
	  

Big Cat Rescue would like to thank 

_____________________________ 
for sponsoring Keisha the Tiger 

Thank	  You	  
For	  Making	  
A	  Difference!	  





 TIGER
THE GREAT TIGER SIZE AND APPEARANCE

WHERE HAVE ALL 
THE TIGERS GONE?

Common Name: Tiger 
Kingdom: Animalia 
Phylum: Chordata (Vertebrata) 
Class: Mammalia 
Order: Carnivora 
Family: Felidae 
Genus: Pantherinae Panthera 
Species: tigris 
Sub-species: Bengal Tiger - Panthera tigris tigris, 
Siberian (Amurian) Tiger - Panthera tigris altaica, 
Sumatran Tiger - Panthera tigris sumatrae, Indo-
Chinese Tiger - Panthera tigris corbetti, South China 
Tiger - Panthera tigris amoyensis, Javan Tiger - 
Panthera tigris sondaica - extinct since early 1980’s, 
Bali Tiger - Panthera tigris balica - extinct since the 
1940’s, Caspian Tiger - Panthera tigris virgata - extinct 
since the early 1970’s 

Misc.: This species has been (and is still) widely 
hunted throughout its range for sport, for the fur trade, 
and for the traditional Asian medicine market. For 
the medicine trade - no part of the tiger’s body goes 
unused (see diagram below). The tiger is one of the 
best known mammals, and has become a symbol 
everywhere for conservation. Today, sadly, there are 
more tigers in captivity than exist in the wild.  There 
are only 500 Siberian tigers left in the wild and less 
than 400 Sumatran tigers as of 2006. There are more 
than 15,000 tigers in cages and 90% of them are in 
miserable roadside zoos, backyard breeder facilities, 
circus wagons and pet homes.        

Size and Appearance: The largest of all the living 
cats, the tiger is immediately recognizable by its unique 
reddish - orange coat with black stripes. Stripe patterns 
differ among individuals and are as unique to the animal 
as are fingerprints to humans. The dark lines above the 
eyes tend to be symmetrical, but the marks on the sides 
of the face and body can be different. Males have a 
prominent ruff or collar, which is especially pronounced 
in the Sumatran tiger. White tigers have been seen in 
the wild in India, and one single white cub taken by 
the name of Mohan was the progenitor of most white 
tigers now in captivity. White tigers rarely survive in the 
wild as the white coat is only produced through severe 
inbreeding. White tigers have brown stripes and blue 
eyes, and some specimens in captivity have no stripes 
at all. Black tigers have been reported, but only a single 
pelt from illegal traders remains the only evidence. 
The pelt shows that the black only occurs on the top 
of the head and back, but turns into stripes down the 
sides, unlike in other cats that are completely and truly 
black (or melanistic). Body size of the tiger varies with 
latitude, the smallest occurring at low latitudes and the 
largest at high altitudes. The largest, the Siberian tiger, 
can reach weights exceeding 700 pounds and reach 
lengths of 10+ feet, and the smallest, the Indonesian or 
Bali tiger, weighs a mere 200 pounds with a total length 
of 7 ft.  In sanctuaries, tigers have lived more than 26 
years, as compared to 15 in the wild. Tigers only live 
10-12 years in zoos. 

Status: IUCN: Endangered

How rare is this cat ?   The largest wild population of 
tigers are in India.  According to statistics released in 
2004 there are 1576 tigers left on 27 wildlife reserves 
in 11 states in India.  Tigers are no longer “burning 
bright” in our world’s most famous tiger preserves. 
Tiger numbers in the wild are thought to have plunged 
from 100,000 at the beginning of the 20th century to 
between around 1500 today. The Bali, Javan, and 
Caspian subspecies, have become extinct in the 
past 70 years. The South China tiger is on the verge 
of extinction, with just 20 to 30 remaining in the wild. 
The International Species Information Service lists in 
captivity 1098 worldwide in captivity with 330 being 
registered with ISIS in the U.S. 



                                                                                                                TIGER
SOCIAL SYSTEM 

AND REPRODUCTION
Social System and Communication: Tigers, like 
most cats, are solitary, however, they are not anti-
social. Males not only come together with females for 
breeding, but will feed with or rest with females and 
cubs. There have actually been reports of some tigers 
socializing and traveling in groups. Females with cubs 
have also been seen coming together to share meals. 
Most likely, in all of these cases, they are somehow 
related. Males will kill cubs from other males, so it is 
likely that the offspring in question are his own. The 
females most likely are mother and daughter with 
overlapping home ranges.

