
enrich the animals’ lives.
In 2010 Arlene Hoffer, one of
the sanctuary’s most dedicated
supporters,
generously
donated
$15,000 to create the Magnificent

For more information please contact
Jeff.Kremer@bigcatrescue.org
Clockwise from top left; Moses & Bailey
bobcats playing with a puzzle ball, Reno
leopard gets enrichment made by summer
campers, Flavio tiger enjoys a frozen treat,
TJ tiger chomps into his new toy

donation on page 10 or online at: http://

bigcatrescue.org/donate/
A Calendar, a Car and
“Cougars”….Oh My!
Led by longtime BCR supporter
Kathleen Slaven, some of the Tampa
Bay area’s most attractive and
gracious women who tongue in cheek
refer to themselves as “cougars” have
generously devoted their time and
talents to create a sexy but tasteful
calendar that features each model in
a unique setting.
While some people think that a
cougar is a derogatory term used
to describe women who only prefer
younger men, nothing could be further
from the truth in this case. Kathleen
and the wonderful members of her
organization describe a Cougar as
any woman over 40 that is excited
about living their life as a smart, sexy
and independent individual.

The calendar is
a testimony to
each woman’s
timeless beauty
as well as their
desire to make a “pawsitive” difference
in both the animal as well as human
world that we share.

cat themed custom paint job, created
by artist Mike Lavallee (Killer Paint/
Overhauling fame). Following an
extensive makeover made possible
by some very generous sponsors,
the estimated value of the Cats
Roar Magnum car is approximately
$120,000.

Proceeds from the 2012 Cougars of
Florida calendar will go to help meet
the sanctuary’s significantly increased
food costs. It will be available for
purchase online beginning August
14th for $14.95 at:

John’s 2005 Dodge Magnum Show
Car is highlighted by a $20,000 African

proceeds in support of the sanctuary’s
efforts.
To learn more about the exciting
developments of the Cats Roar
Magnum Project, follow John and his
sponsors on Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/
CatsRoarMagnum

For additional information regarding
The Cougars of Florida Calendar or
Cats Roar Magnum Project, please
contact the sanctuary’s Director of
Donor Appreciation at:

http://www.cougarsofflorida.com/site/

In a very exciting development, the
Cougars of Florida have teamed up
with John David Callison, founder of
the Cats Roar Magnum project.

You too can
help
make
sure that the
big cats stay
happy
and
content
by
contributing
directly to the
Magnificent
Thomas Big
Cat Rescue
Enrichment
Fund.

Jeff.Kremer@BigCatRescue.org

This amazing car will be shown at
events across the United States.
Following an extensive tour of
automotive shows, John and his
colleagues plan to auction the
vehicle and have generously
offered to donate 50% of the
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summer campers present “art for a cause”

4,900 FEET OF WALL
COMPLETED IN JULY ONLY 2,300 FEET TO GO!
This year we completed 3,255 more
feet of perimeter wall bringing the total
completed to 4,900 feet! Replacing
the aging chain link fence with an
eight foot tall solid wall is critical to
protect the cats. The Rhino Wall
construction is done by sinking heavy
duty H shaped aluminum posts three
feet into the ground. Then 4’x8’ panels
of aluminum clad dense foam are slid
in between the posts. This method of
installation allowed us to build the wall
through the portions of our perimeter
that are heavily treed. It is far less
expensive than concrete, but rated to
withstand 130 mph hurricane winds.

On July 7th, twenty campers from the Wellspring
Enrichment program came to Big Cat Rescue to donate
a beautiful mosaic plant pot they made (with cats on
it, of course). The kids made artwork for several local
charities as part of their camp’s focus for the week, “Art
for a Cause.” Big Cat Rescuers were delighted to receive
the pot and a wonderful story of how it was made using
tiles and pieces of glass. The pot now stands outside

With the portions of wall we built in
2008 and 2010, we have completed
the most critical 4,900 feet of our
7,200 foot perimeter. Now we need
to raise funds to build the remaining
2,300 feet. Each $100 donation funds
a foot of wall and is recognized on the
sign. To help with this critical project,
use the order form in this newsletter or
visit bigcatrescue.org/2011/wall/.

in front of the Trading Post
gift shop, so all the visitors
can admire it when they
come to see the cats.

