THE BIG CAT TIMES

Cat Chat is a LIVE, interactive
show with cat experts that
airs every Wednesday at
noon (EST). You can call in
to interact live with Big Cat
Rescue CEO Carole Baskin.
It is a fun and informal hour
of chatting about cats of all
kinds. It’s roaring fun!
CatChatShow.com

REISE THE COUGAR AND JOJO THE CARACAL/SERVAL HYBRID FIND A FUR-EVER HOME
Big Cat Rescue receives dozens of calls each year from individuals and law enforcement desperately searching for a facility to take in an
unwanted exotic cat. Private owners often discover that their once submissive cub becomes unmanageable once it reaches maturity. Then
the cat who once roamed the house is banished to the backyard to live out the next 20 years in some make shift cage. Law enforcement
and regulating agencies face a different challenge when they come across exotic animals being kept in abhorrent conditions. While the
owners are often in violation of the law, these authorities are reluctant to confiscate the animal unless a suitable rescue organization is
already lined up to take in the animal in question.
Sadly, requests for rescuing exotic animals does not just come from the aforementioned
sources. Sometimes the call for help comes from a rescue organization itself. These are the
hardest pleas to deal with because there are so many animals that are in need of placement
and so few facilities with room to spare. Even worse, animals who were rescued from all
sorts of horrible situations now face an unknown future. If no reputable facility can take
them in, they may wind up back in the hands of private owners or languishing in road side
attractions.

Photos by Jamie Veronica unless noted.

Rescue organizations occasionally find themselves in situations that they did not plan for
including loss of funding or loss of the founder. Big Cat Rescue has contingency plans

BCR GIFT ITEMS Proceeds from the sale of
Big Cat Rescue gift items in this issue help take care of the

big cats. Order on page 10 or visit BigCatRescue.biz to
see hundreds of our gift items!. Use coupon
code: BCTWINTR13 in our online gift shop
to receive 10% off your entire order! Offer
expires November 15, 2013. Tax, S & H
2014 Big Cat Rescue Calendar within the US have been included in prices
listed throughout this issue.
Order Today! $18.05

GO PAPERLESS

Save trees and the big cats money. Receive The Big Cat
Times via email sign up at: http://tinyurl.com/m2mgylg

Big Cat Rescue
12802 Easy Street
Tampa, FL 33625
:Change Service Requested

The Big Cat Times - WINTER 2013 - www.BigCatRescue.org - WATCH US AT BIGCATTV.COM 1

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
TAMPA, FLA.
PERMIT NO. 3084

in place to avoid both pitfalls. Financial
planning, staff succession planning, and
in depth documentation of everything,
including volunteer and staff training
program, animal care and safety

At SFWRC

At BCR

The animals were dispersed to several
organizations, Big Cat Rescue being
one of them. Two lucky felines, Reise
(pronounced Rye-zuh, meaning Journey
in German) an 18-year-old female cougar
and JoJo a 10-year-old male caracal/serval
hybrid were brought to their fur-ever home
here at the sanctuary.
Reise was born into the pet trade in 1995.
She was kept as a pet in New York in
squalid conditions, forced to survive on
a diet of cat food, and suffered from a
hack declaw job that afflicts her to this
day. Eventually she was confiscated by
authorities and sent to SFWRC where she
lived in a small concrete floored cage.
JoJo is a cross between a caracal and a
serval. Breeders hybridize exotic cats
because there are no regulations governing
them. This allows these breeders to make
a fortune selling exotic cat hybrids as pets
with little to no oversight. Hybrid cats
including bengals, savannahs, chaucies,
and toygers, among others, often suffer
from debilitating birth defects. JoJo
required thousands of dollars in surgeries
to repair his deformed bowels. He spent
most of his life at SFWRC living in a
60-square-foot chain link kennel with
concrete floors.

protocols, supplier contacts and scheduled
maintenance calendars, etc. all make a
smooth transition possible. Unfortunately
there are not many facilities out there
who have gone through this painstaking
process because they are stuck in the
“right here, right now” mind-set. This
was the case with South Florida Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center. The facility was
so dependant on the founder for survival
that when he was diagnosed
At SFWRC
with terminal brain cancer
SFWRC was forced to close
its doors after more than 20
years in service.

ONLY $50K LEFT TO OBTAIN $100K MATCHING FUNDS!
The purpose of the Big Cat Rescue Endowment Fund is to insure that we can
meet our commitment to care for the cats for their entire lives. The Community
Foundation of Tampa Bay manages our fund and has a wonderful matching
program. When donations under the current fundraising program total $300k,
the Community Foundation will match our donations by putting in an additional
$100k! So each donation to the fund earns an additional 33% in matching funds.
Thanks to many wonderful donors we are at this writing only $50k from the
$300k goal and hoping to reach the goal by year end. To donate online to the
Fund and earn an additional 33% on your donation visit

www.razoo.com/story/EndowmentMatch
To donate by check, simply send the check made out to Big Cat Rescue and
put “Endowment Fund” in the memo section. Minimum donation $50. If
oversubscribed, donations will be applied to other sanctuary needs.
One of our tigers, Flavio, at 24 is believed
to be the oldest tiger in the world. Our
cats live far longer than is typical. We
attribute this to our use of only the best
(but naturally most expensive) food, the
peaceful setting, our intense focus on
enrichment to keep the cats happy and
mentally and physically active, and on
the excellent medical
care provided by our
vets.
THANK YOU for helping us meet our commitment to these
magnificent animals and obtain this large matching grant!

big cat HOLIDAY ORNAMENTS

Founded in 1989, SFWRC
rehabilitated injured native
wildlife for return to the wild
as well as provided a permanent home
to unwanted exotic cats and other wild
animals.
In 2005 the facility suffered severe damage
to the property and perimeter fence. The
founder ended up in the hospital following
a heart attack he suffered while trying
to manage the clean up efforts himself.
Located just a few hours from Big Cat
Rescue, we offered a helping hand and
sent staff and volunteers to help with the
repairs as well as provide some much
needed supplies.
Several years passed and SFWRC
managed to stay afloat providing care
for their few dozen residents. All that
changed however when the founder
became very ill and was diagnosed with
terminal brain cancer. Knowing he could
no longer provide for his animals, he
agreed to permit his volunteers to seek out
new homes for them.

At BCR
Both Reise and JoJo are now living the
good life at Big Cat Rescue. This is most
likely the first time either of them has
felt the soft earth beneath their paws or
had bushes to hide in or trees to lounge
beneath.
To help provide long term care for Reise
and Jojo all of the cats at Big Cat Rescue
consider making a donation by visiting
www.razoo.com/story/EndowmentMatch
Photos; Reise behind the bars of her former
home, Reise lounging in the ferns, JoJo’s former
run down cage, JoJo at SFWRC, JoJo enjoying
enrichment at Big Cat Rescue

Snow Leopard Ornament handmade in Mongolia from sheep wool. Colors vary. $10.56
Acrylic Snow Flake Ornament Choose Sand Cat, Tiger w/ Santa Hat,
Lion, Ocelot, Bobcat, Leopard, White Tiger, or Cougar $6.75
Painted Metal Die-Cut Big Cat Collage Ornament $10.56
BrushArt Cat Ornament made from natural materials.
Choose Calico, Siamese, B&W, Lion, Marmalade, or Tiger $10.56

ORDER ON PAGE 10 or online at bigcatrescue.biz
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21 YEAR OLD BOBCAT
RECOVERS FROM A STROKE

Sedation is avoided when possible
because it always carries with it risks
and adverse side effects.
Eight months later Precious’ claws
were becoming overgrown again and
she also appeared to be having some
mobility issues with her elbows.