Reproduction and Offspring: Tigers will mate 
throughout the year, but most frequently between the 
end of November to early April. After a gestation of 103 
days, a litter of up to 7 cubs, although averaging 3, 
is born. Cubs will leave their mothers as young as 18 
months old, or as old as 28 months old. During the first 
year, mortality can be as high as 35% and, of that, the 
entire litter lis lost 73% of the time. The main causes of 
infant mortality are fire, floods, and infanticide, with the 
latter being the leading cause. 

Habitat: Tigers occupy a wide 
variety of habitats including 
tropical evergreen forests, 
deciduous forests, coniferous 
woodlands (taiga), mangrove 
swamps, thorn forests and 
grass jungles. The common 
factors of all of the tiger’s 
habitats is some form of 

dense vegetative cover, sufficient large prey, and 
access to water. Tigers are extremely adept swimmers 
and readily take to water. They have been recorded 
easily swimming across rivers achieving distances of 
just under 20 miles. The tiger also spends much of its 
time during the heat of the day during hot seasons half 
submerged in lakes and ponds to keep cool.  Indian 
tigers generally have a range of 8-60 square miles, 
based on availability of prey.  Sumatran tigers have a 
range of about 150 square miles.  Due to the severity 
of the climate and lack of prey, the Siberian tiger can 
require a range of 400 square miles.  Tigers have lost 
more than 40% of their habitat in the past decade. 

Hunting and Diet: Tigers hunt primarily between dusk 
and dawn, and they attack using the same methods 
as do the lions. They stalk, chase, and attack, bringing 
down and killing the prey with usually a bite to the nape 
of the neck or the throat. The bite to the throat allows 
the tiger the ability to suffocate the prey bringing death 
relatively quickly and painlessly. Smaller animals are 
often killed with the bite to the nape of the neck allowing 
the tiger to fracture the vertebrae and compress the 
spinal chord of its victim. Once killed, the tiger either 
drags or carries its meal into cover. The tiger’s enormous 
strength allows it to drag an animal that would require 
13 adult men to move. Tigers consume anywhere from 
35 - 90 pounds of meat at one sitting, beginning at the 
rump of the prey. If undisturbed, they will return to the 
carcass for 3-6 days, feeding until they have completely 
consumed their kill. Because tigers are not the most 
successful hunters, 
only killing 1 in every 
10-20 attempts, it may 
be several days before 
one has its next meal. 
The most common 
prey items are various 
species of deer and 
pig, but they will also 
take crocodiles, young 
elephants and rhinos, 
monkeys, birds, fish, 
leopards, bears, and 
even their own kind. 
They have also been 
reported to eat carrion.

Distribution: Indian subcontinent, Amur River region 
of Russia, China, and North Korea, South central 
China, Sumatra, Indonesia, and Continental Southeast 
Asia.

HUNTING AND DIET

HABITAT AND DISTRIBUTION



A Picture is worth a thousand words...

Below: Nakita playing with a tiger sized cylinder toy 
made of durable hard plastic $342

Right: Can You find the Tiger?  Look closely near the 
middle and you will see Keisha enjoying her stay in the 
2.5 acre Vacation Rotation Enclosure $200,000

Knowing that you have made a difference in a tiger’s life 
is priceless.  Big Cat Rescue is proud to show you these 
pictures of the great life our tigers have due to generous 
supporters like you.   We strive to build the biggest 
and best enclosures possible for our tigers, Each of 
the tigers enjoys time in our 2.5 acre Vacation Rotation 
Enclosure which has plenty of trees, a swimming pond 
and water fountain, jungle gym platforms, climbing hills, 
and lots of dens. On behalf of the Tigers we would like 
to thank you for your contribution and support.

Big Cat Rescue is home to more than 100 
big cats representing more than a dozen 
species.   The sanctuary offers several 
ways for the public to learn more about 
the tigers. as well as the many other big 
cats that live at Big Cat Rescue.

Special guided tours of the 65-acre 
sanctuary offer an upclose view of some 
of the world’s most unique exotic cats 
from  tiny sand cats, beautifully spotted 

ocelots, and lanky servals  to stealthy 
leopards, curious cougars, and magestic 
lions and tigers. There are several Day 
Tours offered throughout the week.  Also 
available are private tours, group tours, 
scouts and school tours, summer camp, 
birthday parties, and weddings. Visit our 
web site for availability and pricing of 
tours and programs.  