Thank you, Wellspring
Enrichment kids!

Many thanks to the many donors who
made this important protection for the
cats possible!

Also in July we installed the permanent
sign recognizing over 500 people who
have donated to make this project
possible. It is mounted on an 8’x8’
section of the Rhino Wall material
in our tour waiting area. It includes
the story of the teenagers who shot
paintballs at the cats through the old
chain link fence a few years ago,
something that cannot happen again
thanks to these generous donors.
Future donors will be added to the sign
by hand when they donate, and then a
permanent printed sign will replace the
hand written names. Donor names are
also listed permanently on our website
at bigcatrescue.org/2011/wall/.

Color the photo, fill out the info below & mail to Big Cat Rescue for a
chance to win great prizes. 12802 Easy Street - Tampa, FL 33625
Name: __________________________________ Age: ________
Address: ______________________________________________
City: ______________________________ St: ___ Zip: ________
Coloring Contest: 3 top winners will win a tour for 4 at Big Cat Rescue.
10 Runner up winners will win a glossy 8x10 photo of one of the big cats!
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The Big Cat Trading Post - GIFT GUIDE

Gifts that keep on giving. By purchasing the gifts on these pages not only will you be giving a truly unique gift, but the
proceeds help us care for all of the big cats living at Big Cat Rescue. Order these gift items using the order form on page 10.
S & H within the United States as well as tax has already been included in the price. You can also upgrade your shipping to
Priority for just $3 for your entire order. For luxury cat themed gift items visit BigCatLuxeGifts.com
BCR Stainless
Steel Water Bottle
$16.91

BCR
Stencil
15 oz. Mug
Choose
Orange or Blue
$13.70
BCR
Camp Fire
16 oz. Mug
Choose
Yellow
or White
$13.70

Skp-aholic Bobcat Photo Necklace $45.00

Big Cat Rescue Enamel
Big Cat Bookmarks
Choose Tiger, Lion, or
Black Leopard $4.21

Animal Print Logo
Thermos $13.70

Skip the FL Bobcat
Mug $15.84

L is For Lion
Pin 1”
$9.56
Big Cat Rescue
Tiger Watch
$28.75

Tiger Face
Pin 1”
$11.70

Cat & Fish
Pin 1.75”
$13.84

Stalking Tiger
Pin 1”
$7.35

Big Cat Rescue Vanity Plates Choose Saber - Black Leopard, Hal - Cougar, Cloe - Snow
Leopard, Joseph - Lion, Shere Khan - Tiger, Freckles - Liger, Windstar - Bobcat, Genie Sand Cat, Simba - Leopard, or China Doll - Tigress (not shown) $10.56 each

Carabiner Key
Ring Choose Gold,
Black, Blue or Purple
$5.21 each

BCR Oval Sticker
$4.21
Big Cat Rescue
Ribbon Magnet
$8.35

Egyptian Cat Pin
1” x 2.5” $14.84

Golf Club
Cover $25.47
BCR Golf Ball $6.28
12” Lion
Sitting
$26.54
12” Tiger
$24.40

Extra Large Eco-Grocery Bag with Big
Cat Rescue Recycle Logo on Front
13” W by 10” D by 15” H $13.70

Big Cat Photo Necklace
Choose any species
$45.00

BCR Logo Sunglasses Case Choose
Red, Yellow, Lime, or Orange $9.49

Leopard Print Clicky Pen. Get a new message scrolled
across pen with each click. $4.00

Big Cats - An Amazing Animal Discovery
Book, Includes Stickers $10.49

Big Cat Rescue Magnets Choose Snow Leopard, Lioness,
Bobcat, Tiger, Black Leopard, Serval, Logo, or Ocelot
$3.14 each