Precious is a 21 year old bobcat who
was rescued from an exotic animal
auction when she was just 6 months
old. She suffers from arthritis which
is most likely the reason that she no
longer scratches her trees and logs to
shed her claw sheaths keeping them
trim. Because she does not do this
her claws become overgrown and left
unattended can begin to curl under
and grow into her paw pads.
In February of this year Keepers
noticed that her claws were becoming
overgrown and in an effort to avoid
sedation she was captured in a special
cage called a “squeeze cage”. This
cage is very useful in our veterinary
care program. The floor of the cage
is connected to two long handles that
protrude from the roof of the cage
allowing for the floor to be raised up
towards the roof and “squeezing” the
cat flat in
between so
it can not
struggle and
hurt
itself
when being
given
an
injection.
Precious
w
a
s
captured in
the squeeze
c a g e ,
squeezed to
the roof and
then Dr. Justin was able to access
her claws from under the floor. After
a few minutes all of her claws were
trimmed without having to sedate her.

In order to see what was going on with
her elbows and to do a more thorough
exam it was decided to take precious
to see Dr. Wynn.

Upon her initial exam Dr. Wynn
discovered two bad teeth that needed
to be removed. Xrays indicated that
she had pretty severe arthritis in her
elbows and shoulders and blood work
results showed that Precious had
advanced kidney disease as well as
high blood pressure.

Unfortunately Precious did not recover
well from the anesthesia and it appears
as though she may have suffered a
stroke leaving her blind and unable
to sit up or stand on her own. It was
heartbreaking for her Keepers to see
Precious in this vulnerable state as
she is normally a spitfire of a bobcat.
Precious was started on blood
pressure medication which will
hopefully allow her retinas to reattach
reversing her blindness. Only time will
tell if the blood clots she suffered from
will dissolve and reverse her mobility
issues. For now her Keepers have to
help her eat and drink and have to
physically move her to change out her
blankets in the hospital cage.

Precious has been improving daily.
She has gone from not being able
to move from her side, to being able
to partially sit up, and even roll over
onto her other side. As long as she
continues to improve we will give her
as much time as she needs to recover.
However if she ceases to improve
and she does not regain the ability to
move around again on her own her
quality of life will be evaluated and the
appropriate decision will be made.
HYPERTHYROIDISM IN BOBCATS

Precious had two lower rear molars
extracted and her claws were trimmed.
She was then set up to recover in our
on site Cat Hospital.

Levi is an 18 year old bobcat who came
to Big Cat Rescue in 1995 along with
10 other Bobcats who were destined
to be harvested for the fur industry.
Levi was neutered and now lives with
Tiger Lilly.

Several months ago Levi began to
lose weight despite having a healthy
appetite and being fed larger portions.
It is normal for the cats to lose body
condition as they age, but he seemed
to be doing so more rapidly than usual.
He was taken to Ehrlich Animal
Hospital to be seen by Big Cat Rescue
veterinarian Dr. Wynn. She performed
a basic exam, collected blood and
urine, and took xrays. Overall he
looked remarkably good for a cat of
his age.
The test results indicated that he had
an elevated thyroid level, some kidney
disease, and a urinary tract infection.
Hyperthyroidism is a common reason
for weigh loss in older cats. There are
medications that treat the condition,
however, they come with side effects
that affect the kidneys. Since Levi
had some kidney abnormalities
already, it would be a balancing act

to determine the most effective dose
of medication. He was started on a
course of antibiotics to treat his UTI
as well as medication to improve his
thyroid levels.
Two months later Levi has improved
immensely. He is eating well and has
gained 6 pounds! We are so happy
that he is doing better and thank Dr.
Wynn for the excellent veterinary care
she provides to not only Levi, but all of
the cats at Big Cat Rescue.
Photos; A young Precious in tree, Dr. Justin
trims claws, carrying Precious, tooth x-ray,
Dr. Wynn removing tooth, claw, Precious,
Levi, Levi gets weighed 26.4lbs., giving
Levi fluids during his follow up exam.
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Ways to support the Big Cats this holiday season
Big Cat Sponsorship

All kits include the following appreciation gifts: 4-page color fact sheet about the
species, Big Cat Rescue logo window decal, Registration Card to select the cat
of your choice. 8x10 color photo of the cat you choose to sponsor with the cat
name and your name as sponsor printed on it. The sponsor levels below include
these additional benefits and donor recognition:
$25 BIG CAT BUDDY – KIDS SPONSORSHIP
Coloring pages featuring
wild cats and 1 Kids Tour
Pass.

ACT NOW - TAX FREE GIVING
FROM IRA ENDS 12-31-2013
If you are 70 ½ or older with an IRA (not a
Roth), you normally pay taxes on funds you
take out of the IRA. A law that will expire at
the end of this year allows you to take funds
out to donate to 501c3 nonprofits WITHOUT
paying any income tax on it.
Some details: If you have not yet taken your
required distribution, the funds you donate
apply to satisfy it. You can do this with a total
amount up to $100,000. The funds must
come directly to the charity from the IRA, not
to you and then to the charity. It is called an
IRA Charitable Rollover.

$25 BIG CAT
SUPPORTER
10% off purchases at the
Trading Post gift shop.
$50 BIG CAT FRIEND
10% off purchases at the
Trading Post gift shop and
1 Day Tour Pass.
$100 BIG CAT
PROTECTOR
10% off purchases at the
Trading Post gift shop, 2
Day Tour Passes, 30 big cat
mailing labels, Donor name and gift amount listed in the Big Cat Times and on
website.

Please consult your financial advisor for
details, and of course the cats would love it
if you would consider them as you choose
where to donate.

AutoMATIC GIVING PLAN

$250 BIG CAT CONSERVATOR
10% off purchases at the Trading Post gift shop, 4 Day Tour Passes, 60 big cat
mailing labels, Donor name and gift amount listed in the Big Cat Times and on
website.

Spread your giving throughout the year and
provide steady support for the big cats by
enrolling in our Automatic Giving Plan.

$500 BIG CAT WARRIOR
Conservator Benefits above plus: 4”x4”
Ceramic plaque with big cat photo and
donor name displayed at the sanctuary,
6”x12” Engraved plaque on the tour path
with donor name displayed for one year.

A monthly amount of your choosing (minimum
$10) can be automatically debited from your
credit card, checking account, money market
account or Paypal account.