Big Cat Rescue’s Volunteer Program 
offers a unique opportunity to put 
your skills to work for the big cats.  
Administrative and Animal Husbandry 
Volunteers are always needed.  
   

Internships are also available for three 
month terms for individuals looking to 
gain experience in the animal field.  
programs.  

You can help the big cats by making a 
donation, visiting, volunteering, and by 
being a voice for the big cats at:

www.CatLaws.com

TIGER

VISIT BIG CAT RESCUE & HELP TIGERS

WWW.BIGCATRESCUE.ORG

CONTACT US

12802 Easy Street
Tampa, FL 33625

Office (813) 920-4130

Fax (866) 571-4523

info@bigcatrescue.org

For any questions or if you 
would like further information 
on the programs and 
experiences that we offer 
please feel free to contact us 
by any of the above means.       
-Thank You 



Big Cat Rescue’s Family of Tigers

ZABU  Female White Tiger  Born 5/15/2000   

Zabu was born at a circus and roadside zoo in New England that has since closed.  Zabu was 
raised and housed with Cameron, a male lion, neither of which were spayed or neutered.  
Leaving these two intact cats together could have had grotesque consequences resulting in the 
birth of white ligers. These genetically mutated cross-breeds are victim to a plethora of birth 
defects that plague the animal its entire life.  These freakish hybrids have become popular, 
though this is not an animal that would even exist in the wild. It is important that people 
understand that by refusing to visit venues with these animals on display, this type of animal 
abuse can be stopped.  White tigers also do not exist in the wild.  They can neither hide from 
attack nor sneak on prey.  Man has created the glut of white tigers in captivity today through 

rampant inbreeding.  Because white tigers are all so deeply inbred, they all carry genetic flaws.  Zabu is no exception.  She 
has a shortened upper lip leaving her teeth exposed and unprotected. For every white tiger you may see in captivity, many 
normal colored tigers have died.  Since public demand for the white tiger has driven up prices for them, more and more 
are being bred.  Those that are born “the wrong color” are discarded in various horrific ways. When Zabu and Cameron 
were rescued we constructed a large natural enclosure for the two of them to share since they are truly bonded as a couple.  
Cameron received a vasectomy shortly after his arrival to prevent any cubs from being produced.  The two lived together 
happily for years, however, when Zabu would go into heat Cameron would become possessive over her and aggressive 
towards keepers.  Zabu was spayed in order to curb this behavior which was successful for a few more years.  Cameron 
reverted to his previous behavior and the decision was made to neuter him, which would mean he would lose his beautiful 
mane.  The loss was merely cosmetic and well worth the price to keep this loving pair together.  While Cameron tries to sleep 
most of the day away (as lions do in the wild), Zabu is extremely energetic and is always pestering him to play.  She’ll often 
give up on him and just run and jump and play with her big red ball or splash endlessly in her pool.  Of course, that’s after 
she’s tired of playfully stalking her keepers or trying to spray the groups of visitors that stop by.  

COUGAR HAVEN RESCUE: ALEX, COOKIE, & FRECKLES

In 1996 a big cat collector Catherine Gordon Twiss was convicted of 73 counts of animal cruelty. Her 86 lions, tigers, and 
bears were sold at bankruptcy auction. In Defense of Animals rescued some of the cats and partnered with David Mallory 
and a generous benefactor Dr. Jim Cook. Together they established a facility called Cougar Haven in Mallory’s backyard in 
Mississippi. Mallory was in the lumber business which suffered when the housing boom came to a halt in 2007. He purchased 
a bar and moved away leaving the big cats unsupervised for most of the time. He also stopped paying his animal care taker 
and his veterinarian. Food became scarce and only the cheapest meat products were given to the cats and just enough to keep 
them alive. Due to starvation and improper care 14 of his original 38 cats were still alive one year later. Conditions were so 
bad a cougar had been injured and bled for 12 days before finally passing away with no medical attention. The care taker 
loved the animals too much to just walk away and she did what she could to scrape together enough food for the cats. She 
took it upon herself to find homes for the remaining cats. She was able to secure placement for two lions, but by the time Big 
Cat Rescue heard of the situation all but 3 of the 14 remaining cats had died. In December of 2008 Alex a 12 year old male 
tiger, Cookie a 14 year old female tiger, and Freckles a 15 year old liger all came to Big Cat Rescue.  These 3 big cats were 
spoiled from day one.  Sadly several years later Freckles and Cookie passed away.

