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Aside
from
our
weather
preparations we are amidst
construction of two additional
bobcat rehab enclsoures and
overhauling a building that will be
utilized as a recovery hospital for
orphaned and injured bobcats.
There are currently seven bobcats
being rehabilitated, which is the
most we have ever had at the
same time. Read some of their
rescue stories in this issue and
stay tuned for upcoming issues to
receive updates on their care and
releases.

We recently welcomed in a new
rescue, Hutch the serval, and
are working with authorities in
Guatemala to take in and place
several big cats that are being
freed from circus life. Cats aren't
We are gearing up for a very the only ones that are new around
wet and stormy summer ahead. here. Three new staff members
Water pumps and generators have joined the Big Cat Rescue
are on stand by, our onsite fuel team.
tank is full, piles of fill dirt are at
the ready, and we have plenty of There is some very exciting news
flashlights and batteries. Thanks about Amur leopards in the wild
to the outflow of support we are on page 20 and a special update
able to prepare for and manage on S.P.E.C.I.E.S' Trinidad Ocelot
project which was funded in part
flooding and power failures.
by our Wildcat Walkabout on
page 21. It is only possible thanks
to wonderful donors like you that
save these wild cats and the wild
places they live, so thank you!
Hurricane season is upon us and
just days before its start we were
brushed with Subtropical Storm
Alberto drenching us with record
rainfall for the month of May.

Speaking
of
the
Wildcat
Walkabout, be sure to reserve
your tickets soon. This event
is hugely popular and sells out
every year. Get the details on the
back cover of this issue.
There is so much more to read in
this issue of the Big Cat Times, so
go ahead, dig your claws in and
devour it!
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Big Cat Rescue, one of
the world’s most effective
accredited sanctuaries for
exotic cats, is a leading
advocate in ending the abuse
of captive big cats and saving
wild cats from extinction. We
are home to over 60 lions,
tigers,
bobcats,
cougars,
servals and other species of
exotic cats, most of whom
have
been
abandoned,
abused, orphaned, saved
from the fur trade, or retired
from performing acts.
The sanctuary, located on 67
acres in the Citrus Park area of
north Tampa, was founded in
1992 and is a 501c3 charity.
Big Cat Rescue is accredited
by the Global Federation
of Sanctuaries, certified by
Independent Charities of
America as a “Best in America
Charity,” rated 4 Stars by
Charity Navigator, and is part
of a global coalition including
HSUS, IFAW, WWF, GFAS,
Born Free USA and other
animal protection groups
working together to end big
cat abuse.
Read more about Big Cat
Rescue and the cats who call it
home at BigCatRescue.org
Tour Info:
BigCatRescue.org/Tickets

BCR TO AID IN RESCUE
OF BIG CATS FREED FROM
CIRCUSES OF GUATEMALA

HELP US GET
FROM HERE

BY CAROLE BASKIN, BCR FOUNDER & CEO

In July 2008 Alejandra Estrada and Ana Maldonado shared photos
with us of the abusive Rey Gitano Circus in Guatemala and asked if
there was anything Big Cat Rescue could do. In addition the circus
was sending cats they couldn’t use to a local ill equipped zoo.
All we could do was ask people to get involved politically to end
abuse like circuses, zoos and private possession. We posted the
photos at bigcatrescue.org/circus-rey-gitano/ to help raise
awareness. We said we would provide a permanent home to the
big cats if they could get the circus and zoo to relinquish them and
if they could secure the export permits on their end.
7 years later, in 2015 Edson Flores wrote us saying, “Hi, I work at
the National Council of Protected Areas (CONAP) in Guatemala
City. CONAP is the nation's lead agency responsible for CITES
(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora) in Guatemala... We have a male lion about a year
old and a male bobcat (age unknown). We wish to move both felines
to BCR as a final destination.” We said we would take the cats if
they could get the permitting started on their end which is required
by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to move forward.

A pair of lions await their rescue in Guatemala

Temporary cages under construction at Antigua Exotic

3 years later, on Feb. 14, 2018 Ronnie Espino, Coordinator for the
Animal Welfare Unit of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food
in Guatemala wrote asking if we would help by taking big cats who
would be displaced by the new law banning circuses that use wild
animals. Again, we said we would. We were later contacted by the
animal rescue group we had originally corresponded with 10 years
prior, who said it was our video that they showed to Guatemala’s
congress that convinced them to ban wild animal circuses:
youtu.be/wHeBHkPzXQE
On Feb. 21st fearing that there might not be anyone there who
could get the permitting started, I reached out to ADI (Animal
Defenders International), Tigers in America and HSI (Humane Society
International), saying “I just got a call from a man in Guatemala who
said the government is going to euthanize 17 tigers who were in a
circus. We could take a couple, but it's a year of red tape to get
them here. Do you guys have anyone working on this?”
On Feb. 22nd ADI said they had someone in country looking
into it. A LOT of emails flew back and forth as ADI came up with
estimates for building a temporary camp (est. $56,000) and caring
for the cats during the export process (est. $160,000). ADI and
Big Cat Rescue began fundraising on March 16th and we let our

TO HERE
DONATE AT:
BIGCATRESCUE.ORG/CIRCUS-REY-GITANO/
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hope to avoid a drawn out fight to
free an estimated 50-70 big cats.
Here is a list of just a few of the
funding needs to help rescue these
big cats:
- Security fence $6,000 - 10,000

Lions and tigers await their rescue
from the Guatemalan circuses

supporters know they could donate
at BigCatRescue.org/circusban or
they could do Facebook fundraisers
for Big Cat Rescue in April and we
would earmark all of those for the
circus rescue project.
I found the sanctuary called Antigua
Exotic in Guatemala, where the
government approved the cats to be
held, on Facebook and reached out
to them. I spoke with Liam, a man
who had been there and thought the
world of the place and he introduced
me to the owner’s son Danny, who
has since been our contact there.
So far we have sent $10,000 to
Antigua Exotic for the construction of
temporary cages to house the circus
cats, to insure the cats have access
to water, and to upgrade electricity
to power more freezers. We have
currently raised more than $20,000
thanks to you and will be sending
money as the project progresses.

ADI was able to contract with the
government (UBA & CONAP) and
Antigua Exotic on May 12th to
manage the daily care, veterinary
needs and preparations for export.
CONAP says the camp we are
funding will become a permanent
rescue center for wild animals that
are seized by the government,
or who come there for rehab and
release; such as jaguar and ocelots.
ADI is asking the sanctuaries who
have said they will take these cats
to send funds for “their” cats during
the transition.
The Navarro Circus agreed to allow
ADI to take their 3 lions to the camp
with the final destination being ADI’s
new sanctuary in South Africa. ADI
then began working with the Ponce
Circus to have their cats come to
the temporary holding facility next.
Two of the circuses are mounting
a resistance to the new ban, but
negotiations are ongoing and we

A load of wire arrives at the temporary
camp that will house rescued lions and tigers
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- Cages big enough for families of
cats w/ separate shift areas for each
- 10-13 temporary shift cages about
$1,000 per cat
- Road in and out across a ravine for
the transport trailers
- Security motion detector lights
- Transport cages to relocate the cats
from the circuses to the camp
- Air transport crates $1,200 each
and flight to US $2000-4,000/cat
If prices aren’t listed it’s because
we don’t have estimates yet and
the initial work of building cages to
house the first cats has been priority.
We expect that 3 - 4 cats, most likely
tigers, will be coming to Big Cat
Rescue, but we are helping to make
it possible for all of the circus cats to
have a safe place to stay where they
will be fed, given enrichment and be
provided with vet care during this
long export process.
Thank you for being part of what
could turn out to be the biggest
rescue mission of its kind!
Cage construction at Antigua Exotic

GIVE DAY FUNDS BOBCAT REHAB

EXPANSION & GUATEMALA RESCUE
BY HOWARD BASKIN, BCR TREASURER

With the help of an amazing $75,000 in matching funds
and 900 wonderful supporters, we raised a total of
$181,369 on Give Day, far exceeding our goal! We had
more than twice as many donors as the #2 nonprofit in
the donor count contest and we raised more total funds
than any other nonprofit.

