THE BIG CAT TIMES

Cat Chat is a LIVE,
interactive
show
on
WildAnimalTelevision.com
that airs every Wednesday at
noon (EST). You can call in to
interact live with the producer,
David Stanton and Big Cat
Rescue CEO
Carole Baskin.
It is a fun and
informal hour of
chatting about
cats of all kinds.
WildAnimalTelevision.com

Vacation Rotation Enclosure Grand Opening - A Big Hit With The Big Cats
We are so pleased to announce that the Vacation Rotation Enclosure has been completed and Big Cat Rescue celebrated the grand opening
of the new space with dozens of volunteers, donors, and the media. Everyone gathered early in the morning on July 30th to watch as
Bengali the tiger was the first to explore the 2.5 acre enclosure.
After 10 long months of hard work and $200,000 in cost the super sized enclosure inspired awe in the 20 year old tiger. Bengali made his
way through a long tunnel connecting his enclosure to the Vacation Rotation Enclosure where he enthusiastically explored every square
foot. He first checked out a large oak tree log and promptly scratched and marked it as his. Then he made his way
over to the giant jungle gym and checked out the view of his domain from atop. Next he strolled over to the pond
and took a long drink and a quick dip to cool off. He has never had access to a natural body of water such as this
and the muddy floor was a little intimidating, much different than his concrete pool. After a long morning sniffing
and marking, Bengali finally retired to his cave den for a well deserved siesta.
Bengali spent a week on vacation before giving way for Flavio to have his turn.

Photos by Jamie Veronica unless noted.

Scan QR Codes,
in this issue, with
your smart phone
to get more info.

Our sincere thanks to the many donors who so far have funded 80% of
this project, and special thanks to major donors Reitzel Foundation, Larry
and Pam Trissel, the Little Family Foundation, and David G. Nugent in
memory of Barbara M. Nugent.

big cat rescue MERCHANDISE Proceeds from the sale
of Big Cat Rescue gift merchandise featured in this newspaper
help take care of the big cats. Order using the order form on page

10 or visit BigCatRescue.biz to see hundreds of our gift
items!. Use coupon code: BCTFALL13
in our online gift shop to receive 10% off
your entire order! Offer expires October
1, 2013.
Tax and S & H within the US have been

Oval Sticker $4.21
included in the prices listed throughout.
Ribbon Magnet Gold or Silver $8.35

Big Cat Rescue
12802 Easy Street
Tampa, FL 33625
:Change Service Requested
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Donors check out the Vacation Rotation
Enclosure before Bengali’s grand entrance.

Please help us reach our fundraising
goal for the construction of the
Vacation Rotation Enclosure.
We are so close to the finish line!

www.razoo.com/story/
BigCatVacation
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Flavio gets his turn in the
Vacation Rotation Enclosure
and has a roaring good time
playing in the fountain.

BCR Compass & Lion Tee
S, M, L, XL $24.40 XXL $26.54

BCR Logo Tees Choose Blue, Charcoal,
Teal, Purple & Pink (not shown)
S, M, L, XL $18.05 XXL $20.19

Haunting Eyes Tee Black with BCR Logo on
Sleeve, Snow Leopard, Sand Cat, Siberian Tiger
or Bengal Tiger S, M, L, XL $24.40 2X $26.54

BCR Baseball Tee Gray & Black
S, M, L, XL $24.40 XXL $26.54
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THANKS TO OUR LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS
The number of people who have so kindly remembered the cats in their estate planning and become part of our Legacy
Society continues to grow. We would like to thank the people listed below for providing for the cats in this way.
Anonymous (7)
Jean & Peter Albini
Candace Barbara
Carole Baskin
Howard Baskin
Ebe Bower
Marie Collart
Joan & Richard Czeck
Thomas Daly (D)
Amy Davis
Lynne Daub
Mary Ann D’Agostino

Beverly Diehl
Dorothy I. Edwards (D)
Fran Ezer
Ira Fischer
Patricia Francis
Hester Fuller
“Hunter”
Peter W. Jasin (D)
Mary Margaret Kalal (D)
William Kuni
David H. Lytle
Jean Matusinka (D)

Terri Mimbs
Marcella MirandeKetcham
Cecilia Nelson
Terry Nordblom (D)
David G. Nugent
Pat O’Shea
Karen & Jay Quinn
Rich Reed
Nancy Rodgers
Pamela Rodriguez
Steven Salomons

Carol Sandstrom
Robert Shepard
Alexia Sherman
Veronika Silvani
Martha J. Simms (D)
Diane Smith
Morgan Jane Smith
JR Smalarz
Starla Trivilino
Monnie Turley
Ken Turnbull
Robin Tyler

John A. Varnado
Lynne and Todd Waymon
Patricia Webber
Karen Wells
Ron & Joy Wentworth
Carol Wettersten
Susan Wilcox
Odette Wilkins
Brandy Williams
Robert C. Williams (D)
Mary Yang
Jill Yasgur

This list is maintained manually. If you have provided for the cats in your estate planning and are not listed here, please
accept our apologies, and contact Finance@BigCatRescue.org so we can update the list. Thank you!

Win a free iPad Mini and other
great prizes including; Desktop
Wallpaper, Facebook Cover Pics,
& Other Cool Downloads

NYC KIDS SUPPORT BCR

COINS FOR CATS

We were so pleased to get a kind letter and $1,000
donation from the students at PS 234 in New York City
this June! The kids collected spare change for three
weeks and the total amount was divided between four
charities, including Big Cat Rescue. A huge roar of
gratitude! You just fed a tiger for a whole month!

In June we got a visit from the Job’s Daughters Honored
Queen, Anastasia Palmer, and her colleagues, who
presented us with a donation for $165! Anastasia
and the other Job’s Daughters members collected
the money through a coin drive, and chose Big Cat
Rescue to receive the donation. Thank you, ladies!