Logo Frisbee, Black, Green, Blue,
Yellow, or Red $5.21 each
7”Aurora Babies Choose Nemara the Leopard,
Leo the Lioness, Terrance the Tiger, or
Lil Lehi the Bobcat $9.49 each
Ultimate Cat Sticker Book, 60
Big & Busy Interactive Book 10
re-useable stickers $11.63
pages, ages 5+ $13.77
EcoDome
Kids 8.5”
Set of 4
Plastic Plate
Plastic Cats
Choose
Choose
Lion or Tiger
Lion or Tiger
$6.28
$14.84

Tiger Flip Book - As You Flip the
Pages Get a 3 Dimensional Look
Inside a Bengal Tiger $21.80
Toy Veterinarian Kit includes:
Stethoscope, syringe,
medicine bottle, blood
pressure pump, etc. $10.56

400 Reusable Animal
Sticker Book $11.63
Logo Plush Purse
with Stuffed Toy Black Purse with
Tiger or Pink Purse
with Black Leopard
$14.84 each

Themed Monopoly Board Game $28.54
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Embroidered Adams
Cap Choose Navy
with Khaki Logo or
White with Blue Logo
$22.40

Skip - FL Bobcat Tee S, M, L, XL
$24.40 XXL & XXXL $26.54

Property of BCR Tee Available in
Green or Blue with Red & White Lettering
S, M, L , XL $24.40 XXL $ 26.54

Bobcat Rehab ProgramTee
S, M, L, XL $24.40
XXL & XXXL $26.54

BCR Papryus Tee Red or Aqua
BCR Baseball Tee Gray & Black
Ladies Tee S, M, L, XL $19.05
S, M, L, XL $24.40
XXL $21.19
XXL $26.54
Brown BCR Tiger Tee
Pink Image
S, M, L, XL $24.40
XXL $26.54

Purple BCR Rhinestone
Ladies Fitted Tee
S, M, L, & XL $24.40 XXL $26.54

Rhinestone Tiger Fitted Tee in Black
or Snow Leopard Fitted Tee in Black
S, M, L, XL $24.40
XXL $26.54

Yellow Ladies Polo with Navy Trim and
Embroidered Logo S, M, L, XL $39.45

Haunting Eyes Tee
Black with BCR Logo
on Sleeve, Bengal or
Siberian Tiger, Snow
Leopard, or Sand Cat
S, M, L, XL $24.40
2X or 3X $26.54

Blue Polo with Navy Trim and Embroidered
Logo S, M, L, XL $40.45 XXL $43.66
Big Cat Rescue Cadet
Cap Embroidered Big Cat
Rescue text Choose Blue
or Pink $20.18
Big Cat Rescue Fidel
Cap Embroidered with
BCR & Running Cat
Choose Black or Khaki
$20.12

Property of BCR Juniors Zip Hoodie
Clover S, M, L, & XL $46.87
XXL $49.01
Brown S, M, L, & XL $44.73
XXL $46.87

Brown Bengal Tiger Kids Tee
or Tan Lion Kids Tee
Big Cat Rescue on Front
XS, S, M & L $15.91

BCR Patch
$5.28
BCR Pin
$5.28

Longsleeve Hooded Knit Tee
Available in Eggplant or Black
S, M, L, & XL $31.89 XXL $34.03

Puffy 3-D Tiger Youth Tee w/ Logo
on Sleeve Choose Yellow, White,
or Red S, M & L $15.91

Zipper Hoodie with Tiger Art on Front
Black S, M, L, & XL $42.52 XXL $45.73

Orange/White Tiger Baby
Creeper BCR on Front
XS, S, M & L $13.70

Longsleeve Tee with Tiger Stripes on Chest &
Sleeves and Big Cat Rescue on Back
S, M, L, & XL $29.75 XXL $31.89

Navy & Gray Junior Raglan
Tee S, M, L, XL $24.40

Chocolate Rhinestone Junior
Fitted Tee S, M, L, XL $24.40

Snow Leopard
Trust Hand Made
Felt Cat Toy Mice.
$7.35 each
Khaki Visor w/
Embroidered Logo
$15.84

Big Cat Rescue Tiger
Shoe Laces $9.49

Hand Made Yarn.
Colors Vary.
$18.05 ea.

