
 

Organization Sri Lanka Wildlife Conservation Society 

Project Location Sri Lanka 

Species Leopard, rusty-spotted cat, fishing cat, jungle cat 

Project Overview The Sri Lanka Wildlife Conservation Society (SLWCS)  is a non-governmental 
organization committed to developing sustainable models for wildlife conservation in Sri 
Lanka. SLWCS aims to develop practical solutions that mitigate human-wildlife conflict, 
environmental damage, climate change, biodiversity loss and rural poverty issues. All of 
these are intertwined and must be addressed simultaneously to achieve lasting and 
meaningful conservation.  

SLWCS has partnered with the Society for the Preservation of Endangered Carnivores 
& their International Ecological Study, to uncover the world of Sri Lanka’s medium-large 
carnivore communities. Work is currently underway to evaluate the status of seven 
carnivore species, including one greater and 3 smaller felines, the leopard, 
rusty-spotted cat, fishing cat and jungle cat.  

The teams work includes updating the population and conservation status of the Sri 
Lankan Leopard, an IUCN “Endangered” species and thus a high priority species for 
conservation in the country. Compared to other Leopard species in Asia and Africa, the 
Sri Lankan Leopard has been subject to few rigorous surveys and field investigations.  

With urban and agricultural development pressure advancing more rapidly in Sri Lanka, 
the need to know more about the threats faced by the islands carnivore populations is 
more urgent than it has ever been. The more learned about the ecological requirements 
of these carnivores, like the Sri Lankan Leopard, for example, one of the islands largest 
terrestrial predators, the more effective the development of conservation strategies 
used to create and connect protected areas. Similarly, smaller carnivores like fishing 
cats and rusty-spotted cats can also serve as flagship species for the protection of 
sensitive habitats, such as the country’s numerous reservoirs and coastal mangrove 
wetlands, or indicate a decline in ecological health. 

Website https://www.slwcs.org/carnivore-project 
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SLWCS staff setting up remote camera traps  