Cool Cats Camp
aNOTHER roaring success

BIG CAT RESCUE RECOGNIZED FOR
CONTINUED SUPPORT

Step 1: Download the
free Front Flip App
Step 2: Scan this Front
Flip QR Code with your
Smartphone
Step 3: “Scratch” to see
if you are a winner!
Scan the QR Code every day here, on facebook
or in our gift shop to play for a chance to win
valuable discounts or prizes including free
big cat magnets, free big cat key rings, free
downloadable gifts and more. One grand prize
winner will receive an iPad Mini! Have fun and
good luck!

95 campers came from all over the county and the
Tampa Bay Area to spend time with the cats, making
them enrichment, preparing diets, learning about
conservation, and having lots of fun!
Week 2 Junior Campers and their Big Cat Rescue Intern
Counselors Demi Hodby & Andrew Blackwood, being silly

Education Director Willow Hecht with Kimberly Moore of
Pasco County utilities and Jeremy Castanza of FGUA

Field Guide to Safari Animals,
36 pages, age 8+ $22.33

Navy/White Tiger Baby
Creeper BCR on Front
XS, S, M & L $13.70

Animal Helpers Sanctuaries
photo book includes BCR,
32 pages, age 8+ $12.17

On August 5th, I was pleased to receive a thank you
visit from the folks in Pasco County running the Water
Awareness Poster Contest for elementary students
each
year.
Representatives
from the Florida
Governmental
Utility Authority
(FGUA)
and
Pasco County
Utilities came to
thank Big Cat
Rescue for our
support of their
program in the past four years, which was in the form
of donating tour passes as prizes for the contest
winners. They presented us with a certificate and
some of the winning posters to hang at the sanctuary.

Bobcat
Flopsie 12”
$13.70

Tiger
Indira 12”
$13.70

Big Cat Rescue Tiger Kids Tee
Available in Blue or Pink
XS, S, M & L $15.91

Jeweled Lion Kids Tee
XS, S, M & L $16.98
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Help us put an end to the abuse today. Visit us online at:

BigCatBan.com

3 Steps to Saving
Big Cats and Their Cubs

Parents to a tiger cub used for photo ops, caged and
on display in a blistering hot parking lot in Tampa, FL

1. Tell USDA that there is no reason to
allow public contact between big cats and
their cubs.

as HR 1998 in the House and S 1381 in the
Senate. Please ask your members of Congress
to sign on as Co Sponsors so that this bill can
be passed this year!
3. Ask the USFWS why they haven’t
rescinded the generic tiger loophole yet.

Worn out tiger cub that was chained to a table for
hours of photo ops at Christmas tree lot in Tampa, FL

Cub petting and photo ops with cubs are the
main cause of so many discarded tigers and
lions when they get too big to use as Pay-toPlay props. USDA is asking for your comment
now. Please let them know that there is NO
circumstance under which the public should
be allowed contact with big cats or their cubs.

It’s been two years now since more than 15,000
animal lovers spoke up and asked the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) to rescind
the generic tiger loophole that has allowed
backyard breeders to inbreed, cross breed and
over breed tigers. The USFWS should have
listened to you and made it a Final Rule that
anyone who wants to breed tigers has to go
through all of the same red tape that the zoos
do, but they still haven’t done it. Please email
and politely ask when they will post the final
rule that rescinds the generic tiger exemption.

Bobcat Kitten Being Rehabilitated
In late June Big Cat Rescuers
received a call from a wildlife
rehabilitation facility in need of
assistance. An orphaned bobcat
had been brought to their clinic,
however they mainly deal with
smaller animals and did not have
the facilities to house her. They
knew Big Cat Rescue specializes
in bobcat rehab and thought that
it would be the purr-fect place for
the 8-week-old kitten.
The tiny three pound bobcat, named
Khaleesi, has not become accustomed
to being around humans and so will
be an excellent candidate for release.
She will be given some time to grow
and learn the basic skills she will need
to master in order to survive on her
own. Once she is ready, Khaleesi
will be returned to the wild where she
rightfully belongs.
At right: Khaleesi is examined by Dr. Wynn
with the help of Manager Gale Ingham
Big Cat Rescue’s wildlife
rehabbers are permitted
with the Florida Fish and
Wildlife
Conservation
Commission and adhere
to the policies regarding
rehabilitation of wildlife
set forth by the agency.
Images of Khaleesi are
captured uninvasively via
camera traps installed
on her enclosure so as
to not interfere with her
rehabilitation.

Crazy Cat Lady Toy 5.25”
comes with 6 Cats $11.63

2. Tell Congress that big cats should not be
kept as pets or used as photo and petting
props.
This is the Most Important Bill Ever to Protect
Big Cats from Abuse. The Big Cats and Public
Safety Protection Act has been reintroduced

Full grown tiger hauled around in a cage built on a
trailer to events in the middle of summer in Venice, FL

Go to BigCatBan.com for easy instructions and direct
links. Taking action on these 3 issues will make a world of
difference to big cats suffering across our nation. Your voice
counts. Please help us outnumber the voices of those who
profit from the abuse of big cats. At BigCatBan.com you will
find easy instructions, direct links, and pre-written letters to
select from. (Personalized letters will have more impact)

Animal-opoly Themed Monopoly Game $28.54

Toy Veterinarian Kit includes:
Stethoscope, syringe, medicine
bottle, blood pressure pump, etc.
$10.56

Crazy Cat Lady Board Game $26.54
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SAD FAREWELL TO
TWO GREAT CATS

Lions and Tigers and Dragons, oh my!
We're SO excited to be partnering with The Body Shop USA as they launch
their Dragon Fruit Lip Butter Campaign, allowing customers to vote for a choice
of three great charities.
Now through November 3 with any purchase you'll receive a token which you
can use to vote for Big Cat Rescue.
Buy super-moisturizing Dragon Fruit Lip Butter and you get a second token
to vote with.
You can also go to:

http://bddy.me/NJIYzf
for an additional vote!

100% of the profits from the sale of the Dragon Fruit Lip Butter go to charity
so the greater the sales, the greater the funding. The more votes we get, the
greater the amount of funding we receive!