Snow
Leopard
Trust Tote
$25.54

BCR Logo Sock Black Tiger Medium $9.49
Gray Cats Medium $9.49
Lion March Sock Medium $9.49
Tiger Facts Sock Medium $9.49
Shorty Sock Tiger Medium $9.49
Shorty Sock Leopard Medium $9.49
BCR Logo Sock Brown Tiger Medium $9.49
BCR Logo Sock White Lion Medium $9.49
Shorty Sock Pink Tiger Medium $9.49
Shorty Sock Recycled Tiger Medium $9.49
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SAD FAREWELL TO TWO GREAT CATS
Big Cat Rescue was founded 19 years ago and 69 of our 100+ sanctuary residents are now over the age of 15 (90+ in cat years).
It is with great sadness that we must say goodbye to these wonderful felines. The decision to euthanize a cat does not come easy.
However in the case of these cats, it was the most humane action that could be taken.
DANCES WITH WOLVES had been bottle raised and was sold to someone who expected her to
bond with him. She did not take to him and, though his other exotic cats were filmed in commercials
and advertisements, she was not inclined to do that either. She came to Big Cat Rescue in 1993 where
she was finally able to do what came naturally to her, rather than having to earn her keep. Many
affectionately called her “Dances” or “Woofie” and were delighted whenever they got to see her or
spend time talking with her. She was special to so many of our volunteers. At nearly 20 years old, she
had become one of the oldest Canada Lynx we knew of, but her medical issues began taking a toll on
her. Dances had refused to eat and so was taken to Ehrlich Animal Hospital where she was examined
by Dr. Wynn. She had a mass on her knee that was causing her great discomfort (which was later
determined to be cancerous) in addition to severe arthritis and advanced renal failure. At her age and
in this condition, with no cure for the renal failure, the best course of action was euthanasia. We gave
1991 - 2011
Dances a life that was twice as long and hundreds of times as full as any captive lynx is likely to have
ever known. She made such a huge, lasting impression on all who cared for her, all who met her during a visit to the sanctuary, all
who read about her and watched her many videos. As with all we’ve loved and lost, we’ll truly miss her and remember her always.

DANCES

BIG CAT RESCUE WinS
Toyota Tundra!
We want to send out a huge THANK
YOU to everyone who voted for us in
Toyota’s 100 Cars for Good contest.
We won and should be getting our
new Toyota Tundra in 3-4 months. We
will let you know when and where the
celebration will be held.

Celebrate YOUR Pet
Who has Passed On
Celebrate and share your love of a departed
pet with an engraved plaque permanently
affixed to one of our Pet Celebration Walls
lining the paths of the sanctuary. For a
donation of $500 a custom 8” x 8” black
granite plaque featuring the name of your
pet, the year of birth and death, a black
and white laser engraved image of your
pet, and up to 30 characters of text will be
added to the wall to memorialize your pet.

FRECKLES, the liger, arrived at Big Cat Rescue in December of 2008. She was rescued, along
FRECKLES
with tigers Cookie and Alex, from a failed sanctuary known as Cougar Haven in Mississippi. Having
been abandoned by her owner, surviving while many died around her, Freckles was finally rescued
and brought to live her final years at Big Cat Rescue. Being a hybrid cross between a lion and a tiger,
she had many genetic health issues to overcome. In addition, all of her canine teeth were broken off
and she had a hole in her jaw from an abscess because the broken teeth were never treated. Once
she arrived at Big Cat Rescue she received the dental surgery she so desperately needed. Her large
canine teeth were root canaled and she was given a course of antibiotics to fight off her infection. She
recovered quickly from the dental work and settled into her new home. Approximately two years later
Freckles began having some trouble standing up and walking and so she was examined by Dr. Wynn
as well as an Equine Veterinarian, who graciously brought their portable xray equipment out to the
1993 - 2011
sanctuary so that Freckles would not have to be transported to an offsite clinic. Xrays were taken of
Freckles back, legs, and hips and blood was drawn for testing. The cause of her lameness appeared to be a result of a neurological
diseases for which there was no cure. Freckles was put on pain medications and her lameness was monitored closely be the staff.
Exactly a year later, Freckles began to deteriorate rapidly and so with heavy hearts staff made the decision to put Freckles out of
her misery via euthanasia. Having survived so much in her life, she was finally free of her pain and suffering. It always seems to
be raining when a big cat has to be euthanized. Perhaps it is the angels crying. Crying for joy that another magnificent creature is
finally freed of their chains and on their way home. Even though it makes the task so much harder, at least the rain helps hide the
trails of tears on our own cheeks as we bid our beloved ones good-bye.