$1,000 BIG CAT HERO
Conservator Benefits above plus: 6”x6”
Ceramic plaque with big cat photo and
donor name displayed at the sanctuary,
9”x12” Engraved plaque on the tour path
with donor name displayed for one year,
and Private Tour for up to 10 people.

http://tinyurl.com/l8bp8no

DONATE A NEW OR USED
ITEM ON OUR WISHLIST
Do you want to provide Big Cat
Rescue with much needed supplies
instead of a cash donation? We have
tons of items that we need and use
every day listed on the Wish List page
of our website. Check it out at:

http://tinyurl.com/n42yjmh

To sign up visit our website at:

You can cancel at any time with no penalty.

$2,500 BIG CAT CHAMPION
Conservator Benefits above plus: 8”x8” Ceramic plaque with big cat photo and
donor name displayed at the sanctuary, 12”x12” color plaque on tour path with
cat photo and donor name displayed for one year, and Private Founder Tour for
up to 10 people.
$5,000
KING OF BEASTS
Conservator Benefits
above plus: 12”x12”
Ceramic plaque with
big cat photo and
donor name displayed
at
the
sanctuary,
18”x24” Sign with big
cat photo and donor
name displayed on the
tour path for one year,
Private Founder Tour
for up to 10 people.
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GIFT SHOP PURCHASES DIRECTLY BENEFIT THE BIG CATS

Big Cats Photo 15 oz Mug $15.84

Little Cats Photo 15 oz Mug $15.84

Collapsable Tiger
Purse Hook
Keep your purse off
the floor and hang
from table edge.
$29.75

7” Snow Leopard
$10.56
11” Snow Leopard
$15.91

Navy or Black
Logo Fleece Scarf
$28.75

Toy Veterinarian Kit includes:
Stethoscope, syringe, medicine
bottle, blood pressure pump, etc.
$10.56

Crazy Cat Lady Board Game $26.54

BCR Baseball Tee Gray & Black
S, M, L, XL $24.40 XXL $26.54

Engraved Wood BCR
Pocket Knife $11.70
Lighter $7.35

Crazy Cat Lady Toy 5.25”
comes with 6 Cats $11.63

Animal-opoly Themed Monopoly Game $28.54

Photo Collage Mouse Pad $15.84

BCR Tumbler 16.oz
$17.05
BCR Travel Mug 18.oz
$15.84

7 Exciting videos
to entertain your
cat! $8.35

Embroidered Cap with Gold
BCR Logo $22.40

Wild Neck Pillow
Choose Leopard or Tiger
$13.70

Fidel Cap Embroidered with
BCR & Running Cat
Black or Khaki $20.12

BCR Cameron Lion Tee
S, M, L, XL $24.40 XXL $26.54

BCR Supporter Bracelet
Black with White Logo &
Lettering $3.68

BCR Ribbon Magnet
Gold or Silver $8.35

BCR Photo Bumper Stickers
Choose Leopard or Lion
$4.21
Oval BCR Sticker $4.21

Rhinestone Fitted Tee in Black
Choose Tiger, Snow Leopard or Leopard
S, M, L, XL $24.40 XXL $26.54

BCR Photo Collage License Plate Frame features 18
resident big and little cats of Big Cat Rescue. Standard
size and four holes make easy installation. $15.84

Medium Socks Women 6-11 & Men 5-10
$9.49 ea. Choose White Lion w/BCR
Logo, Black Tiger w/BCR Logo,
Lion March, or Shorty Tiger

Zipper Hoodie with Tiger Art on Front
Black S, M, L, & XL $42.52 XXL $45.73

Longsleeve Tee with Tiger Stripes on Chest
& Sleeves & Big Cat Rescue on Back S, M,
L, & XL $29.75 XXL $31.89
Panoramic Magnet Tigers and Cougars $5.21 ea.

Panthera Tigris Women’s V-neck
Loose Feminine Cut Tee, Charcoal
S, M, L, XL $24.40

ORDER ON PAGE 10 OR PURCHASE ONLINE AT BIGCATRESCUE.BIZ
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CATCH A BOBCAT BY HIS TOE,
REHAB HIM AND LET HIM GO

Big Cat Rescuers were called by local animal control to a
very unusual scene in late September. We receive many
calls throughout the year with reports of bobcats that have
been hit by cars, orphaned bobcats found wandering,
or bobcats perceived as a nuisance. But nothing could
have prepared us for what we found that rainy September
morning.
A family had awoken to find a bobcat tangled in a fence
in their back yard! They called animal control who in turn
called Big Cat Rescue. BCR Founder Carole Baskin,
President Jamie Veronica, volunteer veterinarian Dr.
Justin, and videographer Chris
Poole arrived with bobcat
catching gear in hand; nets,
crates, blankets, and sedation
equipment.
The bobcat was completely
awake and alert. It appeared
as though he was snared in
the fencing by just one toe.
Because of his instinctual
reaction to flee at the sight
of his rescuers we could not
approach him to get a good
look at how he was entangled. The decision was made to
sedate the bobcat so that we could safely approach and
free him.
Dr. Justin approached the bobcat behind the cover of
nearby shrubs and blow darted the ferocious feline. With
adrenaline rushing through his veins, the bobcat was not
willing to go to sleep without a fight. Just when rescuers
thought he was down for the count he would once again lift
his head and glare at those who were trying to help him.
After a long
while he was
darted again.
This time the
sedation took
hold, although
not completely.
He was still
awake
and
blinking,
but
unable to move.

Now we could get up close and inspect how he was
entangled. It appeared as though the wire fence went
straight through his foot impaling him, but because of his
furry feet it was difficult to see for sure. So a small portion
of the fencing surrounding his foot was cut free. The bobcat
was then lifted using a net and a snare pole and put into
a crate. He was then transported to Animal Coalition of
Tampa’s clinic where Dr. Justin gave him a thorough exam.
The fencing had not impaled
his foot. Part of the wire
had sprung and twisted in
such a way that a single toe
was tightly wrapped in wire.
The bobcat must have been
crawling over the fence
when his toe was caught
in the fencing. When he
fell off the fence it twisted
capturing him by a single
digit.

X-rays revealed that the young
adult bobcat had broken the
metatarsal bone connected to
that toe. A wild bobcat will rarely
tolerate a splint or a cast and
so many require internal pins or
plates to stabilize broken bones
while they heal. Because of
the location of the break and
the neighboring metatarsal
bones it was decided that cage
rest would be the best option
for this bobcat who has appropriately been named Fencer.
Fencer is spending 4 weeks recovering in our on site Cat
Hospital after which he will be sedated again for follow up
xrays. If his bone has healed sufficiently he will spend a
week or two in our outdoor rehab enclosure to regain full
mobility of the foot. Once he has completely recovered he
will be released back out into the wild where he belongs.
Meanwhile Khaleesi, an
orphaned female bobcat
that came to Big Cat
Rescue back in June
is doing well. She has
doubled in size weighing
in
at
approximately
7
pounds.
Khaleesi
has
transitioned from
eating thawed
whole prey to
successfully
catching and eating live prey. Her skills improve
daily and we look forward to her upcoming release.
Big Cat Rescue’s wildlife rehabbers are permitted with the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and
adhere to the policies regarding rehabilitation of wildlife set
forth by the agency. Images of rehab bobcats are captured
uninvasively as to not interfere with their rehabilitation.