Skipper's cramped dirty cage in Kansas

BCT COVER CAT
RESCUE STORY:

SKIPPER LYNX

Skipper’s is estimated to be 11 years old. He had been
purchased along with Gilligan at an auction before
being rescued years later by Big Cat Rescue.
FL bobcat caught in a fence released following his recovery

These funds will cover the cost of the two new bobcat
rehab enclosures as well as a substantial portion of the
lifetime care we expect to provide to the tigers from
Guatemala.
Special thanks to our incredibly generous matching
grant donors: Harry & Debra Stonecipher, Larry & Pam
Trissel, Fields Galley Private Foundation, Pilot Bank and
one who preferred to be anonymous. Their generosity
in matching the donations of our many other supporters
was a HUGE part of the success of this wonderful day!
As to the amazing flow of support from the 900 friends
of the cats who rose to the occasion and donated for
Give Day, what can we say?

YOU ROCK!!
Hoover, rescued from a circus in Peru,
explored his new home at Big Cat Rescue

Skipper was rescued along with Gilligan, another Canada
lynx, Mr. Howell, Lovey, and Mary Ann the bobcats and
Ginger the serval. These six cats were confiscated by
Kansas' Atchison County Sheriff's Department due to
the severe neglect for their care.
In Kansas Skipper had the largest cage measuring
about 5' x 30'. He had a small plastic dog house and
a plastic shelf precariously attached to the side of his
cage. When we arrived a large rabbit carcass lay rotting
in the corner and the entire cage was filthy with feces
lying everywhere and urine soaked straw.
On arrival at BCR Skipper was the first of the cats to
exit his crate and begin exploring his new enclosure.
He cautiously stepped into his enclosure while looking
all around at all of the new sights. After a few steps he
turned and looked at the Big Cat Rescuers who had just
released him from his crate and then took a few big
stretches before moving on and investigating every last
nook and cranny of his new home.

Skipper's new lush home at Big Cat Rescue
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BCR WELCOMES
3 NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Big Cat Rescue has two volunteer
departments, the Keeper department
and the Partner department. Keeper
volunteers clean enclosures, feed
the cats, and participate in our
enrichment and operant training
programs to provide the best quality
of life possible for our residents.
The Partner department is critical to
funding that care and educating the
public about our mission by giving
tours, operating the gift shop, and
showing appreciation to our donors.

and loves to help out in any way
possible. She loved to help guests
and found her calling in engaging
their interest and support. When
the Director of Donor Appreciation
position became available we knew
it would be a perfect fit. Barbara
keeps our existing donors engaged
with special updates regarding their
favorite cats as well as keeping them
posted on new rescues and projects
at the sanctuary. She also develops
and fosters relationships with new
donors to ensure ongoing financial
security for the big cats who call Big
Cat Rescue home.
Congrats to Aleesa Salcido! Aleesa
started her first internship at Big
Cat Rescue in January of 2017.
She quickly fell in love with the
sanctuary and the cats and went on
to complete 4 levels of internship
spanning 12 months. It was obvious
that Aleesa had a great passion for
ensuring the cats were well cared
for and an interest in everything that
goes into running a successful rescue
organization above and beyond the
daily care of the animals.

Barbara Nicholas moved to Tampa
from Ohio and became a Big Cat
Rescuer in November of 2015 where
she served as a Partner volunteer.
Partner volunteers are essential to
Big Cat Rescue. They are the first
ones to greet guests and ensure they
have the best possible experience.
Partners also aid in keeping the gift
shop stocked, writing and sending
thank you cards to donors, guiding
and backing up tours, and mentoring
new volunteers and interns.
Barbara is an exemplary example
of what a Partner volunteer truly is

We are so pleased to have Aleesa
join the BCR team as our new Gift
Shop Manager. This position is
multi-faceted from running the shop,
seeking out fresh new products,
and training our newest volunteers
and interns! In addition, Aleesa is a
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Senior Keeper volunteer as well as a
member of our Bobcat Rehab Team.
Welcome Brittany Mira! Brittany and
her husband Mark moved to Florida
from Ohio to follow their passion
for great weather and helping wild
animals. Brittany first discovered Big
Cat Rescue on YouTube and fell in
love with Joseph the lion.
Brittany
and
Mark
began
volunteering in 2015 and are truly
dedicated to the cats as well as the
cause. This dynamic duo will be
celebrating their 3 year anniversary
as Big Cat Rescuers this summer.

We are so proud of both of them
and very excited to have Brittany
joining our team as a staff member.
Brittany’s role will be experimenting
with growing our online sales and
dropshipping business to help
raise funds for the daily care of the
cats while easing the burden on
our limited gift shop staff. She will
also be expanding our Instagram,
SnapChat, and Facebook live
presence to spread awareness and
advocacy with the message that big
cats belong in the wild, not cages.

NEW DENTAL XRAY
FOR THE BIG CATS

the same that you would see at your average veterinary
practice where you take your pet cat or dog. These
x-ray systems are designed to take images of smaller
mouths. When it comes to lions and tigers a much
bigger unit is required.
When our vet team examines a cat for any reason they
will take note of any teeth that look bad. Sometimes
teeth can look good on the surface, but only an x-ray will
reveal what is really going on. In the past our vets would
have to make their best guess as to what teeth may
be affected and then schedule with a dental specialist
to come onsite to take x-rays and repair or extract any
damaged teeth. This is not ideal as it means we must
capture and sedate the big cat for a 2nd procedure.

One of the most common issues that our vet team faces
with our large population of geriatric cats is dental
disease. Some cats are genetically predisposed to
having bad teeth and others are a result of poor nutrition
in their lives prior to being rescued.
Keepers are often the first to take note of a cat having
a dental problem. The cat may not be as anxious to
eat or may favor one side of its mouth when chewing.
These observations are logged into an online database
and automatic notifications are simultaneously shared
with our staff and veterinarians.
So far this year six of our smaller cats have had dental
procedures to extract bad teeth. The equipment we
use to take x-rays of their teeth for their initial exam is

ENRICHMENT

CABIN MAKEOVER
Big Cat Rescue offers a variety of
tours each showcasing different
aspects of the sanctuary. On the
Day Tour guests walk the sanctuary
guided by one of our volunteers or
interns while listening to the rescue
stories of our resident wild cats. The
Feeding Tour is a chance for visitors
to see a selection of the big cats being
fed their breakfast while learning
about their diets both in captivity
and in the wild as well as interesting

Thanks to last
year’s
annual
appeal we were
finally able to
purchase
a
dental x-ray for
the big cats! We
can take x-rays at
the initial exam
and
address
any issues that
can be handled
without outside
support.
This
is a big deal
because overall it will mean less sedations for the
cats and will allow our vet team to address any dental
problems much more quickly. A ROARING THANKS
to everyone who supported this fundraising effort!

facts about their hunting techniques. opening of our new Enrichment
The Keeper Tour is a very unique Cabin thanks to our hard working
experience that gives guests the staff and volunteers. This space
opportunity to create enrichment will be utilized by our Keeper Tour
and then watch as keepers give guests to make fun enrichment items
their specially made toys to the cats. for the cats!
As an added
bonus keepers Special thanks to the Holleys, Gale, & Victor for rennovating this space!
demonstrate
operant training
with some of
the big and little
cats.
We are
excited
announce

very
to
the
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BOBCAT REHABILITATION PROGRAM UPDATES
NOEL & HER CHRISTMAS MIRACLE
Noel suffered 3 broken bones, 2
in her right front leg and 1 in her
right rear leg. Life saving surgery
has given her a second chance.

Dr. Boorstein installs permanent hardware to
stabilize the fractures and allow them time to heal.

Noel was discovered injured along the side of the road
in Apopka, FL. Concerned passersby called the Sheriff's
Department and reported the bobcat when they first
spotted her around 3 PM on Christmas Day. They were
distraught when traveling past the same location six
hours later to find the bobcat still suffering and waiting
for help to arrive. These Good Samaritans sprang into
action and called every rehab or rescue facility they
could think of to get this poor bobcat the help she
desperately needed.

Noel was examined later that evening by Dr. Boorstein.
Her prognosis was poor. Noel had suffered multiple
broken bones affecting her right front leg as well as her
right back leg. Not only was she incapacitated on an
entire side of her body, but the breaks were in difficult
to repair locations.
Thankfully Dr. Boorstein agreed to give it a try and Noel
was transported to the The Humane Society of Tampa
Bay the following morning for surgery. The repairs took
hours and in the end were successful. Noel had crossed
her first hurdle of many to come.