Where do Ligers Come
From?
Irresponsible breeders is the short
answer.

Order on page 10 or online at:

http://tinyurl.com/4yw8pey

A liger is the result of breeding a male
lion to a tigress. A tigon is the result
of breeding a male tiger to a lioness.
Since lions and tigers do not exist in
the same areas, this is not something
that happens in the wild. It is done in
captivity by disreputable individuals
to produce a freak that uninformed
people will pay to see. These cats
suffer from many birth defects and
usually die young. Because ligers
usually grow to be larger than either
parent, it also puts the tigress at great
risk in carrying the young to term and
may require C-section deliveries or

kill the tigress in the process of giving
birth.

media of your choice through our
online email system at CatLaws.com

Since Ligers are considered a hybrid
they are not fully protected by the law.
Therefore they can easily be discarded
through canned hunt operations or
slaughtered for their fur, meat, and
bones.
When the public quits paying to see
these unfortunate creatures, the
people responsible for breeding them
will stop this inhumane practice. You
can stop the abuse. Don’t support
places that breed ligers or tigons.
When you see ligers in the news or
on TV, write the station and let the
reporters know the truth about these
hybrids. You can send letters to the
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ORDER DATE:
Description				

Qty.

Size

Price Each

Total

Billing Address
_______________________________

Name

_______________________________

Address

_______________________________

St

Zip

_______________________________

Day Time Phone

PHANTOM FUR BALL				

$

_______________________________ Yes! I would like to make a donation			

Evening Phone

SPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK *
_______________________________ SPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK *

Email

SPONSOR PERIMETER WALL*

Recipient Address (if different than Billing)

________________________________

$100.00

8x8

$200.00

1 Foot

$100.00

Please match my donation with the Modglin Match Offer
Yes, I would priority shipping for an additional charge of $3.00 $
Yes, I would like a receipt for tax purposes

________________________________

St

Day Time Phone

Check

Money Order

Visa

MasterCard

________________________________

Credit Card Number

________________________________

Exp. Date MMYY

Evening Phone

Grand Total $

Method of Payment

Zip

________________________________

Email

4x8

I want to join the automatic giving program, charge my card each month $

Address

City		

$

* NOTE: Fill out blue shaded box at bottom of form

________________________________

Name

Kids Tour
Tour Times: Saturday & Sunday 9 AM
Children of all ages and their parents can learn about
the big cats on this guided tour of the sanctuary.
This tour is given on a child’s educational level.
Reservations not required. Tour is 1 hr. Children
must be accompanied by an adult. Admission: $19
per child under 10 years $29 per child 10 years &
older and per adult.
Day Tour
Tour Times: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 3 PM
Sat & Sun 10 AM & 1 PM
Guided tour of the sanctuary. Learn about the
big cats and the threats they face both in the wild
as well as in captivity. Hear their personal stories
of how they were rescued. Tour is 1.5 hrs. No
children under 10 years of age. Reservations are
not required. Admission: $29 per person.