BRAZILIAN ACTOR LUIGI BARICELLI VISITS THE CATS
Luigi Baricelli is one of the most famous actors in Brazil, sometimes referred to as
the “Brad Pitt of Brazil.” In a testimony to Big Cat Rescue’s increasing international
awareness, Luigi (in photo, just left of Joseph the lion) brought his family and friends
to see the cats in early August.
Like so many visitors from countries that have evolved way beyond the US in their
respect
for
animals - Brazil
bans big cats
from circus acts
– he expressed
disappointment
and
distress
that
America
permits private
ownership and
exploitation that
results in the
cats needing a
sanctuary.

Taking care of more than 100 exotic
cats is a roller coaster ride of emotions
as we try to provide the best possible
life for them and yet deal with the gut
wrenching decisions of life and death.
Of our 114 animals, 92 of them are over
the age of 12, which is about as long
as they live in zoos or in the wild. An
amazing 76 are over the age of 15 (90+
in human years). Even more incredible,
18 are 20 years or older. It is with heavy
hearts that we must say good bye to
these feline friends who has touched our
hearts forever.
ROSE was such a friendly and beautiful
caracal. She captivated guests with her
regal looks and characteristic black tufted
ears. After Rose had lost interest in food
she was sedated for a blood work up and
the results were not good. She was in
the advanced stages of kidney disease.
We have rescued 10 caracals during our
21
years,
the oldest of
which was
17 years old
when
she
passed away.
Rose was 16
years old.
SARMOTI was retired from the circus
earlier than all of his buddies because
he wouldn’t perform. He came here at
the same time as Bengali, his brother.
While Bengali is very social and playful,
Sarmoti was serious and reserved.
During Sarmoti’s last few months he
spent most of his time sleeping. When
he was taken in for diagnostics by the
circus vet who treats him, she decided
that at 20 years of age, it would be better
to euthanize him than put him through
vigorous testing that would probably not
yield any improvement to his quality of
life.

Rhinestone Fitted Tee in Black
Choose Tiger, Snow Leopard or Leopard
S, M, L, XL $24.40 XXL $26.54

White Scarf with
Black and Green
Tiger Stripes and
Leopard Print, Fringed
Ends Acrylic 6’ x 24”
$17.05

Rhinestone Ribbed Tank
Black with Snow Leopard
S, M, L, XL $22.26
Leopard Print
and Cream
Ruffle Scarf
Chiffon 6’ x 16”
$17.05
Black Tiger
“Caged &
Beaten
for your
Entertainment
$53.15

Statement Shoulder Bag
by Calico Dragon

Before leaving,
he took time out to tape a testimonial for us in both English and Portuguese and kindly
offered to build awareness of Big Cat Rescue in Brazil by tweeting and Facebook.
Luigi, we hope the passage of our federal bill will let the US catch up to your country
in the way we prevent abuse of big cats!

Panthera Tigris Women’s V-neck
Loose Feminine Cut Tee, Charcoal
S, M, L, XL $24.40
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Big Cat Rescue in Spain
Big Cat Rescue has been recruited to
offer our expertise and guidance in the
development of a rescue center in Spain that
will be broadening their focus from primates
to now include big cats.
AAP Primadomus is located on more than
400 acres in Villena and currently houses a
variety of primates that have been rescued
from private ownership, circuses, and
laboratories. They are now expanding their focus to also
rescue countless lions
and tigers that are
in need across their
country.
In an effort to prepare
for this project nearly
a dozen experts were
invited to a symposium that focused on sharing information
regarding the proper care of big cats in captivity,
emergency protocol development, and enclosure design.
Big Cat Rescue President Jamie Veronica and volunteer
veterinarian Justin Boorstein traveled to Spain and joined
experts from Italy,
South
Africa,
France, Austria,
the Netherlands
and all across the
United Kingdom.

provide as much
information
as
possible to the
members
of
not
only
AAP
Primadomus, but
its origin center
Stitching
AAP.
Stitching AAP is a
rescue center for
apes,
monkeys
and small exotic
animals in the Netherlands that was founded more than
35 years ago.
The symposium was a huge success. Big Cat Rescue
will continue to work with AAP remotely throughout the
development process. We are so pleased to provide
assistance to organizations that are saving big cats across
the globe!
Photos clockwise from above: Group photo of the attendees of
the symposium, chimpanzee enclosure at Primadomus, Architect
Vasili Popov showing the grounds on which the big cat enclosures
will be constructed, Vasili and Stitching AAP’s David van Gennep
drawing the groups’ preliminary design on a dry erase board.

Over the course
of three days
the team worked
tirelessly
to

50 Years or Less until
the extinction of
the Iberian Lynx
The Iberian lynx is the world’s most
endangered cat. Two small and isolated
populations and about 300 individuals
are all that remain in Southern Spain.
According to a new study in the journal
Nature Climate Change, the Iberian lynx
may go extinct in 50 years as a result of
climate change.
During the twentieth century, populations
sank to a catastrophic low because of
dramatic reductions in the cat’s main food
source — the European rabbit. The rabbit
makes up more than 80% of the Iberian
lynx diet, according to the study, but a mix
of disease and over-hunting has made the
rabbit scarce.
Climate change will put the final nail in
the coffin, says lead author Miguel Araújo
and colleagues. Researchers contend that

current recovery plans — captive breeding
programs that facilitate the reintroduction
of the Iberian lynx into the wild — are
not effective because they don’t account
for the impact of climate change, which

Campfire Mug
White or Almond
15.oz
$13.70

Tigers Photo Wrap 15 oz Mug $15.84

Big Cats Photo Wrap 15 oz Mug $15.84

will make Southern Spain and Portugal
unsuitable habitats for the lynx by midcentury. The outcome is not likely to
change even if strong efforts are made to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions within
this century, the report finds.
“Survival of the species in the long
term may require higher latitude and
higher altitude regions on the Iberian
Peninsula,” according to a statement from
the University of Adelaide’s Environment
Institute.