SAD FAREWELL TO
ONE GREAT CAT

Taking care of more than 100 exotic
cats is a roller coaster ride of emotions
as we try to provide the best possible
life for them and yet deal with the gut
wrenching decisions of life and death.
Of our 113 animals, 93 of them are over
the age of 12, which is about as long
as they live in zoos or in the wild. An
amazing 77 are over the age of 15 (90+
in human years). Even more incredible,
19 are 20 years or older. It is with heavy
hearts that we must say good bye to this
feline friend who has touched our hearts
forever.
SHANIQUA came from an exotic
animal auction where all sorts of wild
animals are sold to the highest bidder
with no thought as to their well being.
From the first day she arrived here in
1994 it became apparent why Shaniqua
or any Jungle Cat would never make a
good pet.
She was so hyperactive she was
bouncing off the walls, literally. She
even jumped into a ceiling fan or two
and did not seem to learn anything from
the experience, but rather found it quite
entertaining. Shaniqua was built a large
outdoor enclosure that she was to share
with Tarzan, a neutered male, in hopes
that she could exhaust all of her pent
up energy playing with her new friend.
The two lived together for 15 years until
Tarzan died at the age of 16.
Shaniqua went to be with Tarzan on
October 3rd. She was 19 years old and
lived longer than any Jungle Cat we
have ever heard of. The oldest Jungle
Cat to ever
SHANIQUA
live here
before was
16 at the
time
of
passing and
on average
Jungle Cats
have only
lived to be
15 here.
1994 - 2013
Shaniqua had multiple health issues
including an enlarged left thyroid, an
enlarged heart, and advanced kidney
disease. When she could no longer walk
around on her own, we knew she was
ready to go and we helped her along.

Shaniqua, you were loved.
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Good News for
california Bobcats
After thousands of phone calls,
emails and faxes from activists
and supporters such as you,
Assembly Bill 1213 — a bill to
address unlimited commercial
trapping of bobcats in California
—
passed
the
California
legislature earlier this month and
now goes to the Governor to be
signed into law.
If you are a CA resident, you
can let the Governor know that
you want him to sign this bill to
protect bobcats into law.

http://tinyurl.com/mthl2o5

Your
Support
Saves
Them

Lion Tacos May Lead
to Extinction

No, we don’t mean
that restaurants who
use the gimmick of
offering lion meat
are causing lions to
go extinct, (although
wild populations have
been cut in half in the
last 20 years) but rather that, THANKS
TO YOU, this kind of bad behavior tends
to cause the restaurants to go extinct.
There have been a number of short sighted
restaurateurs who thought it would drum
up business to put lion meat on the menu,
but it always results in bad press, a loss of
patrons and in some cases that damage
was so irreversible that they shuttered their
businesses altogether.

10,000 Signatures Needed
to Protect Big Cats

911Tiger.com

We are sending this issue of the Big Cat Times out to 56,000 of
our supporters and hoping that at least 10,000 of you will take a
minute to sign a petition at 911Tiger.com

We tried to make the process as quick as possible so that we can
get the maximum number of people to speak out for lions, tigers
and their cubs who end up in horrible situations because of the current laws that
allow private possession.
I just know that we can all pull together this year and change things for good! I’ll
be checking the signatures daily and hope to see yours there. - Carole

Help the big cats and speak out today.

On Oct. 8th CBS Tampa reported that Taco
Fusion had closed up shop after the fire
storm of negative reviews that resulted
from their offering up the King of Beasts in
their mediocre tacos. In 2011 the Tucson
Taqueria gave the lion meat gimmick a try.
According to Yelp their CA shop has closed.
A few years ago Spoto’s Steak Joint tried the
same ploy and, yes, Yelp says they’re gone
too. 1800Steaks.com and 1-800-steaks.net
also found themselves on the receiving end
of bad press and you will notice that they no
longer feature lion meat. It’s bad business
to mess with the “King” and we thank all of
you who roared out on behalf of the cats!

AN END TO FORCING
BIG CATS TO PERFORM
In California, West Hollywood’s City Council
unanimously passed its ban on commercial uses for
exotic or wild animals.
Sponsored by Councilmembers Jeffrey Prang and
John Duran, the ordinance prohibits the use of wild
animals such as
elephants, lions,
tigers,
bears,
monkeys
and
chimpanzees
from any performance acts, including circuses,
carnivals, parades or kids’ rides. It is seen as an
extension of the city’s reputation as being animal
compassionate.
We applaud West Hollywood for joining other
cities such as Pasadena, Santa Ana and Huntington
Beach who have passed the ordinance.
Councilmember John D’Amico praised the ban
and reminded the audience that the city’s fur ban,
which he sponsored, goes into effect on September
21st.

PLEASE GIVE HER A VOICE
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BIG CAT RESCUE SUPPORTERS

Donations received
July 1st - September 30th

$50,000 Reitzel Foundation
$25,750 Tigers in America
$20,000 Berwind Fund
$15,000 William Kuni
$13,984 Estate of
Monnie Turley
$12,844 Vanessa
Fernandez-Thomas
$10,300 David Nugent
$10,000 Lawrence &
Pamela Trissel
$4,000 Maria E. Birch
$4,000 Greg & Sue Taylor
$3,834 Royal Manticoran Navy
$3,500 MRI Associates of
St. Pete, Inc.
$3,000 Aaron’s Inc.
$2,500 Diane & Robert Klingel
$2,500 The Wonderful World
of Meeroos
$2,121 Cherri Scholz
$1,950 Sole Riley Marittimi
$1,800 The Manny & Ruthy
Cohen Foundation
$1,654 Whiskey Joe’s
Bar & Grill
$1,600 Diana Rao
$1,500 Joseph Edward
Gayton Trust
$1,200 Wetterlands Ranch
$1,043 Donna Demaria
$1,013 Dennis Marks &
Michael Hughes
$1,000 Cherry Craven
$1,000 Rudolf Dankowitz
$1,000 Marie &
Charles Hayward
$1,000 Carolyn Inman
$1,000 Carol McGehee
$1,000 Carol Moore
$1,000 Danny Patterson
$1,000 Philip Paustian
$1,000 Kimy Rodgers
$1,000 Gregory &
Carlene Smith
$1,000 Cheney Brothers
$1,000 Jaguar of Tampa
$1,000 LoyalHanna
Management Services LP
$1,000 Lynn Russell Advised
Fund at Aspen
Community Foundation
$900 Suzanne & Alan Lucas
$850 Kirk & Aileen Davis
$800 Cathy McLean
$755 Janice Elliott
$750 Allen Schmidt
$600 Steven Carter
$600 William Hulley
$505 Anne Sikkema
$500 Carla J. Bailey
$500 Diana S. Brookes
$500 John Brott & Karen Jay
$500 Sandra Davis
$500 Mary Ewell
$500 Dinah Greeff
$500 Cassandra R. Hammond
$500 Brian Kroll
$500 Lynn & Stuart Lang
$500 Joseph J. Marotti Jr
$500 Braxton L. Monroe
$500 Arthur Ostergard
$500 Edith Parker
$500 Nancy A. Parsons
$500 Edward & Roycie Roeder
$500 Paul & Lisa Romanowski
$500 Joe Sokolosky
$500 Stephen Valentine
$500 Amy Young