BIG CAT RESCUE TIGER BIOGRAPHIES

These are the tigers that live at Big Cat Rescue.  Big Cat Rescue is a 67-acre sanctuary that is home to more than 100 
exotic cats that have been abused or abandoned. To complete your official tiger sponsorship; fill out your tiger sponsorship 
registration card, which you will receive by mail, with your contact information and mail the registration card to Big Cat 
Rescue 12802 Easy Street, Tampa, FL 33625.  By doing so you will receive a subscription to our quarterly newspaper 
The Big Cat Times, an official Big Cat Rescue Supporter window decal, and any other extras included with your level of 
sponsorship.



ALEX     Male Tiger    Born 1/1/96    Arrived 12/19/08

Alex is an energetic and playful tiger who greets everyone with a hearty chuff.  He loves 
lounging in his swimming pool and gets really excited about enrichment.  Enrichment 
includes special food treats like turkeys or bones that they do not get every day, paper mache 
animals with treats inside,  interesting scents from perfumes and spices.  Providing these 
types of enrichment to the cats makes their lives in captivity more tolerable.  In the wild 
a tiger like Alex would roam several miles a day, so being confined to a 2,000 square foot 
enclosure can be quite boring.  His keepers are diligent in providing not only Alex, but all of 
the cats enrichment each day.

BENGALI  Male Bengal Tiger Born  6/1/95

Bengali was retired to Big Cat Rescue in 2000.  A circus commissioned Big Cat Rescue 
to build him, as well as several other big cats, a 2,000 square foot enclosure with a den, 
pool, and lots of space to lay out by the lake and soak up the Florida sunshine. They could 
have sold him into the pet trade or worse, but instead they sent Bengali here.  Bengali used 
to ride on a horse drawn chariot in the circus. When he arrived we were told that he was 
very dangerous because he was so confrontational.  It is amazing what a change in living 
conditions have done for this tiger.  Since his days are no longer spent on the road living in a 
cramped transport crate, but rather playing with his giant red ball, soaking in his pool, napping 
high on top of his jungle gym platform, or chuffing at his visitors, he is a very happy tiger.  

Bengali loves operant conditioning sessions. Operant conditioning is a form of training that utilizes positive reinforcement 
to encourage natural behaviors such as “sit” and “down.” Being able to have cats like Bengali perform these behaviors on 
command allows our veterinarians to get a much closer and hands off look during routine examinations. Several years ago 
Bengali became ill.  He had been losing interest in food and was losing weight. Thanks to Bengali’s operant conditioning 
the vet was able to draw blood from his tail without having to sedate him.  His keepers asked Bengali to lay down and kept 
his focus on food rewards during the entire procedure.

SAVAGE KINGDOM RESCUE: TJ & BELLA

Several times a year, Big Cat Rescue is contacted by someone trying to unload a tiger, lion, bobcat, serval or some other 
exotic cat who has outlived its usefulness.  In most cases, the people calling are those who have used the animals to support 
themselves through exploitation, or to make themselves more popular, and now the cat no longer serves their needs.  Then 
the cat has to go.  Big Cat Rescue can only take in a limited number of big cats each year because each cat is a 10-20 
year commitment. Most of the cases do not meet Big Cat Rescue’s criteria for accepting a cat as we will not assist these 
irresponsible owners in continuing to breed and use animals by being a dumping ground for last year’s babies. This case at 
Savage Kingdom was different.  Robert Baudy was world renown for producing what are commonly referred to as “throw 
away tigers” because they are so often lame and cross eyed from the inbreeding that goes into producing the white tigers 
that will fetch a big price.  When USDA finally shut down the 84-year-old’s’ breeding activities in August of 2006, an era 
of abuse came much closer to an end.  A friend of Baudy’s had managed to place all but four tigers by May 14, 2007.  If 
she could not find a home for the last four tigers, she was going to have them euthanized on May 18th because she could no 
longer afford the time and resources needed to care for the cats.  TJ, Bella, Modnic and Trucha were among the last of the 
cats that needed a home and Big Cat Rescue stepped in to provide one.  On May 18, 2007, rescuers transported the four to 
their new home at BCR.  They were finally able to enjoy life with spacious grassy enclosures with shrubs and trees, large 
mountain dens, and pools to cool off in.  Sadly years after their rescue Bella, Modnic, Trucha passed away.