Dr. Boorstein and team prepare Noel for
surgery at the Humane Society of Tampa Bay

Thankfully they finally reached someone who could
help. Animal rescuer Christin Burford arrived on the
scene and captured the bobcat. She spent the next
morning trying to find a rehabber that could provide the
young adult bobcat with the care she needed. Finally
she came across Big Cat Rescue and Founder Carole
Baskin hit the road to collect the injured bobcat.

For the next two months Noel recovered in a small
enclosure inside our Cat Hospital. Her activity had to be
minimized to give the repaired bones the best chance
of healing. This can be quite tricky with a wild animal as
their natural instincts are to escape confinement. Noel
was a fairly good patient overall.
Noel has continued her rehabilitation over the past
three months in one of our 4,600 square foot rehab
enclosures outdoors. She has been doing exceptional
and has even been seen running from one end of the
enclosure to the other spanning a distance of 240 feet!
X-rays show 2 broken bones
in the front right leg and1 in
the rear just below the knee
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We are so happy Dr. Boorstein
was able to save this beautiful
girl and are beside ourselves
with excitement planning her
upcoming release.

ABANDONED BOBCAT FINDS LOVING
CARE IN BCR'S REHAB PROGRAM
Aphrodite
was
abandoned at the
gates of a nearby
rehab facility on
Valentine’s
Day.
She is estimated to
be approximately
a year old. She was
very thin, loaded
with
parasites
commonly found
in native bobcats,
and was generally
stunned. We have
seen this with
Aphrodite looks stunned
other bobcats that
when she first arrived.
have suffered from
head on impacts
with cars. Sometimes the collision results in permanent
brain damage and other times the effects fade away
and the bobcat returns to its normal senses.
The facility who took Aphrodite in does not rehabilitate
bobcats and turned to Big Cat Rescue for assistance.

LUCK OF THE IRISH BONDS 3 BOBCATS
On March 8th Big Cat Rescuers were called to the scene
of an injured bobcat in Parrish, FL. The bobcat had
been hit by a car and was languishing on the side of the
road. A Sheriff's Deputy stood watch over the bobcat
until help could arrive. Big Cat Rescuers rushed to the
aid of the bobcat, but the accident was more than an
hours drive away.
As the deputy waited he tried contacting several other
rescue groups in hopes to find help for the bobcat
sooner. Luckily rehabber Damen Hurd of Wildlife Inc.
was nearby and was able to get to the bobcat just
minutes before our arrival and transported him to a
nearby emergency clinic. Sadly, while in intensive care
the bobcat passed away in the early morning hours as a
result of his injuries.
While everyone involved was heartbroken over the
loss of this beautiful wildcat, the rescue efforts led to
a beautiful partnership between Big Cat Rescue and
Wildlife Inc. Going forward we have agreed to contact
one another when bobcat calls are received within each
of our own territories, thus getting care to bobcats in
need quickly.
It also happened that Wildlife Inc. had recently rescued
a young bobcat kitten and were looking for a rehab
facility to provide ongoing care to the bobcat until she
was old enough for release. We were happy to provide
placement for this little girl who was named Shamrock
in celebration of upcoming Saint Patrick’s Day.
Shamrock was a single orphan, but
will soon have two foster siblings.

Aphrodite peers from the den in the rehab enclosure.

A few days after her arrival Aphrodite started becoming
more and more aware of her surroundings and was
reverting to her wild disposition. She is being monitored
closely while in the rehab program to ensure that she
regains all of her natural instincts that she will depend
on for survival.
So far her chances for release are promising. She hides
when her keepers approach and needed no training for
taking down live prey. She was efficient and skilled.

Shamrock was approximately 3 months old when she
arrived at Big Cat Rescue. She had been separated from
her mother and was found by a group of concerned
citizens. Rehabber Damen Hurd of Wildlife Inc. rescued
the kitten and searched for the mother in hopes to
reunite the family. Mother bobcats often leave their
young at the den site while they are away hunting for
food. If they return and their kittens are gone they will
call out relentlessly in an effort to find them. In some
cases a bobcat kitten can be reunited with the mother
BIG CAT TIMES - SUMMER 2018 - CATLAWS.COM 9

if the calls are heard and there is a safe place
to leave the kitten while observing from afar for
the mother’s return. However, in this particular
instance the mother was nowhere to be found.
Shamrock will be rehabilitated here at Big Cat
Rescue until she is old enough to survive on
her own in the wild. In addition, we hope to
introduce her to a pair of bobcat kittens that
are a few months older. Whenever possible we
try to pair bobcat orphans so they can learn
from one another the skills that they will need
for survival and so that they can support each
other in the days, weeks, or months following
their release.

BOBCAT HOSPITAL
RENOVATIONS UNDERWAY
Our Bobcat Rehabilitation Program has grown in leaps and
bounds as law enforcement, animal control and rescuers across
the state have become familiar with our state of the art rehab
enclosures and rehabilitation protocols. In 2016 the construction
of four 4,600 square foot enclosures encompassing natural
Florida habitat was underway. Soon after completion they were
filled with orphaned and injured bobcats.
Bobcats that have been orphaned or injured are rescued, given
the specialized care they need to recover, and are rehabilitated
for release back into the wild. The most extreme rescue cases
are bobcats that have suffered broken limbs due to car collisions.
Thanks to Dr. Boorstein who repairs these broken bones with
plates, pins, wire, and screws these bobcats are given a second
chance at their right to a wild existence.

Lucky (left) and Clover (right) are always right by each other's side

Lucky and Clover, male and female bobcats,
were found orphaned in Jupiter, FL when they
were just 4 weeks old. The emaciated kittens
were taken in by Busch Wildlife Sanctuary and
provided initial care. These two kittens would
need extensive training and long term care
until they would be old enough for release.
Busch Wildlife Sanctuary contacted Big Cat
Rescue in hopes that we would be able to
provide Lucky and Clover with that opportunity.
We gladly accepted and the pair were moved
in to the enclosure next door to Shamrock.
We are currently in the process of introducing
Lucky and Clover
to Shamrock so the
trio can continue
their rehab journey
together. So far we
have started with
Clover and Shamrock
and the two have
really hit it off. This
is very exciting news!
Stay tuned for our next
issue for an update on Shamrock and Clover's
how the introduction introduction went very well,
of Lucky goes...
the two are always together.
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Bobcats that have undergone these intense surgeries require
months of recovery indoors in a confined space allowing for
their bones to heal. This has become difficult to accommodate
as our recovery hospital is very small and can only house two
smaller cats comfortably. As a result we have to schedule the
veterinary care of our permanent residents around the space
available. When one of our resident cats has a dental procedure
they can be hospitalized for days after for observation. Surgical
patients require weeks of indoor care.
Due to increasing development putting endless territorial
pressure on our native wildcats, we see no end to the number
of bobcats that will need our help. Thanks to the funds raised
by Give Day ‘17 we were able to purchase a building that will
be our onsite Bobcat Recovery Hospital. Located in a quiet and
secluded area near our rehab enclosures it will house bobcats
that are recovering from surgery or young orphans.
Plans are underway to transform this empty space into a
customized recovery area. Some rooms will be transformed
into large enclosures, other rooms will be utilized as nurseries.
Currently the building is being painted inside, the floor is being
reinforced and lighting installed. Stay tuned for an update in our
next issue for how the Bobcat Recovery Hospital is progressing.

ROARING THANKS TO OUR AUTOMATIC SUSTAINING DONORS!
Supporters who make their donations by monthly, quarterly or annual automatic donations from their bank account
or credit card become members of our Sustaining Donor Society. For donors, this method of contributing has two
advantages. First, it saves the time it takes to write checks or go online repeatedly to donate. Second, it conveniently
spreads the donations out across the year for those who choose the monthly option. For the sanctuary, these
donations are particularly helpful because it allows us to better plan our cash flow to care for the cats and process
donations at the lowest cost. These automated donations can be changed or discontinued at any time. Members of
our Sustaining Donor Society receive special recognition on our website, in the Big Cat Times, and on a sign in our
tour waiting area. You can set up an automated donation by emailing finance@bigcatrescue.org or to use a credit
card click the Give Now buttonon our website, then on the donation box select the frequency of the donation.