$113 Barbara Ganschow
$108 Melissa E. Black
$108 Marsha Woerner
$500 Blue Bell Ice Cream
$200 John Lovell
$107 Pauline Adams
$500 Finley’s Pub
$200 Robert S. Lubarsky
$107 Richard T. Devers
$500 Mickey Quinn Seminole
$200 Phyllis Middauch
$107 Donna Fliger
$500 New Creations
$200 Martha Morandi
$107 Holly Forsberg
Ground Maintenance
$200 Maryanne Mothersole
$107 Troy L. Fox
$500 Roy Edgerton Family
$200 Sarah Mouzon
$107 Marcia Godich
$500 Shamrock Dental Co.
$200 Roberta & Jeffrey Newton
$107 Valerie Grunther
$500 The Moon Under Water
$200 Karen Pearce
$107 Clifford Hayman
$450 Sindhu Mathew
$200 Susanne Perla
$107 John N. Hoke
$450 Pamela Olson Koonts
$200 Andrew Pisarra
$107 Jean Kernus
$448 Suzi Schultz
$200 Anne Plotto
$107 Paul D. Menza
$440 Tracy Bruce
$200 Cindy Sangster
$107 Matthew J. Murray
$424 Anne Barasch
$200 Michael Sce
$107 Brian L. Patterson
$400 Rocky &
$200 Nancy Simon
$107 Susanna Peirce
Shelly Barbanica
$200 John &
$107 Alice P. Putnam
$400 Cecelia Curtis
Margaret Skenyon
$107 David Reese
$400 Larry S. Moore
$200 Samuel Tan
$107 David & Donna Reese
$400 Eugenia Van Bremen
$200 Roberta Trieschmann
$107 Brian Sieroty
$400 Zach Zgabay
$200 Brian & Betany Troyer
$107 Donna Slocumb
$350 Nicki & Paul Lyford
$200 Sherie A. Tyler
$107 Laura Walda
$350 Christine Sheen
$200 Lynne Waite
$105 Vivian Bullion
$300 Pete & Pat Booth
$200 Ann Wallinger
$105 Kerry & Don Gilbert
$300 Stacie Carpenter
$200 Michelle Waters
$105 Krisanne Warren
$300 James Dodd &
$200 Angel Welker
$101 Calvin King
Chuck Kandrach
$200 Louise M. Wilker
$100 Barbara & Glenn Alber
$300 Margarida D. Marton
$200 Lloyd Wilkiel
$100 June Albert
$300 Jim Meeks
$200 Marilyn Zeiler
$100 Scott, Tonya, &
$300 Daniel Pursel &
$200 TreLimited
Drew Allshouse
Lisa Minich
$189 Catherine Traversone
$100 Stephen Almeida
$300 Starla Trivilino
$185 Kathleen &
$100 David, Olivia &
$300 Dave Zunac
Jackie Andrews
Letha Anders
$300 Dayton Foundation
$175 Daniel &
$100 Michelle Antonelli
Depository, Inc.
Lindsay Hamminga
$100 Erin N. Arcand
$250 Caleb Carr
$170 Judy L. Kane
$100 Armistead
$250 Suzanne Caudle
$160 Jennifer Caswell
$100 Barbara Aster
$250 David Charles
$160 Robert Chapman
$100 Jackie Woolsey &
$250 Christine Coats
$157 Patricia Brooks
Jean Atwood
$250 David Doing
$157 Steven & Lindsay Farley
$100 Amy Auerbach
$250 Amelia Fusaro
$150 Sheila Campbell
$100 Lisa Baca
$250 Linda & William Gewiss
$150 David Cazes
$100 Amy Bailey
$250 Lois O. Gray
$150 Roy Crippen
$100 Janice Band
$250 Clifford & Julia Hallberg
$150 Andrea Decapua
$100 Candace Barbara
$250 Anna & George Hlavacs
$150 Katherine &
$100 Marvin & Ellen Barnes
$250 Andrea Hungerford
Andy Duncan
$100 Doug Barton
$250 Joseph Jablonski
$150 Diane Fernandez
$100 Nancy Bell
$250 Muriel Jopling
$150 Jeanette Goebel
$100 Paula Bellino
$250 Stefanie Kraus
$150 John & Susan Holt
$100 Lorraine Bennett
$250 Jeff & Coleen Kremer
$150 Deepa Jansen
$100 Teddi Blair
$250 John & Michelle Lewis
$150 Erik Jungk
$100 David & Kim Blasco
$250 Dwight Lowell
$150 Brenda R. Lang
$100 Jim & Erica Blinkhorn
$250 George &
$150 Monique McGee
$100 Leah P. Bond
Sheila Marshall
$150 April Montgomery
$100 Terrie Craig Borden
$250 Dan & Melissa McCance
$150 Marsha Moser
$100 Rose Borkowski
$250 Sheila & Brent Morgan
$150 Allison M. Myers
$100 Sharon Boullion
$250 Jon Ohman
$150 Michael Neblock
$100 Serena Bourke
$250 Dave Ondo
$150 Teresa Newgent
$100 Jane Brickner
$250 Ann E. Pattin
$150 Mikhail V. Novgorodov
$100 Laurie Brown
$250 Mary Salzman
$150 Glen & Stephanie Rugg
$100 Everett Buckridge
$250 Karen Selby
$150 Doris Schlichter
$100 Ellen Bunch
$250 Lois Stange
$150 Scott Seys
$100 John Burke
$250 Oksana Sward
$150 James Smith
$100 Natalie &
$250 Linda A. Volkening
$150 Waldina Smith
Maggie Campbell
$250 Denise & Fred Watkins
$150 Timothy Snider
$100 Gina Caracci
$250 Kristen Wilhelm
$150 Richard & Lee Ann Stiles
$100 Jeff &
$250 Clearwater Beach
$150 Jessica Stull
Maureen Carpenter
Chamber of Commerce
$150 Wendy & Dale A. Todd
$100 Craig Carter & Kelly
$224 Ashley Allen
$150 Robert E. Waters Jr.
Lynn Denny
$207 Sharon Sauro
$150 Lisa Williams
$100 Scott Carter
$207 Daniel Wietchy
$150 Christie Wood
$100 Jeanne Castaldini
$200 Barbara & Anil Aggarwal
$130 Gordon &
$100 Nona Caulkins
$200 Donna Ardizzone
Hollace Hannaway
$100 Carol K. Cerney
$200 Barbara Becker
$125 William Girvan
$100 Maria & James Chase
$200 Lori A. Bradley
$125 Renee &
$100 Heather &
$200 Jill & Mario Cabrera
Michele Grimmett
Michael Chaykowski
$200 Ruth Childers
$125 David Hamel
$100 Don & Nancy Clark
$200 Robert Davis
$125 Athena Han
$100 Gertraud &
$200 Lesley Day
$125 Charlotte A. Raciboski
Trudy M. Clark
$200 Rob Dolecki
$125 Thelma Rodriguez
$100 Laurin Copen
$200 Gayle & Richard Franta
$125 Gerri Sollenberger
$100 Patrick &
$200 David Gagliardo
$123 The Learning Web
Meredith Costello
$200 Dawn Howell
$120 Curtis P. Vanduzer
$100 Michael Creed
$200 Kathleen LaValley
$115 Vicki Conn
$100 Janice Cummings