Big Cat Rescue
Compass & Lion Tee
S, M, L, XL $24.40 XXL $26.54

City		

BIG CAT RESCUE TOUR TIMES

American Express

Discover

Signature_____________________________

This is a gift, please make card TO: _________________________ FROM: __________________________
Brief message to say: ______________________________________________________________________
Automatic Giving Program - join the sustaining donor society
Big Cat Rescue makes it easy and convenient to donate monthly with no worry. You can do this either by
credit card or by direct debit to a checking account for as little as $5/month. For credit card donations, just
fill in the highlighted line on the order form above and provide your credit card information. For checking
account direct debit email finance@bigcatrescue.org, or leave a message for Howard at 813-920-4130.
This is a G-R-R-eat way to spread out your donations and provide steady support that is so meaningful for
the cats.
Big Cat Rescue is a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization, FEID 59-3330495. Our Florida registration number is CH11409. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-HELP-FLA TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE
STATE. Big Cat Rescue does not utilize the services of professional solicitors so 100% of all contributions go directly
to Big Cat Rescue Corp.

Special Comment, Request, or Question:

____________________________________________

feeding tour
Tour Times: Wed, Fri, Sat 4:30 PM
(Reservations Required)
Follow a keeper as they feed the big cats. Observe
the big cats eating and learn about the their
nutritional needs in captivity. Tour is 1 hr. No
children under 10 years of age. For reservations
813-426-5948. Admission: $55 per person.
Big Cat Keeper Tour
Tour Times: Fri & Sat 2 PM
(Reservations Required)
This tour takes you behind the scenes. Enjoy making
enrichment (treats and food puzzles) for the big cats
and watch as the keepers hand out the enrichment
you made. You will also observe operant training
sessions with the big cats. Tour is 2 hrs. No children
under 10 years of age. For reservations
813-426-5948. Admission: $110 per person.
Wild Eyes At Night Tour
Tour Times: Last Friday of the month
(Reservations Required)
Night Tours are the best way to see the animals
come alive! As you journey through the sanctuary
you will be stalked and pounced at from the
shadows! No worries though, all the animals will
be safely in their enclosures. This is an adventure
that’s sure to please! Tour is 1.5 hrs. No children
under 10 years of age. For reservations
813-426-5948. Admission: $55 per person.
Also offered - Weddings, Parties,
Volunteer & INTERN programs and
Gift Certificates are available for all of our
programs and make the perfect gift for that person
who has everything!
Prices and availability for all tours are subject to change.

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
* Personalizations (How you want your name to appear):

___________________________________________
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STOPPING CANNED HUNTS CONGRESSWOMAN CASTOR
CO-SPONSORS BILL READ HOW YOU CAN HELP!

CHARLES RUTENBERG
REALTY’S CASINO NIGHT
DOUBLES THE TAKE FOR
THE big CATS!

By Howard Baskin

Last year, after the success of their
first Casino Night to benefit Big Cat
Rescue and one other charity, John
and JoAnn Nestor knew they had a
winner. But, they did not know how big
a winner until this year when the event
netted twice as much, over $8,000, to
support the cats at Big Cat Rescue!

Each summer for the last seven years Carole and I have gone
to Washington D.C. for the annual Taking Action for Animals
weekend conference organized by the Humane Society of the
United States. Along with hundreds of other people who care
about animals, we spend the Monday after the conference
visiting the offices of our own legislators and speaking with
the aides who handle animal issues. This year we went up
three days early for a series of individual meetings before the
conference to discuss a very exciting effort to stop tiger abuse
that I will report more on in a future issue.
Among the people we visited with was Rachael Estes, Legislative
Correspondent for our Congresswoman Kathy Castor, who has
been a very consistent
supporter
of
bills
protecting
animals.
In the photo Rachael
is
sympathetically
reviewing pictures of the
deplorable conditions
most of the thousands of
tigers in private hands
live in here in the United
States.
The current bill we spoke to Rachael about is H.R. 2210,
The Sportsmanship in Hunting Act. The bill cracks down on
privately owned ranches that raise semi tame animals that have
no fear of humans and no evasive skills even if they knew
enough to run away. In addition, the animals are often drugged
to make them easier targets. The unsuspecting animals are put
in confined areas and the ranchers charge customers to shoot
them like they were targets in a carnival booth. Some of these
operations even offer “no kill, no pay” guarantees—eliminating
any sportsmanship from the practice. Some states, like Florida,
that allow this sort of “hunting” have laws prohibiting the
killing of big cats in these settings. But, the law is difficult to
enforce. Some of these facilities have had big cats caged on the
property. Why would they be there if not to be shot by the game
farm’s most trusted clients?