TJ   Male Tiger   Born 1999 

TJ is the youngest of the four tigers rescued from Savage Kingdom and he has the personality 
to prove it.  He has blossomed since his arrival.  When TJ first came to Big Cat Rescue he 
was aloof and quiet. Now he is the complete opposite.  Whether he is running at full speed  
through the high grasses of his enclosure or splashing for hours in his pond, it is easy to see 
TJ’s total excitement for living now. 

WILD ANIMAL ORPHANAGE RESCUE: ANDRE, ARTHUR, & AMANDA

In 2003, Wild Animal Orphanage (WAO) took in twenty four tigers that had been living at a New Jersey facility that was 
shut down by the state. After declaring bankruptcy in 2010, WAO contacted the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries 
and other organizations for help in placing these tigers and the rest of their big cats at other sanctuaries. WAO struggled for 
over a year to find permanent homes for all of their cats because it is hard to place a big cat who will cost $10,000 per year 
in food and vet care. Amazingly, an anonymous donor couple who had known these tigers as cubs fortuitously stepped in 
to fund the ongoing care of three lucky tigers, Andre, Arthur, and Amanda, came to Big Cat Rescue in September of 2011.  
In order to keep the group together, as they have been their entire lives, four existing tiger-sized enclosures were connected 
with chutes.  This expansive area will give them plenty of space to roam and lots of dens, pools, and feeding areas so they 
can each have their own should they not wish to share.

ANDRE     Male Tiger    Born 1/1/96    Arrived 9/28/11

Andre is the friendliest of the three tigers.  He always greets his keepers and guests alike 
with a hefty chuff.  He is easily identified within the group because all four of his canine 
teeth are broken off.  According to his care givers at WAO, when he was rescued in 2003 
he bit the transport cage and broke off all of his canines.  After the incident he did not 
receive any dental care.  Once he arrived at Big Cat Rescue it became a top priority to get 
him and his mates the dental work they required. A specialist in veterinary dental work, 
Dr. Peak, arranged a visit to the sanctuary and performed four root canals on Andre 
which took nearly three hours.  Now that the sensitive nerves have been removed from 
the canine nubs Andre is completely pain free. 

ARTHUR     Male Tiger    Born 1/1/96    Arrived 9/28/11

Arthur is social with his keepers as well, however he keeps his guard up at times.  He 
settled in soon enough as it is hard to resist the charm of the volunteers who bring treats 
to their newest charges.  Arthur loves his brother Andre dearly and the two are often 
found cuddled up in the same den or lounging together in one of their pools. Arthur is 
the dominant tiger in the group and shows off his fierce attitude at dinner time.  We can 
only guess the feeding situation of their previous home, but from they way these three 
tigers act it seems they may have had to fight over food at times.  All three tigers are so 
aggressive when it comes to food they have to be separated.  While each has their own 
feeding lock out that they are fed in, if they are not separated into different enclosures 
as well they will run back and forth through the enclosures to steal one another’s food 

resulting in fights.  Hopefully they will one day understand that food is plentiful here and there is no need for a frenzy when 
it comes to dinner time.   



AMANDA     Female Tiger    Born 1/1/96  Arrived 9/28/11

Amanda is the most timid of the three tigers.  She is very shy and years after her rescue 
will still slink away to hide when people approach her enclosure.  Although at times 
she has the opposite reaction and will charge the side of the enclosure and roar.  It is 
unclear if she is doing this to be aggressive or to get a rise out of her keepers for her own 
entertainment.  The reason it is unclear is if when she charges and roars and the keeper 
stands still and chuffs at her she will chuff back and rub her cheeks and head on the 
side of the enclosure in a friendly manner. Amanda is being worked with often through 
the operant conditioning program to build a trusting relationship between her and her 
keepers.  The operant conditioning program is a critical tool used at the sanctuary to 
ensure the cats in our care are comfortable and happy. By rewarding the simple act of 

approaching an operant trainer to receive a food treat Amanda will overtime begin to associate her human caregivers with a 
positive experience and thus will become more comfortable with her surroundings. 