Bobcats Photo Wrap 15 oz Mug $15.84

The Iberian lynx can be saved, but it will
require “a carefully planned reintroduction
programme, accounting for the effects of
climate change, prey
abundance and habitat
connectivity,”
the
authors write.
Dina Spector Jul. 22,
2013, CSIC Andalusia
Audiovisual Bank/ Héctor
Garrido

Little Cats Photo Wrap 15 oz Mug $15.84
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BIG CAT RESCUE SUPPORTERS

Donations received
April 1st - June 30th

$500 J. Monte Jones
$500 Patrick Mims-Crooks
$500 Amanda J. Rubin
$25,000 Reitzel Foundation
$500 Paul Schulman
$8,000 Charles Rutenberg
$500 Peter W. Schultz
Realty Inc.
$500 Peggy & Murat Shekem
$7,000 Pollio Family
$500 Leslie J. Valenza
Foundation
$500 Patricia Webber
$5,000 MRI Associates
$500 Ashley Wolfe
of St. Pete, Inc.
$500 Marilou Wright
$3,000 SB3 Foundation
$500 Foundation
$2,500 Publix Super Markets
for Initiatives Fund
Charities
recommended by
$2,000 Denise E. Etris
William Kalton
$2,000 Diana Rao
$448 Linda Van Valkenburg
$1,850 Cecelia Curtis
$400 Dawn Howell
$1,790 Michael Matjeschk
$400 Robert McKissick
$1,790 Suzanne Spantidos
$365 Francis
$1,500 Robbin Bach
& Dolly E. Wolfe
$1,500 Ken Goodrich
$350 Kirk & Aileen Davis
$1,500 Sole Riley Marittimi
$347 Marjorie Baker$1,500 Enterprise Holdings
Waizenhofer
Foundation
$325 April Montgomery
$1,478 Whiskey Joe’s Bar
$300 Cindy Evans
& Grill
$300 Diane Freeman
$1,200 Jessica L. Kirkpatrick
$300 Lillian Kade
$1,075 Shari Sawyer
$300 Albert Kelush
$1,060 Painting with a Twist
$300 Nicki & Paul Lyford
$1,000 Rober Butler
$300 Margarida D. Marton
$1,000 Joseph
$300 Daniel Pursel
& Pamela Collado
& Lisa Minich
$1,000 Betsy Coville
$300 Brian & Ann
$1,000 Rudolf C. Dankowitz
Montgomery
$1,000 Janet & Brian Fox
$300 David Nugent
$1,000 Susan
$300 Mary & John Ryan
& Farhan Siddiqi
$300 Carl & Betty Schino
$1,000 Beckie Tomlyn-Litten
$300 Shirley Stanford
$1,000 Cheryl Wallace
$300 Eugenia Van Bremen
$1,000 Whitney Warrington
$300 Lloyd Wilkiel
$1,000 Elizabeth D. Watts
$300 dave zunac
$1,000 Mary Yang
$275 Tedford Rose
$1,000 Paul Young
$274 Allison Cashman
$1,000 Dalton Agency
$250 Matthew Borland
$1,000 Kaleidoscope Services $250 David & Jackie Gerald
$1,000 Lynn Russell Advised
$250 Michael
Fund at Aspen
& Julianne Green
Community Foundation
$250 Judi Pate-Rodriguez
$1,000 PS 234
$250 Robert Vaughan
Independance School
$250 CastleGarde
$1,000 TomCat
$249 BB&T
$948 Vanessa F. Thomas
Association Services
$900 Suzanne & Alan Lucas
$240 Donna Reisinger
$895 Sharon M..Panasuk
$224 Michael W. Doty
$774 Inez Miller
$224 Dennis Dougherty
$750 Keith Salvata
$224 Ellen Frizalone
$750 Janet Wetter
$224 Linda
$700 Stefanie Kraus
& William Gewiss
$660 Acupet Veterinary Care
$224 Janne Kettunen
$650 Pamela Olson Koonts
$224 Dorothy Lewis
& Benjamin Koonts
$224 Matthew J. Miller
$630 Painting with a Twist
$224 Benita Ross
$607 Melinda A. Faulkner
$224 Denise Watkins
$600 Steven Carter
$220 John Salem
Linda McAbee
$200 Deborah Barton
$550 Susan Erwin
$200 Kali Bergeron
$526 Sherri Voight
$200 Bette & Bruce Berman
$501 Jose A. Guizar Diaz
$200 Gail Beyer
$500 William & Donna Brown
$200 Arlene Braga
$500 Liza M. Carlin
$200 Gaston Moran Celayes
$500 Caleb Carr
& Andrea Bretal
$500 S B. Downey-Turpin
$200 Sandra
$500 David
& Joseph Buckley
& Vicki Giordano Gill
$200 Jennifer Caswell
$500 John D. Hale
$200 Katharine Dixon
$500 Marie
$200 Angelique Fahy
& Charles Hayward
$200 Theresa M. Flynn
$500 Carolyn Inman
$200 John & Katie Genter

$200 Bart Gillespie
$200 Catherine Hamel
$200 Michael R. Heintze
$200 Kathryn Ives
$200 Shannon Johnson
$200 Kilmeny M. Jones
$200 Christi Kroskie
$200 Dan “Tiger Claw”
Lafever
$200 Carole Lee
$200 Jane B. Macey
$200 Jennifer Marler
$200 June Mayeda
$200 Jim Meeks
$200 Larry S. Moore
$200 Shannan
& David Muench
$200 April L. Mulqueen
$200 Debra Nitkin
$200 Jwan Petitjean
$200 Melinda Phillips
$200 Melissa & Ray Ramsey
$200 Ellen Ratcliffe
$200 Eric Rawley
$200 Penny A. Rexrode
$200 Jeanne Ridolfi
$200 Carson Fifer
& Sarah Savage
$200 Starla Trivilino
$200 Lisa Vitrella
$200 Lynne Waite
$200 Cindy Williams
$200 Mari Wright
$200 Jean Zegadlo
$200 Joan Woolard
Charitable 05/13
Foundation Inc
$195 Hollace
& Gordon Hannaway
$189 Catherine Traversone
$175 Jeanne Tedesco
$170 Roberta
& Jeffrey Newton
$155 Gail Spitzer
$150 Brigitte & Jeff Ajluni
$150 Marvin & Ellen Barnes
$150 Maria Champlin
$150 Edward
& Carol Collins
$150 Brandy L. Cumming
$150 Janice Devine
$150 Patricia Dutton
$150 Anne & George Gundel
$150 Larry Han
$150 Steven
& Anne Harrison
$150 Marion Hellthaler
$150 Gary Henderson
$150 Bonita Hoefler
$150 Erik Jungk
$150 Brenda R. Lang
$150 Roy & Libby Lauer
$150 Peter F. Molloy
$150 Sheila & Brent Morgan
$150 Michael Neblock
$150 Stephen
& Elizabeth Normandin
$150 Mikhail V. Novgorodov
$150 Anna Price
$150 Emily Ann Stairs
$150 Jessica Stull
$150 Wendy & Dale A. Todd
$150 Barbara White
$150 Lisa Williams
$150 Victor Yannotta
$145 Amanda McCallister
$141 Meridian School