ON BEHALF OF THE CATS, THANK YOU!
This list is maintained manually, so if you make regular automatic donations and are not listed,
Please accept our apologies and email Finance@bigcatrescue.org so we can correct the list.

Mavis Ainsleigh
Susan Al-Abed
Michele Alexander
Yaqueline Alvarado
Cathy Amato
Malin Andersson
Kathleen Andrews
Rob Armour
Nicole Babyak
Janine Barker
Joseph Barletta
Michael Bassford
Kristopher Bayer
Steve Becker
Karen Belanger
Nancy Bellamy
Dorothy Bench
Shelby Beringer
Cynthia Bienvenue
Susan Bittmann
Jennifer Blackwell
Jeffrey & Sabri Blumberg
Ilse Bohm
Kerry Bowers
Amy Bown
Connie Bratten
Suzanne Bring
Inez Brinkley
Erin Brooks
Basdaye Broom
Katherine Brophy
Frances Brown
Ellie Bryant
Donald & Lynn Bush
Karen Cappitelli
Linda Carter
Steven Carter
Alice Cascorbi
Efe Cetin
Diane Chase
Andrea Chempinski
Dennis Choolburra
Terry Clements
Denise Cole
Florence Colomb
Elizabeth Conklin
Julieann Cook
Laurin Copen
Julie Costanten
Georgia Cowan
Alanna Crawford
Ana Cruz
Ronald Cruz
Kevin & Jane Curran
Sandra Curry
Jacqueline Czernecki

Elizabeth Daniels
Jenniviere Daniels
Llora Darrah
Laura Daugherty
Cheryl K. Davis
Beth Dayan
David De Lyser
Frederick Debeauffort
Dana Densmore
Michael Desylvia
Jeff Dillon
Michele R. Dimaggio
Juliet Dodd-O
Victoria Doherty-Bone
Christina Domalakes
Fernando Dominguez
Susan Dooley
Barbara Drake
Paula Drechsler
Alex Drugos
Paul Dufour
Quincy Dunker
Daniel Ely
Charlene Erdman
Carmen Evangelista
Katherine Eversole
Lina Faller
Christina Farah
Carol Farber
Patti Faucheaux
Angelica Ferguson
Judy Fernandes
Elena Ferrer-Westrop
Gary Fisher
Cay Fitzgerald
Erin Fitzgibbon
Donna Fontaine
Sam & Carl Foster
Michaela Fritz
Mary Ann Fuller
Jeanine Fultz
Cheryl Fuson
Nicole Gammon
Felicia Gardella
Pat Gaspar
Dagmar Gatell
Kerry Beth Gilbert
James Godshalk
Mary Golden
Susan Gotta
Joan Gove
Jeffrey Grant
Bonnie Graunke
Marjorie Ann Green
Alexian Gregory
Debra Greinke

Toni Gresham
Renee Grimmet
Debra Grosso
Renee Gucciardo
Laurie Gutstein
Rina H.
Nancy Hamilton
Laura Harding
Steven & Anne Harrison
Michele Hart
Barbara M. Harvey
Arlene Hazelrigg
Marion Hellthaler
Paula Heming
Lorelei Hickman
Tyler Hienkel
Maribeth Higgins
Susan Higgins
Jennifer Hillman
Kristen Hines
Monica Hoagland
Robert Holdredge
Leslie Homan
Yvonne Homan
Jeremiah Hubbell
Toni Imfeld
Ivan Iverson
Kathryn Ives
Paul Jackson
Rosemary Jarrett
Jette Lykke Jensen
Sara Jouin-Nash
Janani Julta
Alice Kachman
Judy Kane
Marie Kaplan
Sali Katz
Kevin Kearney
Robert Keiser
Amy Kennedy
Catharine Kennedy
Chimene Kesserwan
Jeena Khan
Margaret Kinderman
Edwina King
Lila King
Terence King
Stephen Kolodny
Barbara Korbler
Anna Kovaleva
Deborah Krapf
Joan R. Labow
Teresa L. Lake
Jeff Laridis
Jacqueline Lashinsky
Rebecca Lawrence

Maria Lease
Sophie Leboissard
Meghan Lebrun
Mary Lecavalier
Carole Lee
Jennifer Lemecha
Elizabeth Lewis
Susan Lewis
Sally Lively
James Loebell
Ann Loreman
Caeley Lorincz
Alan & Suzanne Lucas
Gail Lutsch
Thomas Malloch
Rachel Martin
Sean Martineau
Joe Martini
Samantha McCray
Angela McLean
Jill McQuaid
Debi McRoberts
Mark Menning
Kristine Merrill
Joan Mettler
Joseph Michell
Jacqueline Mikiten
Noah Miklas
Lydia Mills
Lisa Minich
Michele Mizell
Brenda Moen
Kathleen Moffitt
Lia Moniz
Fred Morales
Donna Morelli
Steven Morgan
Kristine Moses
Sandy Mostek
Katie Mullins
Amanda Murdoch
Chace Murphy
Carol-Ann Myers
Kathleen Nagle
Lisa Nance
Nicole Naser
Michael Neblock
David Nugent
Jacqueline Nuttall
Marguerite Nutter
Dennis O'Connell
Lynn O'Donnell
Saranne Oberman
Barbara A. Okvist
Maureen Olati
Linda Olexa

Carol Olson
Renee Orander
Yayoi Ota
Katrina Ours
Kristin Ownby
Anthony Page
Valerie Palen
John Palmer
Stephanie Palmer
Victoria Parisio
Andrea Passini
Judith Paterson
Greg Pennington
Eric Peper
Patricia Perkins
David Peterson
John Peterson
Donna Pickering
Tanya Pierce
Cathy Pollock
Melinda Poss
William Price
Debra Quimby
Sonia Radford
Mychelle Raisbeck
Deanna Raney
Alice Raum
Karla Rengifo Gaviola
Daphne A. Rice
Julie Richardt
Stephen Rider
Charles Rignall
Ellen Rock
Marlene Russell
Valerie Ryan
Marilyn Salazar
Mary Salzman
Rosa Sandoval
Frances Sartori
Jennifer Schmid
Linda Schwartz
Rafael Shamilov
Chelsea Sharma
Varun Sharma
Maritza Shaughnessy
Wendy Sherman
Helen Shino
Kelly Shortridge
Joan Silaco
Robbin Simi
Ellen Simmons
Lisa & Stuart Simmons
Arnold Smith
Deborah Smith
Gilda Smith
Pamela Smith

Charlotte Smucker
Elisa Soto
Suzanne E Sparks
Lisa Spencer Novak
Rosemarie Stadelmlan
Anne Steele
Casey Stelmach
Heather Stone-Gaudet
Joanne Sturgeon
Jaime Tafoya
Kathleen Tagliaferri
Koren Taylor
Sabrina Taylor
Traci Teel
Karen Thomas
Margaret Thompson
Mark Thompson
Catherine Traversone
Debbie Turrill
Lorene Tutell
Darlene Valdez
Gio Valiante
Lyn Velenosi
Alexis Volpe
Michael Von
Schlehenried
Catherine Walter
Becky Wang
Wendy Washburn
Adria Weatherbee
Audra Webb
Joann Weiss
Jennifer Wellins
Ma Wenjie
Al White
Cynthia Whitehouse
Donna Whitlock
Heather Wickless
Mary Wilcox
Nancy Wilder
Esther Williams
Jo Ann Williams
Melinda Wilson
Kathleen Wolfe
William Woods
Rhonda Work
Miki Yamada
Stacy Yarbrough
Thomas Yarger
Barbara Yonkers
Ann Zaharis
Nancy Zappala
Dennis Zauszniewski
Kim Zittle
Dave Zunac
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CONSERVATION

the presence of people and livestock
throughout the region.

PROJECTS FUNDED IN

In recent years Laikipia’s lions
have faced increased danger;
unprecedented numbers of livestock
and people threaten the viability of
the area for lions. Large numbers
of poorly defended livestock have
resulted in the lion seeking out and
taking easy prey.