Edythe Kirby
$100 Susan Dangelmaier
$100 William Konopaske
$100 Dawn Danko
$100 Cheyenne Koontz
$100 Kenneth David
$100 Georgia Kropf
$100 Dorothy & John Davies
$100 Carolyn Langlinais
$100 Amy Davis
$100 Margaret Lannen
$100 Jonathan &
$100 Michael &
Kimberly Davis
Kathy Laudenslager
$100 Lori Demag
$100 Lisa Lazzaro
$100 Matthew &
$100 Heidi Lepak
Allyse Denmark
$100 Kathy Lesser
$100 Nicola Di Capua
$100 Susan Lewis
$100 Lori Diaz
$100 Jeffrey & Judith Lipman
$100 Julie Diggs
$100 Richard Lipovac
$100 Paul Dorfman
$100 Suzanne Longo
$100 Michelle Dowell
$100 Derek Magnuson
$100 Sharyn & John Duran
$100 Francine, Kevin,
$100 Albert Duro
Michael, & Kristen
$100 Bryan Edwards
Mandeville
$100 Susan Edwards
$100 Barbara Marks
$100 Keri L. Ellis
$100 Chris Marrs
$100 David & Sally
$100 Emily Martin
Enevoldson
$100 Roelina Martinez
$100 Krista English
$100 William &
$100 Adriã¡N I. Esteve
Meda Maxwell
De Murga
$100 Kim McCall
$100 Sue Evilsizer
$100 David McDonell
$100 Janice Fischer
$100 Anna M. Meckley
$100 Tom & Julie Fisher
$100 Nancy Meyer
$100 Francis, Ann &
$100 Maureen &
Natalie Fortin
Angelo Mineo
$100 Semian Frazier
$100 Sheila Mizzi
$100 Alice & Allen Friedman
$100 Fran Monrad
$100 Geoff Friske
$100 Joyce Moody
$100 Rose Ann &
$100 Michael G. Morrison
David Froberg
$100 Shea Moxon
$100 Jeanette Fruhman
$100 Marcia Mueller
$100 Kim Gates
$100 Richard &
$100 Linda Gavit
Lynne Murray
$100 Beverly M. Geiger
$100 Judith S. Newman
$100 Vicki Gempel
$100 Ronald &
$100 Julie B. Germany
Gale Nicodemus
$100 Deborah Gibson
$100 Celeste &
$100 Neal Gillespie
Robert Northrop
$100 Roxanne Glass
$100 Shelly Nowotarski
$100 Dianne & Seth Gledura
$100 Cindy & John Glessner $100 Diane Ortenzio-Cooling
$100 Norman & Joan Oyen
$100 Carol Good
$100 David Peterson
$100 Nancy & Gene Gorske
$100 Darlene Petkwitz
$100 Diego Gredig
$100 Baynard Pickett
$100 Anne & George Gundel
$100 Reach Pilates
$100 Janice Hale
$100 Francois Poulin
$100 Tom Hale
$100 Anna Price
$100 Larry Han
$100 James &
$100 Georgette Hansen
Christine Prout
$100 John Harkins
$100 Sonya Rapee
$100 Tonya & Rodney Harpe
$100 Freda Remmers
$100 Virginia Harris
$100 Pat I. Richards
$100 Tim & Kim Hart
$100 Clark Richey
$100 Mark & Sharon Hechter
$100 Linda Richter
$100 Michael R. Heintze
$100 Kathleen Roach
$100 Emma Hemness
$100 William Roach
$100 Richard Henninger
$100 Karen Robey
$100 David Herbert
$100 Michael Rose
$100 Terry Hess
$100 Amy Rosenbaum
$100 Robin Hodgdon
$100 Michael Rubin
$100 Robert Holdredge
$100 Deborah Ruggles
$100 John Hornick
$100 Pamela Sanabria
$100 Linda & Jeff Horstman
$100 Astrid Sanai
$100 Raymond Hughes
$100 Jon Hull
$100 Gina Sanfilippo
$100 Ryan Hunter
$100 Lori Sapienze
$100 Theresa Hutchings
$100 Brian H. Schatzberg
$100 Heather Jackson
$100 Barbara Scheer
$100 Megan Jerzyk
$100 Diane Scheidle
$100 John Johnson
$100 Tamara Schmitt
$100 Deborah & John Jones
$100 Kay Schuck
$100 Christopher &
$100 Joyce &
Chanda Jordan
William Schwab
$100 Lillian Kade
$100 Debra Schwarzer
$100 Christopher Kane
$100 David Scigliuto
$100 Louisa Karp
$100 Prescott &
$100 Cathy Katsaoulis
Sandra Seckel
$100 Alycia A. Keating
$100 Katy Sena
$100 Des & Pam Killen
$100 Heather Seville
$100 Michael &
$100 Stuart A. Shapiro