$132 Katharine B. Drake
$125 Charles
& Rae Ellen James
$125 Susan Prince
$120 Creative Horizon Inc.
$118 Squidoo LLC
$118 Steven
& Lindsay Farley
$115 Tonya Tehranie
$111 Nancy Thompson
$108 Melissa E. Black
$108 Marsha Woerner
$107 Sara Amundson
$107 Martin Blacker
$107 Gail Bolt
$107 Catherine Chianese
$107 Matt E. Cook
$107 Lori Dencsak
$107 Anne E. Dudfield
$107 Erin Endom
$107 Janice Fischer
$107 Harriette Frank
$107 Kathleen Gucewa
$107 Clifford C. Hayman
$107 Valiene Heckart
$107 Charlotte J. Hepler
$107 Johnnetta Jackson
$107 Julius Keblinskas
$107 Daryl J. Lamkey
$107 Laura Lidral
$107 Susan Martin
$107 Michele Marziano
$107 Ricardo B. Morales
$107 Cindy O’Brien
$107 Marcia Pogodzinski
$107 Chrys A. Remmers
$107 Sharon Sauro
$107 Annaliesa S. Scherer
$107 Julie L. Sokolowski
$107 Melanie Sonnenborn
$107 Deborah Spade
$107 Courtney
& Daniel Waterbury
$107 Margaret J. Welke
$107 Matthew Williams
$107 Evelyne Williams
$106 Jerome
& Susan Burch
$106 Kiersten Vann-Lang
$106 Christopher Zyrski
$105 Kerry & Don Gilbert
$105 Pattie Quinn-Bennett
$100 Gloria Aerni
$100 Christina Alvarez
$100 Jeannette Andersen
$100 Kim & Jack Arouca
$100 Nancy Artz
$100 Frieda J. Bachowski
$100 Amy Bailey
$100 Tod
& Jeanne Balzuweit
$100 Robert Barton
$100 Doug Barton
$100 Nancy Baxter
$100 Lefkothea Beletsi
$100 John & Leslie Belfanti
$100 Billie Beltram
$100 Stephanie Birchall
$100 John
& Diane Blackmon
$100 Cori & Rob Bluma
$100 Charlene Boden
$100 JoAnn Bogner
$100 Elizabeth Bohn
$100 Darlene R. Bois
$100 Dr. Deb Bowdoin
$100 Sylvia Bowman
$100 Fred Brisard
$100 Sean Britt
$100 Robert Brown

$100 Dana Bruce
$100 Jon Hull
$100 Heather Bruno
$100 Laura A. Ikens
$100 Carole Bruski
$100 Fred Jacob
$100 Rita & Blaine Bryan
$100 Tyler James
$100 Patricia Cabot
$100 Victoria
$100 Rita Carlson
& Richard Jewett
$100 Jan Carpenter
$100 Kimberly Jones
$100 Marie & James Chase
$100 Frank Julian
$100 Jayanta Chaudhuri
$100 John Kappler
$100 Gwen
$100 John Kay
& Michael Clemens
$100 Carolyn Kiss
$100 Kathleen Cole
$100 Lesha Lanier
$100 Judy Collins
$100 Joanne Lembke
$100 Aaron
$100 Casey Lewis
& Mary Wells Cooke
$100 Lynda Licht
$100 Franki Coons
$100 Lynn Love
$100 Catherine S. Cox
$100 Dawn Lyons
$100 Kenneth Dagdigian
$100 Francine, Kevin,
$100 Joyce Dascola
Michael,& Kristen
$100 Harrison R. Davis
Mandeville
$100 Linda S. Denevan
$100 Al & Jhane Marello
$100 Terri Dixon
$100 Jeffrey Mather
$100 Jose & Mindy Dorta
$100 Kim McCall
$100 Julie Driver
$100 Angel McDowell
$100 Janene Edgar
$100 Patrick Mchugh
$100 Barbara
$100 Lisa Metheney
& Mark Elliott
$100 Martha Morandi
$100 Kathryn Erickson
$100 Mirzet Mujakic
$100 Elizabeth Erikson
$100 Ouida Munck
$100 John Fanelli
$100 Donna Murray
$100 Beverly Anne Ford
$100 Sally Nahas
$100 Ken Friske
$100 Dana Olsen
$100 Christine D. Gearhart
$100 Charlie Parsons
$100 Nancy Geffner
$100 Teresa Patterson
$100 Neal Gillespie
$100 Carolyn Pelosi
$100 Nadine Gomes
$100 Elaine Peterson
$100 Alexander
$100 Tyler Phillips
& Danielle Gorbach
$100 Kelley Price
$100 Joan Griffin
$100 Marsha Quarles
$100 Richard Grunewald $100 Charlotte A. Raciboski
$100 Theodore Gutmann
$100 Paul Reavis
$100 Brenda Harless
$100 Nicole & Nathan Reep
$100 Susan Hatch
$100 Ross & Julie Reitzel
$100 Jennifer Hayes
$100 Kathleen Roach
$100 Sherri Healey
$100 Dawn Renee Rodda
$100 Meghan
$100 Helena
& Debra Heatherly
& Andre Rodriguez
$100 Mark
$100 Chris Romer
& Sharon Hechter
$100 Cynthia Rosas
$100 Sharon Henry
$100 Rosemary Sachs
$100 Rita Herron
$100 Gina Sanfilippo
$100 M. Diane Hodson
$100 Gabriel Santana
$100 Suzanne Holeman
$100 Susan Sarver
$100 Richard Holloway
$100 Barbara Scheer
$100 John & Susan Holt
$100 Diane Scheidle
$100 Ann-Marie
$100 Laura Scott
Howdeshell
$100 Betsie Scott
$100 Aaron Howland
$100 Stephen Serota
$100 Jennifer Huebner
$100 Donna Sharp