HONOR OF OUTSTANDING

VOLUNTEERS

Congratulations to the following
Big Cat Rescuers who have been
recognized for their outstanding
commitment to the mission of Big
Cat Rescue. In honor of this service
they were each presented with the
SAVE award. The SAVE award is a
$1,000 donation made by Big Cat
Rescue towards wild cat conservation
in honor of the recipient.

Lion Landscapes is a non profit
organization dedicated to lion
conservation in Africa. The Laikipia
and Samburu region of Kenya
supports the 3rd largest lion
population in the country, despite

lionlandscapes.org/collaringfor-coexistence

Research has shown that livestock
depredation behavior in lions, once
learned, is a long term problem that
is difficult to resolve. An alarming
number of Laikipia’s lions have
developed a dangerous habit which
in turn may cost them their lives.
In an effort to work with locals
researchers are collaring and
monitoring lion movements, and
giving livestock owners access to
real time lion movement data. This
allows livestock owners to take
proactive measures to steer their
livestock away from lions, or increase
their protection of livestock when
close to lions.

Master Keeper Marie Schoubert
has been volunteering for the cats
for nearly 14 years. She is hard
working and has dedicated a great
portion of her life to ensuring that
the cats are well taken care of. Marie
is also one of the sweetest people
you will ever meet and always has
a smile on her face! A donation of
$1,000 was made in Marie's honor to
Lion Landscapes.

off alarms and lights when the lion
comes with a certain distance to
where livestock are housed.

One adult lioness in each pride,
and one adult male in each male
coalition, are outfitted with a GPS
collar that uploads locations for the
lions on an hourly basis. Access to
lion movement data is given to
livestock owners that maps the lion
locations on google earth.

Photo credit: Lion Landscapes

In addition to the data from the
GPS collars, Lion Landscapes has
developed a predator deterrent
system. This system responds to
chips in the lion’s collar by setting

12 BIG CAT TIMES - SUMMER 2018- SNAPCHAT: @BIGCATRESCUER				

Mary Lou Geis has been a Big Cat

Rescuer for just over 20 years and is
a Master Keeper.She also serves as
a Director of Big Cat Rescue. Mary
Lou is our most senior volunteer in
the program and has witnessed first
hand the growth of the sanctuary
over the past two decades. Thanks
to Mary Lou countless little and big
cats have enjoyed the very best care
possible! To celebrate Mary Lou a
donation of $1,000 was made in her
honor to Panthera to save leopards.
The leopard is likely the most
persecuted large cat in the world.
Extinct in six countries and possibly
extinct in six additional countries,
leopards have vanished from at least
49% of their historic range in Africa
and 84% of their historic range in
Eurasia.
Leopards are threatened with
poaching for their fur coats and
other body parts used for ceremonial
regalia, conflict with local people,
rampant bushmeat trade, and poorly
managed trophy hunting.
In southern Africa, as many as 2,500
leopards are killed each year for their
skins. With fewer than 5,000 leopards

PROJECT PHOTOS FROM RESPECTIVE PROJECT WEBSITES

donation funds 33 faux furs, saving
the lives of 33 leopards in the wild!

panthera.org/furs-for-life

Photo credit: Panthera

remaining in South Africa, this illegal
practice poses a significant threat to
their survival.
Many leopards are killed so their
skins can be used by local religious
groups, such as the Shembe, for
ceremonial garb. Leopard furs are
a crucial element of traditional
dress during the Shembe Festival,
an annual gathering of Shembe
members. After discovering that as
many as 15,000 illegal leopard skins
were being used for this purpose,
Panthera initiated the Furs for Life
Leopard Project in 2013.
Working with digital designers,
Panthera created high-quality and
affordable faux leopard fur capes.
More than 14,000 capes have been
donated and another 4,000 are set
to be distributed by 2018.

Photo credit: Panthera

The faux furs are gaining increasing
acceptance as viable alternatives
to real leopard skins. Panthera’s
research has indicated that the use
of real skins has decreased by 50%
preventing hundreds of leopard
deaths each year.
Each of these alternative furs costs
$30, meaning the SAVE Award

Keeper Alyssa Engiles helps out
in every aspect of being a keeper.
She watches over the cats and deters
vultures from stealing their food in
the mornings, does an excellent job
cleaning enclosures, puts her all into
projects and even stays all day to
help with the evening chores. Alyssa
is a true super star and to show
her how awesome she is a $1,000
donation was made to Audubon
Canyon Ranch to protect mountain
lions!
Audubon Canyon Ranch is a non
profit environmental conservation
and education organization that
guards of a system of nature
preserves spanning 26 properties
in California. ACR works to improve
global environmental health by
conserving and stewarding valuable
natural resources, managing for
ecological resilience, providing
scientific solutions to ecosystem
management,
and
teaching
generations of conservationists in
ways that strengthen natural and
human communities.
Living with Lions is a communitybased mountain lion research and
education project in the Mayacamas
Mountains of Sonoma and Napa
Counties that will increase scientific

and public understanding of
mountain lions, identify priority
habitat areas for conservation,
and increase appreciation for
these important top predators.
By expanding their knowledge of
mountain lion behavior, population
size, feeding habits, home range, and
movements, ACR can contribute to
their conservation and the protection
of the habitat critical for mountain
lion survival while minimizing conflict
with humans.
ACR’s principal investigator on the
project is Dr. Quinton Martins, a
leading expert on large mountain
cats and a skilled predator trapper.
Together with a team of ACR staff and
advisors, Dr. Martins is studying the
movement of mountain lions fitted
with GPS collars within a study area
that encompasses approximately

Photo credit: Audubon Canyon Ranch

1,000 square miles. This project will
lead to a better understanding of
mountain lion ecology, connectivity
in this fragmented landscape, and
identification of priority areas for
conservation.

egret.org/living-with-lions
Do you want to help the big cats and
make new friends? Big Cat Rescue is
always looking for volunteers and
interns. Keepers clean enclosures,
feed the animals, and landscape.
Partners work in the gift shop and
guide tours of the sanctuary. Get all
the details at:

BigCatRescue.org/
volunteer
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GIFT SHOP PURCHASES DIRECTLY BENEFIT THE BIG CATS

BCR Logo Tee - Left Chest &
Full Back S, M, L, XL $20 XXL $22

BCR Logo Scoop - Left Chest &
Full Back S, M, L, XL $20 XXL $22

Tiger Poop Brewed Daily at BCR
S, M, L, & XL $25 XXL $27

Rhinestone Tank Snow
Leopard S, M, L, XL $27

Iron Mane
S, M, L, & XL $25 XXL $27

Racerback Leopard Tank
S, M, L, & XL $25 XXL $27

I see LIONS Periodically
S, M, L, & XL $25 XXL $27

Tiger Face Composed of Words
S, M, L, & XL $25 XXL $27

Lion Family
Beach Towel
w/ BCR
Logo $20

Panthera Tigris V-neck Purple
S, M, L, XL $25 XXL $27

XS, S, M, & L
$17

Kids Super
Hero Tees
Supermane
or Lion Mane
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Board to Be Wild Kids Tee
XS, S, M, & L $17

Cool Cats Kids Tee
XS, S, M, & L $17

Carabiner Key Ring
Choose Gold, Black or
Blue $5.21 each
Lion & Lioness
Bumper Sticker
$6.21

S, M, L, & XL
$34
XXL $36

Text Tiger Light Weight Hoodie
ALL PRICES INCLUDE TAX & SHIPPING

Medium Socks fit Women 6-11 & Men 5-10
$10 ea. Choose Shorty Tiger made with
recycled materials, White Lion w/BCR Logo,
Black Tiger w/ BCR Logo, or Lion March

ORDER ON PAGE 19 OR PURCHASE ONLINE AT BIGCATRESCUE.BIZ

Tigers 15 oz Mug $16

Big Cats 15 oz Mug $16

Bobcats 15 oz Mug $16
BCR Collage License Frame
features 18 resident of BCR.
$15.84

3D Holographic Magnet
Lioness and Cubs
$5.21

Tiger Key
Chain 2” x 3”
$6.21

Snow Leopard
Trust Wool Bird Cat
Toy $13.50

Joseph Painting Mug 15oz $16

BCR Tumbler
16.oz $17

CHECK OUT
OUR ENTIRE
SELECTION AT:

BIGCATRESCUE.BIZ

BELOW ITEMS ONLY AT BIGCATRESCUE.BIZ
Paw Print & Paw Painting
Online Exclusives
Check these out
and many more!
Reversible Drawstring Totes, available online only. Lots to choose from; Manny Jaguar,
Priya Tigress, Nabisco & Mrs. Claws, Cyrus & Chaos, Gilligan & Skipper and more!