$100 David Shecter
$100 Linda Sheen
$100 Mark & Patricia Sherman
$100 Martin & Pamela Simon
$100 Dianne Smith
$100 Sylvia Smith
$100 Annamarie Smoyer
$100 Fernando Soler
$100 Jonathan Spartz
$100 Lois Spinelli
$100 Allison Starsoneck
$100 Robert & Anne Steele
$100 Barbara Steinberg
$100 Richard &
Barbara Steinke
$100 Douglas Steuerman
$100 A. Kevin &
Dawn Stoppello
$100 Laura Strickland
$100 Peg & Margaret Stringer
$100 Rodney Swilley
$100 Nerissa Tackett
$100 Kathleen &
Nickolas Tagliaferri
$100 Stacey Taliancich
$100 Laura Tallarico
$100 Patrick Tanzola
$100 Susan Tate
$100 Gayle Thayer
$100 Paula Thompson
$100 Kim Thornadtsson
$100 Beckie Tomlyn-Litten
$100 Beverly L. Trottier
$100 Kimberly Upright
$100 Terri Vaughn
$100 Leanne Vella
$100 Sylvia Virgilio
$100 Lowell & Nancy Walker
$100 Ted Wallace
$100 Cheryl Ward
$100 Jeff Watkins
$100 Sheryll Wegerle
$100 Charles & Darlene Weir
$100 Sandra B. Wells
$100 Sandra Wemple-White
$100 Paul T. Wentworth
$100 Nickie Whitaker
$100 Wendy Whitten
$100 Heather Wickless
$100 Donna M. Wilcox
$100 Mike Wilhite
$100 Evelyn L. Williams
$100 Ron & Susan Williams
$100 Michael &
Rebecca Winters
$100 Patricia & Lon Wojtowicz
$100 Laina R. Worth
$100 Paul Wright
$100 Anthony &
Shirley Yankowsky
$100 Bill & Terri Yavit
$100 Jean Zegadlo
$100 Noah Zimmerman
$100 G F Business Services
$100 Linda K. Richter Fund
$100 Mead Witter
Foundation, Inc.
$100 Vertical Corporation
Thank you for your support!
If your donation came toward
the end of the quarter, it may
not have been entered into
our database in time for this
newsletter and will appear
in the next. Donation data
entry is manual and subject to
occasional errors, so if your
donation should appear and
does not, please email Chelsea.
Feeny@BigCatRescue.org so
we can investigate and correct
our records if there is an
omission.
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CHARLES RUTENBERG REALTY’S CASINO NIGHT
GENERATES $8000 FOR TIGER TJ!
Earlier this year John and JoAnn
Nestor held their 3rd Annual
Casino Night to benefit Big Cat
Rescue and one other charity.
The casino tables and staff were
provided by DanMar Productions,
the same wonderful folks who
have appeared at our Fur Ball. So,
of course, they brought along the
custom built Wheel of Fur-tune
that features photos of our cats on
the betting spots on the table. In
addition to the casino tables, the
event featured a fabulous buffet, great raffle prizes, and
balloons to pop containing gift certificates.
The fun evening resulted in a generous donation of $8000
to sponsor TJ, the tiger known for splashing wildly in his
pool. At this writing TJ is getting his turn in the Vacation
Rotation
Enclosure
and has been
swimming
a
n
d
splashing in the large pond there, perhaps
showing his joy and appreciation for the
support from John and JoAnn.
Charles Rutenberg Realty has over 3,500
agents in Florida, Illinois & New York.
If you live in a market they serve, please
consider thanking them for their support
of our cats by giving them a chance to
serve your real estate needs.

C1 BANK STAFF
MEETS AT BCR
In the Tampa Bay Business Journal’s
survey of “Best in the Biz,” Big Cat
Rescue in the past has been named
Favorite Retreat and Team-Building
Venue. C1 Bank, a major supporter of
Big Cat Rescue, has regularly chosen
BCR to hold staff training and team
building retreats. After the meeting,
the attendees earn a private tour of
the sanctuary.

Kids 4 Kats
We were very pleased to take delivery of 16 purple martin birdhouses from
Arianna Morales, age 14, and Natalie Leach, age 14, both Cadettes with Rainbow
Troop 509 in Tampa! Arianna and Natalie completed the research, purchased,
and assembled the birdhouses for the
sanctuary for their Silver Award Project.
The birdhouses will be installed near
the lake, and will provide clean, safe
homes for these little birds, which are
dependent on humans for nest boxes
on the East coast. Thanks, girls!
Photo: Valerie Cisco, mother and adviser
Natalie, Arianna, and Willow Hecht, Big Cat
Rescue Education Director

2013 Tee-Up for Tigers
Golf Tournament
a ROARING success!
Thanks to our friends at
Seminole Lake Country
Club, led by John Brott,
Karen Jay and Jenny
Hastings, this year’s event
raised
approximately
$15,000 in support of the
magnificent creatures that
call Big Cat Rescue home.
We’d like to extend a VERY special Big
Cat “Thank You” to all of our generous
sponsors of the tournament:

Photos: Wheel of Fur-tune, JoAnn happily
displaying a portion of the proceeds, TJ
splashing in the Vacation Rotation pond.

Pictured with Bengali the tiger enjoying
a dip in his pool are SVP Dave Timmons
and the bank’s Assistant Managers
who held their retreat at BCR recently.
We have experienced fantastic service
from C1 Bank and if you live in one
of their markets in Florida or Texas
please consider thanking them for
their support by giving them a chance
to earn your business. If you are in the
Tampa Bay Area, please keep Big Cat
Rescue in mind as a unique venue for
a corporate retreat, meeting or party.

Lions and Tigers and
Dragons, oh my!
We are currently in
2nd place and need
your vote to propel
us into 1st place.
Big Cat Rescue has
partnered with The
Body Shop USA’s
Dragon Fruit Lip
Butter
Campaign
to raise funds for 3
great charities.
Now through November 3 with any
purchase in store you'll receive a
token which you can use to vote for
Big Cat Rescue.
Buy super-moisturizing Dragon Fruit
Lip Butter and you get a 2nd token to
vote with.
You can also vote daily online at:

http://bddy.me/NJIYzf

“King of Beast”
St.Pete MRI
“Tiger”
St. Pete MRI
Jaguar of Tampa
Cheney Brothers
“Cougar”
John Brott & Karen Jay
Blue Bell Ice Cream
The Moon Under Water
Shamrock Dental
Mickey Quinn Seminole
Finley’s Pub
New Creations Ground Maintenance
My Tampa Agent.

Each of the 3 charities will receive
funds from the campaign. The charity
with the highest number of votes will
receive the largest donation. 100% of
the profits from the sale of the Dragon
Fruit Lip Butter will go to charity,
greater sales means greater funding.

The day long festivities included a roaring
round of golf followed by an awards
ceremony, silent auction, purrrfectly
delicious dinner and scrumptious dessert
table, generously donated by Cheney
Brothers.
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The Big Cat Times ORDER FORM Winter 2013
ORDER DATE:
Description				

Qty.

Size

Price Each

Total

TOUR TIMES & PROGRAMS
Tickets available online at:
http://www.zerve.com/bigcatrescue
or by calling: (800) 979-3370
Closed Thursdays, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day

Kids Tour
Tour Times: Saturday & Sunday 9 AM
Children of all ages and their parents can learn about
the big cats on this guided tour of the sanctuary.
This tour is given on a child’s educational level.
Reservations not required. Tour is 1 hr. Children
must be accompanied by an adult. Reservation
recommended.

2014 Big Cat Rescue Calendar
13-month calendar features glossy
color photos of the big cats of Big
Cat Rescue. Order today!