On June 20, Animal Planet Investigates: Captive Hunting
Exposed aired, revealing appalling undercover footage from
a HSUS investigation into captive hunts. You can see a few
minutes of this video by clicking the link at bigcatrescue.
org/2011/hr-2210/.

The casino tables and staff were
provided by DanMar Productions,
the same wonderful folks who have
appeared at our Fur Ball. So, of
course, they brought along the custom
built Wheel of Fur-tune that features
photos of our cats on the betting spots
on the table.

A “co-sponsor” is a legislator who basically has agreed before
the vote that they will support the bill when it comes to the
floor for a vote. Shortly after our visit, Rachael advised us that
Congresswoman Castor would co-sponsor this bill – so once
again we express our gratitude to a legislator who truly cares –
thanks Congresswoman Castor!
How can you help? The more co-sponsors a bill has, the more
chance it has to make it to the floor for a vote, and to pass
when it does. You can easily find the phone number for your
Representative on our website at bigcatrescue.org/2011/hr2210/. Please call and ask them to co-sponsor H.R. 2210 today
and use the link on that page to send them an email as well. You
would be surprised how few calls they get on most bills. The
legislators know that only a small portion of people who care
about an issue will take the time to call. So, a few calls have
a big impact because they know that a few callers mean many,
many more people care. You CAN make a difference – please
visit bigcatrescue.org/2011/hr-2210/ and call and send an
email today. You can save thousands and thousands of animals,
some of whom are exotic cats, from being mercilessly murdered
by doing so.

A portion of these funds go to sponsor
Simba the tiger, who was declawed
and defanged and used for “photo ops”
for years before she found a peaceful
home at Big Cat Rescue. A few weeks
after the event, BCR’s Howard Baskin
presented JoAnn and President John
Rurkowski with a framed photo of
Simba and her story that now hangs
in their office.

Wines to Benefit the Big Cats
We are very excited to announce the launch of Big Cat Rescue’s Roar
Reserve wines available for purchase through Benefit Wines. The
Roar Reserve wines offered – Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Pinot
Noir, Chardonnay, Malbec and Sauvignon Blanc are imported from
LaFortuna Vineyards in Lontue Valley, Chile. These vegan friendly
wines are produced using certified organic grapes by a fair trade
certified vineyard.
Each wine bottle label features one of the big cats living at the
sanctuary and $7 from the sale of each bottle (retail price is $19.99
per bottle) is donated to Big Cat Rescue. These beautiful bottles of
wine make the purr-fect gift for that someone who has everything or
purr-haps to just treat yourself. After all, it’s “fur” a good cause!
To purchase Big Cat Rescue’s Roar Reserve wines visit: www.benefitwines.com/bigcat

Charles Rutenberg Realty has over
3,500 agents in Florida, Illinois &
New York. If you live in a market they
serve, please consider thanking them
for their support of our cats by giving
them a chance to serve your real
estate needs.
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KEEPER’S LOG
CALVIN THE PALM CIVET
HAS EYE SURGERY
Big Cat Rescue’s Keepers are trained
to observe each and every animal
daily and to be able to identify when
something is wrong. Calvin’s keepers
noticed that his right eye had suddenly
become cloudy and was bulging from
the socket. They notified staff right

away who reported it to our volunteer
vet. Dr. Wynn came out for a visit
and knew right away that she needed
to call Dr. Miller, an Ophthalmology
Specialist with BluePearl in Tampa.
The lens in Calvin’s eye had shifted
and was causing him discomfort.
Dr. Wynn arranged for Calvin to go
to BluePearl for corrective surgery.
Dr.
Miller
performed
a
battery
of tests on
16-year-old
Calvin prior
to surgery to
ensure that
the eye could
still see. Had
it not, the
simpler procedure would have been
to remove the eye. Calvin’s eye was
visual so he was taken to surgery to
have the damaged lens removed.
The surgery lasted about a half hour
and was a success. Calvin was sent
back to the sanctuary to recover
in the onsite Cat Hospital and was
prescribed antibiotics and eye drops
that had to be administered daily. We
are happy to report that Calvin’s eye
has healed very well and his vision
was saved. He is now back in the
comforts of his outdoor home.