$100 Christine Sheen
$100 Sara Skelton
$100 Sonya Smith
$100 Timothy Snider
$100 Thomas Staiger
$100 Brenda Joyce Stephens
$100 Mary Stephens
$100 Jonah Stich
$100 Richard
& Lee Ann Stiles
$100 S Lance Still
$100 Jordan Stone
$100 A. Kevin
& Dawn Stoppello
$100 Michael Tauber
$100 Tanya Tetu
$100 Pamela Thistlethwaite
$100 Paula Thompson
$100 Charles & Alli Trippy
$100 Leslie Valenza
$100 Ben & Colleen Van Lear
$100 Cathy Zinda
& Janet Van Pelt
$100 Betty J. Van Wicklen
$100 Kyle Viscomi
$100 Linda Volkening
$100 Elaine Walsh
$100 Donald Wason
$100 Joyce Wasula
$100 Marilyn Weaver
$100 John & Keli Wells
$100 Tyler Wesslund
$100 Tiffany Wimmer
& Tim Wilson
$100 Patricia
& Lon Wojtowicz
$100 Carol & Lou Wurmnest
$100 Vennie Yancy
$100 Long Yu
$100 Ballen & Company, Inc.
$100 Carrollwood
Service League
$100 ETA RHO #5522
$100 Love’s Artifacts
Bar & Grill LLC
$100 Supercat Sweden AB
Thank you for your support!

If your donation came toward the
end of the quarter, it may not have
been entered into our database in
time for this newsletter and will
appear in the next. Donation
data entry is manual and subject
to occasional errors, so if your
donation should appear and
does not, please email Chelsea.
Feeny@BigCatRescue.org so we
can investigate and correct our
records if there is an omission.
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Big Cat Rescuers go on “Shore Leave”
Thanks to the ROARING generosity of The Royal Manticoran Navy, the Official
Honor Harrington Fan Association, representatives from Big Cat Rescue recently
tabled and spoke as part of the 35th Annual Shore Leave Science Fiction Convention
in Hunt Valley, Maryland.
BCR Photo Bumper Stickers
Choose Leopard or Lion $4.21
Oval BCR Sticker $4.21

BCR Photo Collage License Plate Frame features 18
resident big and little cats of Big Cat Rescue. Standard
size and four holes make easy installation. $15.84

Panoramic Magnet Tigers and Cougars $5.21 ea.

volunteers
awarded for
outstanding
dedication
Congratulations
to
the
following Big Cat Rescuers
who have been recognized
this year for their outstanding
commitment to the mission
of Big Cat Rescue. In honor
of this commitment they
were each presented with
an award called the S.A.V.E.
and allotted $500 to spend on
their favorite feline friends.
S.A.V.E stands for Scratch’s
Award
for
Volunteer
Excellence. Named for an
outstanding cougar named
Scratch, whose lifespan
reached 30 years, the SAVE
June - Rich Bluder

The Royal Manticoran Navy is comprised of an international group of incredibly
talented and passionate animal advocates who have generously supported Big
Cat Rescue’s fiscal and advocacy initiatives for a number of years, including
approximately $3000 raised during Shore Leave 2013.
The group celebrates the literary works of David Weber and the universe he created
in his Honor Harrington series of books, which boasts over 3 million copies in print.
Mr. Weber has had more than 13 of his titles appear on the New York Times Best
Seller List.
Shore Leave 2013
included such notable
celebrities as William
Shatner (James Kirk,
Star Trek), Brent
Spiner (Cmdr. Data,
Star
Trek,
Next
Generation), Amanda
Tapping (Sanctuary’s
Dr. Helen Magnus; Stargate G1/Atlantis’s Col Samantha Carter) and Saul Rubinek,
Eddie McClintock and Neil Grayston (Warehouse 13).

Award
recognizes
one
outstanding volunteer or
intern each month.
We are happy to celebrate;
Senior Keeper Rich Bluder
for always having a positive
attitude, helping out with
all things mechanical, and
for his 9 years of volunteer
service, Senior Keeper Rosie
Emdey for always lending a
helping to hand to wildlife in
need and for her 12 years
of volunteer service, and
Dennis Mitchell for creating a
magical presentation called
All About Cats, for sharing
with Big Cat Rescuers,
summer campers, and the
community, and for his 12
years of volunteer service.

July - Rosie Emdey

Drag Queen Bingo
TO Benefit
Big Cat Rescue

August - Dennis Mitchell

33% MATCH ON YOUR
DONATIONS TO ENDOWMENT
Our Endowment Fund at the Community Foundation of
Tampa Bay is designed to insure that we can meet our
commitment to care for the cats we take in to the end
of their lives. Currently the Community Foundation
has a wonderful program where we set a fund raising
goal that we have to meet over three years, and when
we get to 75% of the goal, their Matching Fund puts
the remaining 25% of the goal into our Endowment
account. This translates into a 33% additional matching
funds for each dollar you donate to the Endowment.
So, a donation of $100 from a supporter earns us an
ADDITIONAL $33.33 from the Matching Fund!
This is a great way to leverage your donation and have
even more impact for the cats. To donate by check to
our Endowment and earn the match please make the
check out to Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
but still send it to us at 12802 Easy Street, Tampa, FL
33625. You can put Big Cat Rescue in the memo section
for record keeping, but that is not necessary. You will
receive a receipt for the tax deductible donation from
the Community Foundation, which is a 501c3 non profit
like Big Cat Rescue.
To donate online (minimum $50), please go to

www.BigCatFund.com

If you have any questions about the Endowment Fund,
please email

Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org

www.BigCatRescue.org/volunteer

Thanks for helping make sure the cats can receive
the best possible care for their entire lives!