JNK’S CALL OF THE WILD RESCUE: KEISHA, KIMBA, & ZEUS

JnK’s Call of the Wild was a pseudo sanctuary located in Sinclairville, NY.   The back-yard collection of wild animals 
included lions, tigers, bears, and wolves. While the website proclaimed to be a sanctuary, in fact, all but one of the eleven 
tigers had been born at the facility. The tigers were bred and their offspring used as pay to play props, where the public would 
pay to pet the tigers as cubs. Once the cubs were too big another generation of tiger cubs would be produced.   What we saw 
during the rescue was unimaginable suffering and conditions that clearly threatened everyone in the area. The animals were 
kept in tiny make shift cages with only sharp rocks to walk on, no soft dirt or grass. Some had been de-clawed at some point 
and poorly so resulting in the regrowth of mutated claws.  Each step on these rocks do doubt sent searing pain up through 
their limbs.  Their dens were made of wood that was rotting under piles of feces and pools of urine.  They had no clean water 
to drink and the only food that was offered were decomposing corpses found as road kill including domestic cats. JnK had 
a pile of citations for not allowing inspectors onto the property, but in many cases those citations are considered by the bad 
guys to be far less incriminating than actually answering the gate and letting inspectors see what they are doing. The NY 
state attorney’s office decided to send a message to all of the backyard breeders, dealers and pseudo sanctuaries that they 
would no longer turn a blind eye to the danger that these facilities pose to the public and launched the biggest seizure of wild 
animals in New York’s history.  With the help of IFAW and several sanctuaries 11 tigers, 3 lions, 3 bears, and 2 wolves were 
rescued that day in May of 2014. Big Cat Rescue had gone to NY expecting to bring home four tigers, but one had passed 
away before we got there and no one seemed to know when or how.  The other tiger, who was Keisha and Zeus’ mom, was 
a 20 year old tigress named Kimba.  She was in very poor health and her medical conditions left untreated for so long that 
despite our best efforts we were unable to save her.  Kimba spent her final weeks on earth lounging in absolute comfort, 
dining on quality food and lots of delicious treats, and receiving top notch veterinary care here at Big Cat Rescue.  The worst 
thing about the entire situation in NY was that it is typical of how big cats are treated in America.  You can put an end to that 
by never paying to see or touch a cub.

KEISHA     Female Tiger    Born 5/1/00  Arrived 5/28/14

Keisha was the second generation of tigers born at that facility and some reports state 
than five generations were born there over the years.   Keisha is missing a portion of 
her ear and her entire tail.  JnK volunteers reported that she lost both to two lions that 
shared a common wall with her.  It is unknown if she received veterinary care for these 
injuries or was left that way and luckily survived. All over the compound the bears and 
big cats shared common walls where they could easily reach through and injure or kill 
each other. Despite the first fourteen years of her life being a horrible experience that no 
animal should have had to endure Keisha’s spirit was never broken.  She is full of life 
and very outgoing.  She loves Zeus and once he is neutered we hope to introduce the two.  
One of the top experience with Keisha since her arrival was her very first Thanksgiving 

turkey dinner.  Keepers stood by in awe as Keisha pounced around her enclosure as happy as could be with the big bird in 
her mouth.  She couldn’t decide if she wanted to play with it or eat it so she did both for hours.  Being witness to such joy 
from an animal that has seen so much suffering makes the long hours and hard work all worth while.



ZEUS     Male Tiger    Born 9/1/96  Arrived 5/28/14

According to JnK volunteers, Zeus was the son of the original female, Kimba. He was bred 
back to his mother to create the other nine tigers, including Keisha.  This is commonly 
done on purpose to create white tigers, which are the result of severe inbreeding.  Zeus 
suffered from an eye injury that would later be diagnosed as a luxated lens.  He had 
been this way for over a year and never received any treatment.  Because Zeus was so 
malnourished upon his arrival we could not perform surgery until he had gained some 
weight and his overall health stabilized.  After months of specially prepared diets Zeus 
was finally in a healthy enough state to sedate.  An eye specialist examined his eye and 
discovered that what we thought was his good eye actually had very bad cataracts that 
limited his vision in that eye tremendously.  The eye with the luxated lens had more 

vision, but also had an ulcer on the surface.  The decision was made to repair the ulcer and see if that was the cause of his 
pain.  If his eye continues to be a source of discomfort it will be removed which will essentially blind him. While Zeus’ 
underwent this eye surgery he was also neutered with the hopes that he and Keisha can live with one another.  They both 
seem very interested in the other and pine for each other at the sides of their enclosures.  