MODNIC THE TIGER
DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER
Modnic the tiger had an ingrown claw
that needed to be trimmed. She was

sedated on the same day that Dr.
Miller had come to visit Calvin. Dr.
Miller is in the process of documenting
the measurements of tiger eyes for a
study on the presence of glaucoma
in tigers. So while Dr. Wynn trimmed
Modnic’s claw and did a physical
exam, Dr. Miller took measurements
of her eye. Upon examining Modnic,
Dr. Wynn found a mass near her teat.
She took biopsies and blood to be sent
to the lab for testing. Modnic’s claw
was trimmed and the surrounding area
disinfected. Test results revealed the
mass on Modnic’s mammary gland is
cancerous. In cats, the treatment of
choice is to remove all of the mammary
gland tissue. This would mean an
incision from her armpit to her inguinal

area (groin)...on each side! Since that
would be very invasive and a rough
recovery at her age, we have chosen
to monitor her mass. We have had
other cats who have lived years with
mammary tumors. We will continue to
monitor her condition and make her as
comfortable as possible.

NATIONAL WATERMELON DAY
BIG CAT RESCUE STYLE
What better way to celebrate the
August 3rd holiday than to treat the
big cats to a refreshing melon?!

These two tigers feel like royalty
prancing atop their new decks.

DESPURR-ADO BOBCAT
HEALTH CRISIS
DesPurrado’s
primary feeder
noticed
that
he was getting
thin despite an
increase in diet.
He had also
lost the interest
in food that
he once had.
Arrangements
were
made
for him to be taken to Ehrlich Animal
Hospital where he was examined.
His blood work shows signs of kidney
failure. When the blood values start
to change, it already indicates more
than a 70% loss in kidney function.
He is in the early stages of renal
failure so may have a few more
good months with us. He was also
diagnosed with Hyperthyroidism and
was prescribed medication that he
will have to take for the remainder of
his life. Hyperthyroidism is a condition
in which the thyroid gland makes too
much thyroid hormone. The condition
is often referred to as an “overactive
thyroid.” Symptoms include nausea
and weight loss. Which would explain
why DesPurrado was still coming
up for food every night, but once he
smelled it he became disinterested.
As well as why he was losing weight
despite the increase in diet. The
medications seem to be working and
DesPurrado is back to his old self,
enthusiastic for food and finishing his
dinner. As long as he continues to eat
and play and enjoy life we will try to
make it as good as possible for him
and when his joy for life is gone we will
help him pass on.

RESCUERS BUILD DECKS FOR
TIGERS TO LOUNGE LAKESIDE
Modnic and Bengali the tigers were
recently the lucky recipients of two
extra large lounge decks constructed
in their enclosures. Thanks to the
whirlwind efforts of Big Cat Rescuers
including Darren and Jennifer Holley.

ESMERELDA THE SERVAL
GOES TO VET FOR EXAM
Esmerelda was taken to the Ehrlich
Animal Hospital to be examined by
Dr. Wynn because she had been
lethargic and was not as interested
in food. During the examination it
was discovered that she has kidney
disease and high blood pressure as
well as a small cancerous skin mass
near her arm pit. The kidney disease
is the most likely culprit for making
Esmerelda not feel as well lately. She
has been started on blood pressure
medication and we will monitor her
progress. The kidney disease is not
treatable and the skin mass is small
and preliminary blood results as well
as examination of her spleen indicate

that the cancer has not spread. The
skin mass is most likely not the
reason for Esmerelda’s lethargy and
disinterest in food, removal would only
be for cosmetic purposes.

Chat about the Big Cats at

www.ChatBigCats.com
Unlimited
storage
space for your photos,
videos and music.
Post your own blogs,
or join in our forums
and contests.
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