Luggage Tag Choose White Tiger, 3 Cougars, Bobcat,
Black Leopard, Tiger, or Lion $6.74 each

Crazy Cat Lady Toy 5.25”
comes with 6 cats $16

Stretch Fit 8" Tiger Eye
Bracelet - $15 Goes
Towards the Big Cats
$25

Leopard
Clicky Pen
Rotating
message w/
each click $4
Crazy Cat Lady Board Game $27
ALL PRICES INCLUDE TAX & SHIPPING
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MEET OUR NEWEST RESCUE

HUTCH

HUTCH IS AN 11 YEAR OLD MALE SERVAL.
HE WAS ABANDONED BY HIS OWNERS
WHEN THEY NO LONGER WANTED AN
EXOTIC CAT AS A PET. WILDCATS BELONG
IN THE WILD, NOT IN CAPTIVITY.

TOUR & PROGRAMS
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

BIGCATRESCUE.ORG/TICKETS

(813) 920-4130

WAYS TO HELP
YOU SHOP - AMAZON GIVES
YOUR PURCHASES ON AMAZON
CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE CATS
AT NO COST TO YOU!

bigcatrescue.org/amazon-smile

SPONSOR A CAT

All kits include: 4-page color fact sheet about
the species, BCR decal, Registration Card to select the cat of your choice.
8x10 color photo of the cat you choose to sponsor with the cat name and
your name as sponsor printed on it. Sponsor levels below include these
additional benefits:
$25 BIG CAT BUDDY – KIDS: Wildcat coloring pages
$25 BIG CAT SUPPORTER: 10% off card

KIDS TOUR
Children of all ages and their parents can
learn about the big cats on this guided
tour of the sanctuary. This tour is given
on a child’s educational level. Tour is 1
hr. Children must be accompanied by
an adult.
DAY TOUR
Guided tour of the sanctuary. Learn
about the big cats and the threats
they face both in the wild as well as in
captivity. Hear their personal stories of
how they were rescued. Tour is 1.5 hrs.
No children under 10 years.
FEEDING TOUR
Follow a keeper as they feed the big
cats. Observe a variety of cats eating
and learn about their nutritional needs
in captivity. Tour is 1 hr. No children
under 10 years.

$250 BIG CAT CONSERVATOR: 10% off card,
4 Day Tour Passes, 60 mailing labels

BIG CAT KEEPER TOUR
This tour takes you behind the scenes.
Enjoy making enrichment (treats and
food puzzles) for the big cats and
watch as the keepers hand out the
enrichment you made. You will also
observe operant training sessions with
the big cats. Tour is 2 hrs. No children
under 10 years.

$500 BIG CAT WARRIOR: Conservator benefits plus
4”x4” photo donor plaque displayed at gift shop and
6”x12” engraved sign displayed on tour path, Private Tour for 10

GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR ALL
TOURS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT
BIGCATRESCUE.BIZ

$1,000 BIG CAT HERO: Conservator benefits plus 6”x6”
photo donor plaque displayed at gift shop and 9”x12”
engraved sign displayed on tour path, Private Tour for 10

Prices and availability for all tours are
subject to change. Visit us online for
the most current tour information.
Closed Thursdays, Thanksgiving
& Christmas Day. Tours may be
canceled due to inclement weather.

$50 BIG CAT FRIEND: 10% off card, 1 Day Tour Pass
$100 BIG CAT PROTECTOR: 10% off card,
2 Day Tour Passes, 30 mailing labels

$2,500 BIG CAT CHAMPION: Conservator benefits plus 8”x8”
photo donor plaque displayed at gift shop and 12”x12”
photo donor sign displayed on tour path, Founder Tour for 10
$5,000 KING OF BEASTS: Conservator benefits plus 12”x12”
photo donor plaque displayed at gift shop and 18”x24” photo
donor sign displayed on tour path, Founder Tour for 10
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BIGCATRESCUE.ORG/
GET-INVOLVED/

THE BIG CAT TIMES ORDER FORM Summer 2018
BILLING ADDRESS (please print legibly)
ORDER DATE: ________________
Name: ______________________________________ Phone: _____________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________ State: ____ Zip: ______________
Email: _________________________________________________________________
RECIPIENT ADDRESS (if different than above)
Name: ______________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________ State: ____ Zip: ______________
DESCRIPTION

QTY

25th Anniversary Magnet 3"x6" $5.14
SIZE

PRICE EACH

TOTAL PRICE

SPONSORSHIP KIT:
AUTOMATIC GIVING PROGRAM - SUSTAINING DONOR SOCIETY

Please charge my card this amount each month:

PAVE THE WAY BRICK (See description and instructions below)

4X8

$150

PAVE THE WAY BRICK (See description and instructions below)

8X8

$300

PERIMETER WALL

1 FOOT

$100
GRAND TOTAL

PERSONALIZATIONS (inscription to appear on the brick or wall fund sign,
or brief note to be included on a card sent with order to recipient)

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD INFO:
Card #: __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __
Exp. Date (MMYY): __ __ / __ __ CCV# (back of card) __ __ __
Signature: ______________________________________

AUTOMATIC GIVING PROGRAM - JOIN THE SUSTAINING DONOR SOCIETY: Big Cat Rescue makes it easy and convenient to donate monthly with no worry.
You can do this either by credit card or by direct debit to a checking account for as little as $5/month. For credit card donations, just fill in the highlighted line
on the order form above and provide your credit card information. For checking account direct debit email finance@bigcatrescue.org, or leave a message for
Howard at 813-920-4130. This is a G-R-R-eat way to spread out your donations and provide steady support that is so meaningful for the cats.
PAVE THE WAY BRICK: Laser engraved bricks line the paths leading to our Trading Post Gift Shop and to the entrance of the tour path. 4” x 8” Brick: 29
characters per line, total of 5 lines OR heart or paw print symbol, 14 characters, total of 5 lines. 8” x 8” Brick: 14 characters per line, total of 6 lines OR With heart
or paw print symbol, 14 characters, total of 4 lines. To order complete form above and include personalization in provided area.
PERIMETER WALL FUND: To best protect our big cats we have constructed a solid perimeter wall surrounding the property. $100 funds 1 linear foot of wall.
Donors will be recognized on a permanent sign at the sanctuary.
Big Cat Rescue is a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization, FEID 59-3330495. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION FOR BIG CAT RESCUE CORP., A FL-BASED
NONPROFIT CORPORATION (REGISTRATION NO. CH 11409), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE
STATE OR BY VISITING www.800helpfla.com. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. Big Cat Rescue does not utilize the
services of professional solicitors,100% of all contributions go directly to Big Cat Rescue Corp. The Big Cat Times is distributed quarterly in Tampa, FL at no charge to our donors. If you have
any questions, please email info@BigCatRescue.org or call 813-920-4130.
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AMUR LEOPARDS BACK FROM BRINK

BY LAUREN BUCKINGHAM, BCR DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH

The Amur leopard is one of the rarest big cats on the
planet, and up until just a few years ago appeared to be
on the fast track to extinction. A census completed in
2000 revealed that approximately 30 of these critically
endangered cats remained in the wild in the forests of
southwestern Russia, with just 2 more across the border
in China. The Amur leopard faces a vast number of
threats including habitat loss, human-animal conflict
and poaching. It has been hunted out of most of its
former range for its pelt and bones that are used in
traditional medicines.
In response to these threats and in an effort to save
the subspecies, the Land of the Leopard National
Park was established by the Russian Government
in 2012 to create a massive protected area for
these big cats. The park provided 647,000 acres
of prime habitat where the Amur leopard could
thrive in safety. Alongside this effort, the World
Wildlife Fund started a campaign in Russia called
“Save Each of the Survivors” in the hopes of
halting leopard poaching and gaining support for
the cats amongst local people.
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Within the first few
years of the park's
creation, its efficiency
and
success
were
starting to show. In
2015 the number of
wild leopards rose from
30 to 57. Most of the
increase was attributed
to
natural
growth
due to the removal of
environmental threats
and pressures, but it
was also in part due
to improved methods
of
monitoring
the
population.
The
national park boasts
a network of 400
camera traps, placed
across an increased
range of 890,000 acres
of leopard habitat.
Scientists can now
compare the photos,
looking for each cat’s
unique spot patterns,
to better estimate the population count. In addition
the park has increased anti-poaching patrols and
implemented the reforestation of areas previously
grazed by livestock.
For the first time in decades, the Amur leopard population
has exceeded 100 individuals. A count completed in
2017 concluded that the Land of the Leopard National
Park held a population totaling 103; 84 adults and 19
cubs or adolescents. Although the species is not safe
just yet, this increase is to be celebrated and shows
that it is possible, with strong conservation efforts and
strong government/conservationists commitment, to
pull a species back from the edge of extinction.
Camera trap image below credit to: WWF Russia

OCELOTS IN TRINIDAD
BY LAUREN BUCKINGHAM,
BCR DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH

The Ocelot is one of 13 species
of wild cat native to the western
hemisphere and 1 of 10 felids
inhabiting Latin America. The Ocelot
occurs from the lower Rio Grande

A female ocelot regularly detected at
Asa Wright Nature Centre, that has
become somewhat of a celebrity.

Valley to extreme south Texas and
the Sky Islands of southern Arizona.
Following
the
2017
Wildcat
Walkabout Big Cat Rescue made a
donation to support the non-profit
organization S.P.E.C.I.E.S. who was
undertaking the first comprehensive
effort to study ocelots in Trinidad.
The history of the ocelot on Trinidad
is unique for several reasons. It is
the only place that the ocelot has
evolved in the absence of larger
mammalian carnivores. On Trinidad
it is the largest predatory mammal.
Among Neotropical small felids,
it is second only to the jaguarundi
in distribution expanse, and is
classified by the IUCN as a species of
“Least Concern”, the lowest priority
for conservation among the world’s
threatened and endangered species.

But on Trinidad, there is anecdotal
evidence to suggest the ocelot
population may be declining, and its
future may be threatened by human
activities. More importantly perhaps,
Trinidad hosts the only population
of ocelots on a continental island,
making it the most geographically
isolated of all ocelot populations.
Because Trinidad has been isolated
from the mainland for approximately
11,000 years, much of its biodiversity
is unique.

researchers have been very busy
undertaking
multiple
surveys,
encompassing three separate study
sites: Arena Recreational Forest, Asa
Wright Nature Center, and Nariva
Swamp. These study sites represent
some of the most important potential
ocelot habitat on the island and the
early stages of this project has been
more successful than it could have
anticipated. One of the benefits of
these surveys was to help increase
graduate
student
involvement,
leading to more thesis topics that
will advance ocelot research.

The study aimed to look at the
ecology
of
Trinidad’s
ocelot
population, define its place in the Incoming observational data has
evolutionary history of the ocelot shown that agouti, which is a main
as a species and develop prey item for the ocelot, are showing
population
numbers.
an integrative plan for its strong
long-term conservation. The strong agouti population is
Researchers
are important because it demonstrates
investigating the impacts that hunting agouti for bush meat
of deforestation, illegal does not seem to be affecting the
hunting,
urbanization, overall population numbers and,
and different types of thus, not negatively impacting one
agricultural land use and the ocelot’s favored prey items.
intensity on ocelot habitat
suitability,
population Also, recently a “Bioblitz” was held
density, and the diversity on the island by the University of the
of prey species available to West Indies. The goal of a Bioblitz
the predator. S.P.E.C.I.E.S is to observe as many species as
is also collaborating with local
institutions to promote greater Volunteers helping to carry
awareness of the ocelot’s needs out surveys on the island.
among the public of Trinidad
& Tobago, build individual
capacity and organizational
capacity to monitor ocelots,
and develop an island strategy
for habitat connectivity and
conservation based on the
needs of the species. If the
ecological needs of ocelots
can be better understood, it
is possible to more precisely
define the types and intensity
of human activities that are
compatible with an increasing
possible in a given amount of time.
or stable ocelot population.
In this case, the Bioblitz lasted four
In May 2018 BCR received the to six weeks and resulted in some of
this update on this project:
In the first data on ocelots and other
the previous months S.P.E.C.I.E.S wildlife of Trinidad.
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Last year, PPK won two International
2017 Radio Mercury Awards for
our “Cruelest Show On Earth” and
“It’s a Horrible Life” radio spots. In
November of 2015, before PPK’s
Cruelest Show on Earth radio spot
was even produced, the script itself
won a Bronze Award in Oink Ink’s
17th Annual International Dead
Radio Contest for what they judge
to be the best radio scripts that were
not yet produced.

Big cats should never be raised as pets or exploited for profits. Call your legislators and urge them to support the Big Cats & Public Safety
Protection Act to prohibit the private possession and breeding of exotic cats. Visit StopBigCatAbuse.com to learn more.

THANKS TO PPK

For more than ten years the staff
of PPK’s Agency in Tampa have
generously donated what at this
point has to be over 1000 hours
of their time and skill to helping
us convey our message opposing
the mistreatment of big cats. They
have created compelling radio
Public Service Announcements, eye
catching and thought-provoking
posters, and most recently a 30
second pre-roll video PSA that
played before YouTube videos. Here
is a little sample of their work for Big
Cat Rescue, along with some of the
acclaimed international awards that
they’ve been honored with.

The “No Place For A King poster”
and “Jaguar Parking Space Chalk
Art” were recognized with a Graphis
Merit Award and Graphis Silver
Award, respectively. Additionally, the
“Anti-Circus poster campaign” that
PPK created has garnered multiple
international honors, winning a Gold
Award in Graphis as well as a 2016
International Silver OBIE. This was
a significant achievement since the
OBIE Awards are one of the oldest
and most esteemed awards for
creative excellence in Out Of Home
Advertising. Also, the “Anti-Circus
campaign” was a Finalist in the
International 2018 Lurzer’s Grand
Slam Competition in Print & Outdoor.
This campaign was even selected to
be featured in the renowned Lurzer’s
International Archive Magazine,
which showcases the best creative
work from around the world.

The “Tiger Fossil poster/ad” won
a Platinum Award in the renowned
International Graphis Advertising
Annual 2018 Competition. This was
especially impressive since Graphis
only gives 10 Platinum Awards
per year for what they judge to be
the 10 very best ads in this global
competition. Previously, PPK had also
won a coveted Platinum Award in
Graphis for the “Real Beasts poster”.

PPK has also written and produced
several memorable PSA radio
spots for Big Cat Rescue to raise
awareness and help stop abuses
towards big cats. In the process,
they have won some of the biggest
global radio awards around. This
includes winning three International
2018 Radio Mercury Awards for our
spots called “Dr. Bad,” “Not So
Perfect Pets,” and “Free Ringworm.”

MARKETING AGENCY
BY HOWARD BASKIN, BCR TREASURER
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What’s more, PPK also created an
impactful pre-roll video called “The
Cruel Truth” which exposed the
vicious cycle of tiger cub abuse. It
won a 2018 Gold Award in Graphis.
At a time when most YouTube ads
are only viewed all the way through
by 2% of the people who see them,
ours was viewed all the way through
by an astounding 73% of people
who saw it! PPK you are truly heroes
for the cats!
PPK is a full-service advertising
agency and production company
that helps clients find the oldest,
most breakthrough creative and
media solutions for every business
challenge possible. You can learn
more about PPK at uniteppk.com,
see more of their clever work for us
at BigCatRescue.org/ppk

PEOPLE WHO TRY TO DOMESTICATE WILD ANIMALS

ARE THE REAL BEASTS
Big cats should never be raised as pets or exploited for profits. Call your legislators and urge them to support the Big Cats & Public
Safety Protection Act to prohibit the private possession and breeding of exotic cats. Visit StopBigCatAbuse.com to learn more.