KALI     Female Tiger    Born 6/25/00  Arrived 9/6/14

Kali was owned by a man in Georgia who started his own rescue facility in.  While he 
shared many of Big Cat Rescue’s ideals of a sanctuary including no breeding, buying, or 
selling, he did believe in physical interaction with his animals.  Big Cat Rescue takes a 
hands off approach to working with the big cats.  Even though these animals were born 
and raised in captivity they are still wild animals and having close physical interaction 
puts both the people and animals at risk of serious injury.  Overall Kali was well cared 
for.  She had been fed a good diet and had a spacious although barren cage.  Because 
Kali was so well fed she was very difficult to lure into a transport cage.  Her owner did 
not want Kali to be sedated and so he spent weeks trying to get her accustomed to going 
in the transport cage to receive her food.  His patience paid off and the day of the rescue 

Kali loaded up within seconds.  When Kali first arrived she was depressed.  She would spend the entire day sulking from 
atop her platform.  At dinner time she would come down to eat, but would then immediately go right back up to her perch.  
Perhaps she missed her owner and the interactions they shared.  Most of our cats were mistreated before their arrival and are 
happy to find a new home where they are loved and fed a good diet.  Kali had a different experience in that she was cared for, 
and then suddenly was moved away from the only home she had ever known.  A lot of people rescue animals with the best 
intentions, but when life happens they find themselves no longer able to provide for the animals that they have committed 
to.  This was the case with Kali’s owner.  He was going through a bitter divorce and neither him or his wife were able to 
provide sanctuary to the animals that they had rescued.  Thankfully for Kali she will never have to worry about being  moved 
from her home again.  Big Cat Rescue will provide her with a stable and loving home for the rest of her life.  A few weeks 
after her arrival Kali made a complete turn around.  She bounces up to keepers chuffing all the way, plays with her toys and 
enrichment, and loves lounging in the tall soft grass.



So how long does your donation feed a cat? 
 
 

The figures below are the approximate time each donation level provides food, enclosure 
maintenance and routine medical care for the cats of different sizes.  These figures do not 
include labor or other expenses required to operate the sanctuary. 
 
 
Big Cats – Lion and Tiger  
    $25           $50    $100           $250        $500            $1,000   $2,500         $5,000 
.75 days    1.5 days      3 days        8 days       2.5 weeks       5 weeks        3 months     6 months 
 
 
Medium Cats - Cougar, Leopard, Canada and Siberian Lynx 
   $25           $50    $100           $250        $500           $1,000   $2,500          $5,000 
3 days        1 week      2 weeks      5 weeks      10 weeks     4.5 months        1 year          2 years 
 
 
Small Cats - Bobcat, Serval, Caracal, Ocelot  
    $25            $50     $100           $250       $500             $1,000   $2,500         $5,000 
 2 weeks     1 month     2 months    5 months  10 months     20 months        4 years        8 years 
 
 
Tiny Cats - Sand Cat, Geoffrey Cat 
     $25             $50      $100 $250        $500            $1,000   $2,500        $5,000 
 1 month      2 months   4 months  10 months  20 months       3 years           8 years     16 years         
 
The above breakdown is just to give you an idea of how your contribution is helping to care for 
the cats living at Big Cat Rescue.   With more than 100 big cats that call the sanctuary home it 
takes close to one million dollars per year to operate the sanctuary.  Big Cat Rescue receives 
no government funding and relies on donations and tours to cover the cost of care for the cats. 
100% of donations go to the sanctuary because we use no professional fundraisers. We depend 
on generous supporters like you to be able to provide the best quality care possible.  On behalf 
of all of the cats at Big Cat Rescue, thank you for your support.     
    

	  
	  



Sponsorship	  Levels	  &	  Benefits 

	  
$25 BIG CAT BUDDY – KIDS SPONSORSHIP 
1 Kids Tour Pass good for 1 child’s admission on the Kids 
Tour, Child ID kit and activity CD with big cat games and 
puzzles  
 
 
$25 BIG CAT SUPPORTER  
Big Cat Rescue screen saver 
 
 
$50 BIG CAT FRIEND  
Big Cat Rescue screen saver, Donor name and gift 
amount will be listed in an upcoming issue of the Big 
Cat Times, Donor name and gift amount will be listed 
on the donor page of BigCatRescue.org, 1 Day Tour 
Pass good for 1 adult admission on the Day Tour, Big 
Cat Rescue bumper sticker 
 
 
$100 BIG CAT PROTECTOR 
Big Cat Rescue screen saver, Donor name and gift amount 
will be listed in an upcoming issue of the Big Cat Times, 
Donor name and gift amount will be listed on the donor 
page of BigCatRescue.org, 2 Day Tour Passes good for 2 
adult admissions on the Day Tour, Big Cat Rescue bumper 
sticker, 30 personalized big cat mailing labels 
 