Hamburger Mary’s is known for their great
food, fun atmosphere and drag queen
charity bingo. One of our supporters,
Kimberly Ressler, made arrangements
for Big Cat Rescue to be the beneficiary
of a bingo night on July 1. All we had
to do was bring prizes for the 10 bingo
winners and fill the room with big cat
lovers. That was easy.
The hard part was turning away guests
when the room filled to capacity. When
the staff at Hamburger Mary’s saw how
many people showed up to support the
cats
they
asked if we
wanted two
more slots
they still had
available in
2013. We
were happy
to get them.
That
first
night
we
raised
a
little
over
$1.900 for the cats. The second night,
July 30th we raised a little over $2,100
in just two hours! Our next bingo night
will be at:

Hamburger Mary’s
1600 E. 7th Av Ybor City
Nov 25, 2013 7:30 PM
Don’t get turned away!
RSVP at 813 241-MARY
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The Big Cat Times ORDER FORM Fall 2013
ORDER DATE:
Description				

Qty.

Size

Price Each

Total

BCR Logo
Travel Mug 18.oz
$15.84

Day Tour
Tour Times: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 3 PM (Closed Thur.)
Sat & Sun 10 AM & 1 PM
Guided tour of the sanctuary. Learn about the big
cats and the threats they face both in the wild as
well as in captivity. Hear their personal stories of
how they were rescued. Tour is 1.5 hrs. No children
under 10 years of age. Reservations are not
required. Admission: 10% discount to all Military,
Law Enforcement and Fire Fighters as well as USF
faculty and students. Appropriate ID required.
Discount on Day Tour only, not available through
Zerve Reservations.

Billing Address
_______________________________

Name

_______________________________

Address

_______________________________

St

Zip

_______________________________

Day Time Phone

_______________________________ DONATION
TOWARDSdonation
THE VACATION
ROTATION
20th Anniversary
matched
100%ENCLOSURE
by Reitzel Foundation

Evening Phone

SPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK *
_______________________________ SPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK *

Email

SPONSOR PERIMETER WALL*

Recipient Address (if different than Billing)

4x8

$100.00

8x8

$200.00

1 Foot

$100.00

$

* NOTE: Fill out blue shaded box at bottom of form

________________________________

Name

I want to join the automatic giving program, charge my card each month $

________________________________

Address

Yes, I would priority shipping for an additional charge of $3.00 $
Yes, I would like a receipt for tax purposes

________________________________

City		

St

Day Time Phone

Check

Money Order

Visa

MasterCard

________________________________

Credit Card Number

________________________________

Exp. Date MMYY

Evening Phone
Email

Grand Total $

Method of Payment

Zip

________________________________

Tickets available online at:
http://www.zerve.com/bigcatrescue
or by calling: (800) 979-3370
Kids Tour
Tour Times: Saturday & Sunday 9 AM
Children of all ages and their parents can learn about
the big cats on this guided tour of the sanctuary.
This tour is given on a child’s educational level.
Reservations not required. Tour is 1 hr. Children
must be accompanied by an adult.

BCR Logo Tumbler
16.oz $17.05

City		

TOUR TIMES & PROGRAMS

American Express

Discover

CCV # ____________

Signature_____________________________

This is a gift, please make card TO: _________________________ FROM: __________________________
Brief message to say: ______________________________________________________________________
Automatic Giving Program - join the sustaining donor society
Big Cat Rescue makes it easy and convenient to donate monthly with no worry. You can do this either by
credit card or by direct debit to a checking account for as little as $5/month. For credit card donations, just
fill in the highlighted line on the order form above and provide your credit card information. For checking
account direct debit email finance@bigcatrescue.org, or leave a message for Howard at 813-920-4130.
This is a G-R-R-eat way to spread out your donations and provide steady support that is so meaningful for
the cats.
Big Cat Rescue is a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization, FEID 59-3330495. Our Florida registration number is CH11409. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-HELP-FLA TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE
STATE. Big Cat Rescue does not utilize the services of professional solicitors so 100% of all contributions go directly
to Big Cat Rescue Corp.

Special Comment, Request, or Question:

____________________________________________
____________________________________________

feeding tour
Tour Times: Wed, Fri, Sat 5:30 PM
(Reservations Required)
Follow a keeper as they feed the big cats. Observe
the big cats eating and learn about the their
nutritional needs in captivity. Tour is 1 hr. No
children under 10 years of age.
For reservations (800) 979-3370
Big Cat Keeper Tour
Tour Times: Sat & Sun 2 PM
(Reservations Required)
This tour takes you behind the scenes. Enjoy
making enrichment (treats and food puzzles) for
the big cats and watch as the keepers hand out
the enrichment you made. You will also observe
operant training sessions with the big cats. Tour is
2 hrs. No children under 10 years of age.
For reservations (800) 979-3370
Wild Eyes At Night Tour
Tour Times: Last Friday of the month
(Reservations Required)
Night Tours are the best way to see the animals
come alive! As you journey through the sanctuary
you will be stalked and pounced at from the
shadows! No worries though, all the animals will
be safely in their enclosures. This is an adventure
that’s sure to please! Tour is 1.5 hrs. No children
under 10 years of age.
For reservations (800) 979-3370

* Personalizations (How you want your name to appear):

Also offered - Weddings,
Parties,
EDUCATIONAL OUTREACHES AND
FIELD TRIPS, Volunteer & INTERN
programs and Gift Certificates

___________________________________________

Prices and availability for all tours are subject to change.
Visit us online for the most current tour information.

____________________________________________
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KANSAS CAT RESCUE UPDATE
In our last issue we shared with you the story of 6 cats that we rescued from a back yard in Kansas. The local sheriff’s
department had confiscated them from their drug addicted owner. In May, Canada lynx Gilligan & Skipper, bobcats Mary
Ann, Mr. Howell, and Lovey, and a serval named Ginger were brought to their new home at Big Cat Rescue. Here are
some photos of them living the good life thanks to the generous support of individuals like you!
Ginger the serval is loving
every minute of her new
life at Big Cat Rescue.
This very lucky serval went
from a horrible cramped
and dirty cage to a beautiful
and spacious paradise
(with plenty of frogs and
lizards to chase!).