$18.05
Billing Address
_______________________________

Name

_______________________________

Address

_______________________________

City		

St

Zip

$ 18.05

_______________________________ 2014 BIG CAT RESCUE CALENDAR

Day Time Phone

$

DONATION TO ENDOWMENT FOR 33% MATCH

_______________________________ DONATION
TOWARDSdonation
THE VACATION
ROTATION
20th Anniversary
matched
100% ENCLOSURE
by Reitzel Foundation

Evening Phone

SPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK *
_______________________________ SPONSOR A PAVE THE WAY BRICK *

Email

SPONSOR PERIMETER WALL*

Recipient Address (if different than Billing)

4x8

$100.00

8x8

$200.00

1 Foot

$100.00

$

* NOTE: Fill out blue shaded box at bottom of form

________________________________

Name

I want to join the automatic giving program, charge my card each month $

________________________________

Address

Yes, I would priority shipping for an additional charge of $3.00 $
Yes, I would like a receipt for tax purposes

________________________________

City		

St

Day Time Phone

________________________________

Evening Phone

________________________________

Email

Method of Payment

Zip

________________________________

Grand Total $

Check

Money Order

Visa

MasterCard

American Express

Discover

CCV # ____________

Credit Card Number
Exp. Date MMYY

Signature_____________________________

This is a gift, please make card TO: _________________________ FROM: __________________________
Brief message to say: ______________________________________________________________________
Automatic Giving Program - join the sustaining donor society
Big Cat Rescue makes it easy and convenient to donate monthly with no worry. You can do this either by
credit card or by direct debit to a checking account for as little as $5/month. For credit card donations, just
fill in the highlighted line on the order form above and provide your credit card information. For checking
account direct debit email finance@bigcatrescue.org, or leave a message for Howard at 813-920-4130.
This is a G-R-R-eat way to spread out your donations and provide steady support that is so meaningful for
the cats.
Big Cat Rescue is a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization, FEID 59-3330495. Our Florida registration number is CH11409. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-HELP-FLA TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE
STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE
STATE. Big Cat Rescue does not utilize the services of professional solicitors so 100% of all contributions go directly
to Big Cat Rescue Corp.

Special Comment, Request, or Question:

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
* Personalizations (How you want your name to appear):

___________________________________________

Day Tour
Tour Times: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 3 PM
Sat & Sun 10 AM & 1 PM
Guided tour of the sanctuary. Learn about the big
cats and the threats they face both in the wild as
well as in captivity. Hear their personal stories of
how they were rescued. Tour is 1.5 hrs. No children
under 10 years of age. Admission: 10% discount
to all Military, Law Enforcement and Fire Fighters
as well as USF faculty and students. Appropriate
ID required. Discount on Day Tour only, not
available through Zerve Reservations. Reservation
recommended.
feeding tour
Tour Times: Wed, Fri, Sat 5:30 PM
(Reservations Required)
Follow a keeper as they feed the big cats. Observe
the big cats eating and learn about the their
nutritional needs in captivity. Tour is 1 hr. No
children under 10 years of age.
For reservations (800) 979-3370
Big Cat Keeper Tour
Tour Times: Sat & Sun 2 PM
(Reservations Required)
This tour takes you behind the scenes. Enjoy
making enrichment (treats and food puzzles) for
the big cats and watch as the keepers hand out
the enrichment you made. You will also observe
operant training sessions with the big cats. Tour is
2 hrs. No children under 10 years of age.
For reservations (800) 979-3370
Wild Eyes At Night Tour
Tour Times: Last Friday of the month
(Reservations Required)
Night Tours are the best way to see the animals
come alive! As you journey through the sanctuary
you will be stalked and pounced at from the
shadows! No worries though, all the animals will
be safely in their enclosures. This is an adventure
that’s sure to please! Tour is 1.5 hrs. No children
under 10 years of age.
For reservations (800) 979-3370
Also offered - Weddings,
Parties,
EDUCATIONAL OUTREACHES AND
FIELD TRIPS, Volunteer & INTERN
programs and Gift Certificates
Prices and availability for all tours are subject to change.
Visit us online for the most current tour information.
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volunteers awarded
for outstanding
dedication
Congratulations to the following
Big Cat Rescuers who have been
recognized this year for their
outstanding commitment to the
mission of Big Cat Rescue. In honor
of this commitment they were each
presented with an award called the
S.A.V.E. and allotted $500 to spend
on their favorite feline friends.
S.A.V.E stands for Scratch’s Award
for Volunteer Excellence. Named
for an outstanding cougar named
Scratch, whose lifespan reached 30
years, the SAVE Award recognizes
one outstanding volunteer or intern
each month.
September

Jessica Godoy

October

Lynda Licht

We are happy to celebrate Jessica
Godoy for doing a wonderful job
working in the gift shop and backing
up tours. She promptly takes care
of the vox receivers and transmitter
after the tour is over and always has a
supportive attitude. She knows where
to find things, where things belong,
how to help unload from delivery
trucks, etc. She is just all around
reliable and polite. Lynda Licht is a
shining example of what it means to
be a green level Senior Keeper. She
is always willing to help out in any
way and is an invaluable addition
to our Sunday volunteer workforce.
Recently Lynda has begun helping
out with Volunteer Orientation, which
is a huge undertaking and her joyful
personality makes it a great fit. Thank
you both for your dedication to the
sanctuary and the cats. You are truly
outstanding volunteers!
Big Cat Rescue is always looking for
volunteers. There are two volunteer
departments to fit every type of
volunteer; Keeper Department and
Partner Department. Keepers clean
enclosures, feed animals, and do
grounds maintenance.
Partner
volunteers work in the gift shop and
guide tours of the sanctuary.

BEASTLY FEAST
Feed the beastly appetite of our big
cats by donating to have a whole
turkey, chicken, or hen purchased
and given to a lucky feline at Big Cat
Rescue. Donate on page 10 or at
BigCatRescue.biz.
$15 buys a turkey for a lion or tiger,
$10 buys a chicken for a leopard or
cougar, $5 buys a hen for a lynx,
bobcat, serval, ocelot, caracal, leopard
cat, Geoffroy cat or jungle cat. Sorry,

you may not choose who receives the poultry
prize, but rest assured, staff will select a very
deserving big cat to dine on your delicious
donation.

Get a close look into our
day to day operations, the
conservation efforts we
support, and the 100+ feline
residents of Big Cat Rescue

www.BigCatRescue.org/volunteer
BALANCE TAMPA BAY HELPS THE BIG CATS
On October 5th, 22 members of the
group Balance Tampa Bay gathered
to help Big Cat Rescue complete a
much needed landscaping project.
They spent their Saturday morning
mowing, hauling brush, trimming
trees and clearing a field along with
mowing and weeding the enclosure
of Nikita, a 12 year old female
lioness.
Balance Tampa Bay is a non-profit organization that has a mission of finding a balance
in the lives of their members and those they help through fellowship, outreach,
philanthropy and personal development. Other projects they have worked on this
year include building a
playground, feeding the
homeless at Hyde Park
United Methodist, painting
toys for sick and needy
children, hosting a BBQ
for cancer patients at Hope
Lodge, painting Frances
House and more. For more
information, visit:

www.facebook.com/balancetampabay

Looking for a very unique gift for that person
who has everything? Look no further. Big
Cat Rescue’s Roar Reserve Wines are sure
to please. Six wines to choose from each
featuring a BCR cat.

www.BenefitWines.com/bigcat
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The Gr-r-reat Pumpkin Smash

tj enjoying his turn in the vacation rotation enclosure

Donations towards the
Vacation Rotation Enclosure
can be made online at:
www.razoo.com/story/
BigCatVacation

Please help us reach our fundraising goal for
the construction of the Vacation Rotation
Enclosure by making a donation in any amount.
We are so close to the finish line!
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