 
$250 BIG CAT CONSERVATOR 
Big Cat Rescue screen saver, Donor name and gift amount 
will be listed in an upcoming issue of the Big Cat Times, 
Donor name and gift amount will be listed on the donor 
page of BigCatRescue.org, 2 Day Tour Passes good for 
two adult admissions on the Day Tour, 30 personalized big 
cat mailing labels, 4 Big Cat Rescue photo postcards, 
Big Cat Rescue car magnet, 2 Night Tour Passes good 
for 2 adult admissions on the Night Tour  
 
 
$500 BIG CAT WARRIOR  
Big Cat Rescue screen saver, Donor name and gift amount 
will be listed in an upcoming issue of the Big Cat Times, 
Donor name and gift amount will be listed on the donor 
page of BigCatRescue.org, 4 Day Tour Passes good for 4 
adult admissions on the Day Tour, 60 Personalized big cat 
mailing labels, 4 Big Cat Rescue photo postcards, Big Cat 
Rescue car magnet, 2 Night Tour Passes good for 2 adult 
admissions on the Night Tour, Big Cat Rescue logo t-
shirt, 4”x4” Ceramic plaque with big cat photo and 
donor name displayed on the Donor Recognition Wall 
for one year , 6”x12” Engraved plaque with donor 
name displayed on the tour path for 1 year 
 

 
$1,000 BIG CAT HERO  
Big Cat Rescue screen saver, Donor name and gift amount 
will be listed in an upcoming issue of the Big Cat Times, 
Donor name and gift amount will be listed on the donor 
page of BigCatRescue.org, 6 Day Tour Passes good for 6  
adult admissions on the Day Tour, 60 Personalized big cat 
mailing labels, 4 Big Cat Rescue photo postcards, Big Cat 
Rescue car magnet, 2 Night Tour Passes good for 2 adult 
admissions on the Night Tour, Big Cat Rescue logo t-shirt, 
2 Feeding Tour Passes good for 2 adult admissions on 
the Feeding Tour, 1 Private Tour for up to 10 people, 
6”x6” Ceramic plaque with big cat photo and donor 
name displayed on the Donor Recognition Wall for one 
year, 9”x12” Engraved plaque with donor name 
displayed on the tour path for 1 year 
 
$2,500 BIG CAT CHAMPION  
Big Cat Rescue screen saver, Donor name and gift amount 
will be listed in an upcoming issue of the Big Cat Times, 
Donor name and gift amount will be listed on the donor 
page of BigCatRescue.org, 10 Day Tour Passes good for 
10 adult admissions on the Day Tour, 150 Personalized big 
cat mailing labels, 4 Big Cat Rescue photo postcards, Big 
Cat Rescue car magnet, 2 Night Tour Passes good for 2 
adult admissions on the Night Tour, Big Cat Rescue logo t-
shirt, 2 Feeding Tour Passes good for 2 adult admissions 
on the Feeding Tour, Big Cat Rescue embroidered logo 
hat, 1 Founder Tour for up to 10 people guided by the 
Founder of Big Cat Rescue, 8”x8” Ceramic plaque with 
big cat photo or photo provided by donor and name on 
the Donor Recognition Wall for one year, 12”x12” 
Engraved plaque with big cat photo and donor name 
on the tour path for 1 year 
 
$5,000 KING OF BEASTS  
Big Cat Rescue screen saver, Donor name and gift amount 
will be listed in 4 issues of the Big Cat Times, Donor name 
and gift amount will be listed on the donor page of 
BigCatRescue.org, 20 Day Tour Passes good for 20 adult 
admissions on the Day Tour, 150 Personalized big cat 
mailing labels, 4 Big Cat Rescue photo postcards, Big Cat 
Rescue car magnet, 2 Night Tour Passes good for 2 adult 
admissions on the Night Tour, Big Cat Rescue logo t-shirt, 
2 Feeding Tour Passes good for 2 adult admissions on the 
Feeding Tour, Big Cat Rescue embroidered logo hat, 2 
Founder Tours for up to 10 people guided by the 
Founder of Big Cat Rescue, 2 Keeper Tour Passes 
good for 2 adult admissions on the Keeper Tour, 
12”x12” Ceramic plaque with big cat photo or photo 
provided by donor and name on the Donor Recognition 
Wall for one year, 18”x24” Free standing color plaque 
with big cat photo and donor name displayed on the 
tour path for 1 year 