Gilligan enjoys his roomy
digs and fesh grass. Never
again will he live in filfth.

Gilligan’s cage in Kansas

Ginger’s cage in Kansas

Ginger pounces after a frog

Mr. Howell before and after

When Mr. Howell first arrived he was
missing most of his fur. He looked
so strange that it was first believed
that he may have been some sort of
hybrid. However now that his fur has
all grown back in it is quite clear that
he is just one beautiful bobcat. Lovey
was very shy and hid in her den for
several weeks after her arrival. She
has since settled in and after being
spayed was reunited with Mr. Howell.

Lovey loves her new home

One of the saddest things we have ever seen on a
rescue was a large pit filled with trash, brush, and
dead animals including a serval and leopard. This
disgraceful dump site was located just a few feet
from the cages of the remaining living cats. This
heart breaking image will be forever etched in the
minds of Big Cat Rescuers.

Get a close look into our
day to day operations, the
conservation efforts we
support, and the 100+ feline
residents of Big Cat Rescue

Shortly after the rescue of the Kansas cats,
Undersheriff Joe Butner and his family made sure
the exotic cats who had been tossed on the trash
heap by their former owner got a proper burial and
memorial. This thoughtful gesture to give those
animals the dignity they were robbed of will be
forever remembered.
Big Cat BeachTowel - Embroidered BCR Logo - Leopard, Lions, or Tiger Family $19.05

Big Cat Rescue Logo
Frisbee Green or Yellow
$5.21

Eco Bag with BCR Recycle
Logo on Front
13” W x 10” D x 15” H
$13.70
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MASS BIOPSY FOR
BELLA THE TIGER

Big Cat Sponsorship Levels and Benefits
All kits include the following appreciation gifts: 4-page color fact sheet about
the species, Big Cat Rescue logo window decal, Registration Card to select the
cat of your choice. 8x10 color photo of the cat you choose to sponsor with the
cat name and your name as sponsor printed on it. The sponsor levels below
include these additional benefits and donor recognition:

Bella is a 17 year old female tiger who was
rescued along with TJ from a breeding facility
that was shut down by the USDA in 2006.
Bella is quite friendly and happily pounces
over and chuffs at her keepers before flopping
down and rolling the grass. While Bella
was happily rolling on her back her keepers
noticed a mass on her abdomen about the size
of a tennis ball. So volunteer veterinarians
Dr. Wynn and Dr. Boorstein sedated and

$25 BIG CAT BUDDY –
KIDS SPONSORSHIP
Coloring pages featuring
wild cats and 1 Kids Tour
Pass.

examined Bella with
the assistance of
Big Cat Rescuers.
While under sedation
Bella received a full
physical examination.
Her body condition
was good for a tiger
her age weighing in
at approximately 230 lbs. Her blood was drawn
and a biopsy of the mass was collected. Both were
sent to the lab for further testing. Sadly the biopsy
results came back as mammary cancer which has
begun to invade her blood vessels and her blood
work indicated early kidney disease. For now Bella
is receiving supportive care and is scheduled to be
one of the next lucky tigers to enjoy the Vacation
Rotation Enclosure.

Leopards in a Barrel
What? You never played that game when you
were a kid? Ok, so maybe it was monkeys...
Anyhow, Sabre the leopard received a very
unique enrichment item this past week thanks
to a special request from our summer interns.
Many of our cats love to play with cardboard
tubes scented with spices or other aromas. We
use toilet paper and paper towel tubes, but recently received a large donation of some extra
large cardboard tubes. These tubes were big enough for a leopard to get inside of and that
is exactly what Sabre the leopard did.
He spent much of his time lounging inside his massive tube. However sadly with the
daily rain showers at the sanctuary these cardboard tubes do not last very long before they
become mushy and must be removed. Sabre was so sad when his tube was taken away.
That is when the interns thought how nice it would be for him to have a permanent tube
made of a more durable material.
And so Big Cat Rescuers took
a large plastic barrel and cut the
ends off making a lasting tube
that Sabre could have forever.
Sabre was especially grateful
and immediately rubbed on
and rolled the tube back and
forth before finally plopping
down inside. A huge roar of
thanks to our thoughtful and
creative interns!

$25 BIG CAT
SUPPORTER
10% off purchases at the
Trading Post gift shop.
$50 BIG CAT FRIEND
10% off purchases at the
Trading Post gift shop and
1 Day Tour Pass.
$100 BIG CAT
PROTECTOR
10% off purchases at the Trading Post gift shop, 2 Day Tour Passes, 30 big cat
mailing labels, Donor name and gift amount listed in the Big Cat Times and on
website.
$250 BIG CAT CONSERVATOR
10% off purchases at the Trading Post gift shop, 4 Day Tour Passes, 60 big cat
mailing labels, Donor name and gift amount listed in the Big Cat Times and on
website.
$500 BIG CAT WARRIOR
Conservator Benefits above plus: 4”x4” Ceramic plaque with big cat photo and
donor name displayed at the sanctuary, 6”x12” Engraved plaque on the tour
path with donor name displayed for one
year.
$1,000 BIG CAT HERO
Conservator Benefits above plus: 6”x6”
Ceramic plaque with big cat photo and
donor name displayed at the sanctuary,
9”x12” Engraved plaque on the tour path
with donor name displayed for one year,
and Private Tour for up to 10 people.
$2,500 BIG CAT CHAMPION
Conservator Benefits above plus: 8”x8” Ceramic plaque with big cat photo and
donor name displayed at the sanctuary, 12”x12” color plaque on tour path with
cat photo and donor name displayed for one year, and Private Founder Tour for
up to 10 people.
$5,000 KING OF
BEASTS
Conservator Benefits
above plus: 12”x12”
Ceramic plaque with
big cat photo and
donor name displayed
at
the
sanctuary,
18”x24” Sign with big
cat photo and donor
name displayed on the
tour path for one year,
Private Founder Tour
for up to 10 people.

12 The Big Cat Times - FALL 2013 - INFO@BigCatRescue.org - 813.920.4130 - Follow us at http://twitter.com/BigCatRescue

