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Project Overview

The secretive and retiring Black footed Cat is the rarest of the African felids, listed in
the IUCN Red list as vulnerable. In the larger part of their range they are protected, but
hunting them is prohibited only in Botswana and South Africa. The total effective
population size is less than 10,000 mature breeding individuals. Due to loss of its prey
base through habitat degradation by overgrazing, indirect persecution by poisoning and
predator control, the population is declining.
The Black-footed cat Working Group has the goal of furthering awareness and
research for this rare cat, bringing together multidisciplinary expertise on the species
biology. In 2008 the Black footed cat working group was formed to publish and share
their findings. The group consists of 7 biologists and veterinarians and acts as a central
information source for the species.
With 24 years running, it is one of the longest running small cat projects. More than 60
cats have been caught and collared over 100 times and what is known today about the
species has been found during this field study in South Africa. The study collects data
on the ecology of the species, like home range sizes, home range usage, social
organisation, food habits but also mortality, longevity, dispersal and reproduction of the
population. The cats are captured using both netting and live trapping techniques.
Once caught they are anesthetized and covered too with a blanket to shield them from
light and sounds. Upon immobilization all cats are measured, weighed, examined for
general body condition, parasites, and when possible blood is drawn. After fitting a
small radio collar, the cats are placed in a safe area for recovery. All captured cats are
released back into a den close to their capture location.

Website

http://www.black-footed-cat.wild-cat.org