SPRING BRINGS TWO
WELL-FOUGHT WINS FOR BOBCATS
BY JENNIFER LEON, BCR DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH

On May 15th, the Indiana Natural Resources
Commission struck down a proposal to open a bobcat
hunting and trapping season. Two days later, the Ohio
Wildlife Council voted to indefinitely postpone a
bobcat trapping proposal.
An overwhelming number of Hoosiers spoke out for
bobcats influencing Indiana officials to dismiss a rule
that
would
have allowed
the
hunting
and
cruel
trapping
of
Indiana's only
wildcat
for
the first time
in 50 years.
There
was
no
scientific
data to support a hunt and the Indiana Department
of Natural Resources didn't even have a current
population count. Bobcats were nearly wiped out
due to hunting, over-trapping, and habitat loss before
being granted protection on the state's endangered
species list in 1969. It took nearly five decades for the
species to recover.
Meanwhile, Ohio's Department of Natural Resources
was rushing to open a bobcat trapping season only
four years after the cat was removed from the state’s
endangered and threatened species list. Last year, the
state gave Ohio University $245,000 for a multi-year
bobcat population study. Instead of waiting for the
results of the study, the DNR was prematurely pushing
forward a season to appease trappers who wanted to
cash-in on pelts! The proposal was neither backed by
science nor in the interest of public safety. It was solely
about profit.
Big Cat Rescue worked with local partners to fight these
threats and signed onto coalition letters opposing
bobcat seasons in both Indiana and Ohio. We also
activated supporters in those states to contact officials
and attend public hearings to be a voice for the cats.
Thanks in part to Big Cat Rescue supporters and
AdvoCats in Indiana and Ohio, bobcats were victorious
in two particularly tough fights. These wins are a
testament to the power of people taking action! You
can take action for cats anytime at CatLaws.com.

Sad Farewell

Taking care of 68 exotic cats is a roller coaster ride of
emotions as we try to provide the best possible life for
them and yet deal with the gut wrenching decisions of
life and death. Of our 68 cats, 41 are over the age of
12, which is as long as they usually live in zoos or the
wild. An amazing 32 are over the age of 15 (90+ in
human years). More incredible, 18 are 20 years or older.
It is with heavy hearts we must say goodbye to these
beautiful cats who have touched our hearts forever.
LITTLE WHITE DOVE Little White Dove grew up
with her best friend Running
Bear. The pair entertained
themselves
with
daily
intimidation and barks at their
keepers.
They also loved
sharing enrichment.
Little
White Dove and Running
Bear were inseparable and
shared a long 20 years with
1997 - 2017
one another. Our hearts broke
for Running Bear when Little White Dove succumbed
to kidney disease earlier this year. After having spent
a lifetime with his best friend Running Bear was now
alone. In an effort to ease him into his new solitary life
keepers have been taking extra time out of the day to
give Running Bear special treats and enrichment.

JOSEPH

Joseph was rescued in 2007
along with his pride; Sasha the
lioness and Simba and Nakita
the tigers. These big cats had
been exploited their entire
lives in a pay to play scheme
where customers could interact
with sedated and chained
lions and tigers. They were
declawed and all but Joseph
1998 - 2018
were defanged. Joseph and
his pride were eventually abandoned by their owners
and BCR stepped in to provide them with a loving
forever home. Joseph was the longest living member
of his pride and sadly fell ill with pancreatic cancer.
He left a
per manent
paw print on
the hearts
of
many
and he will
be terribly
missed.
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CAT CAMP 2018:

BIG CAT IN THE CITY
BY JENNIFER LEON,
BCR DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH

Big Cat Rescue’s Director of
Outreach Jennifer Leon and Senior
Keeper Rebecca Williams recently
attended Jackson Galaxy’s Cat
Camp in New York City. This two-day
feline advocacy event focused on
educating cat lovers about some of
the biggest issues facing cats today
brought in speakers and attendees
from across the country. Our friends
Cole & Marmalade (CAM) sent their
dad, Chris Poole, along to table
the event with us and explain to
attendees how little cat fans can
help big cats!
Jennifer was one of the first
speakers with her presentation
"Big Cat Rescue: Leading the
Battle to End Big Cat Abuse."
And what a great turnout!
Attendees learned about Big
Cat Rescue’s start, the cats that
call our sanctuary home, the
issues surrounding cats in the
captive trade and how they
can help. As one attendee

kindly put it “this
presentation alone
was worth the price
of admission”!

Jen,
Rebecca,
and
Chris
were
overwhelmed with
The Big Cat Rescue
everyone’s kindness
booth even had a
visit from the cat
and support – it was
two non-stop days
whisperer
himself,
of talking about the Cat Man Chris and BCR's Director of
Jackson
Galaxy!
issues and meeting Outreach Jennifer Leon and Senior
Jackson is a big fan
both new and long- Keeper Rebecca Williams
of all cats, big and
time Big Cat Rescue
small, and seemed
fans. They even got to meet an particularly impressed with our
outstanding BCR supporter and sanctuary’s on-site foster program
CAM fan who flew in all the way from for domestic kittens. We were sure
Paris for the event!
to extend an invitation for him to
visit us in Tampa and check out our
Having Cat Man Chris there with Big kitten cabana.
Cat Rescue was certainly a draw. After
All in all, it was a fantastic
weekend and the purrfect
opportunity to reach out to
a new audience of cat lovers.
A special thanks to Cat Camp
heroes Christina and Simon
Ha for visiting the sanctuary
earlier this year and inviting
us to Cat Camp to help
Jennifer and Rebecca bridge the gap between big
meet Jackson Galaxy and small. We can’t wait for
at Cat Camp 2018
Cat Camp 2019!

FOSTER KITTEN
SPOTLIGHT:
SACHI & KYA
Check out this paw-some
update from adoptive
parents Bob & Victoria:
"There are too many stories
to even know where to start. They have been an utter
joy in our life. They are inseparable and always partners
in crime. If they can’t find each other they will call out
to the other one. Even though they have each other,
they are extremely affectionate to us as well. They’re my
shadows, they follow me wherever I go. When I leave
they sit in the front window and watch me leave, and
they’re still there looking out the window when I get
home. They both sleep in bed with us at night, and
Sachi will often snuggle up next to my pillow and suckle
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posing for a picture
with the famous cat
dad, Chris was sure
to encourage all of
his fans to make the
Call of the Wild!

on the long fur that sticks out from between his pads on
his front paws. It’s just precious! They keep us laughing
constantly, always doing something silly. Sachi still
chases his tail and Kya chases his shadow. They wrestle
all the time, and it’s super cute to see them taking turns
being the aggressor. Sachi means happiness and joy,
and Kya means diamond in the sky. They have both
lived up to their names. Thank you for all that you do in
giving these precious babies such a good start in life!"

Check out all of the adorable adoptable foster kittens at

BigCatRescue.org/cams
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SPECIES

SPOTLIGHT:

LY N X

C A NA DA
Fun Facts: Scientific name: Lynx
canadensis. The Canada lynx is an
extremely elusive animal. It is rarely
seen by humans and has earned the
nickname "shadow of the forest".

of their favorite prey: the snowshoe
hare.
Distribution: Lynx can be found
throughout much of Alaska and
Canada. In the Lower-48 states
they are known to have sustained
breeding populations in Montana,
Washington, Maine, and Minnesota
and have been reintroduced to
Colorado. They also occur and
sometimes breed in Idaho, Oregon,
Wyoming, Utah, New Mexico, New
Hampshire, Vermont, New York,
Michigan, and Wisconsin, but their
population status is not well known
in these areas.

Hunting and Diet: Canada Lynx
have very keen eyesight which helps
them to hunt at night. They also
have excellent hearing, sensitive
whiskers, and very quick reflexes.
Lynx are specialized hunters that
target snowshoe hare, which make
up the bulk of their diet. In fact, lynx
can only sustain populations where
there are adequate snowshoe hare
populations. In Canada and Alaska,
lynx populations actually fluctuate in
response to how many hares there
are. Lynx are also known to eat
mice, voles, grouse, ptarmigan, red
squirrel and carrion.

Reproduction and Offspring: Lynx
mate during the winter months of
March and April, and the females
give birth once a year after a
gestation period of 63-70 days.
Litter sizes range from 1-5 kittens.
Lynx do not create a den site – they
house their kittens under an existing
feature, such as a downed log, root
system, or simple ground depression
surrounded by dense vegetation.
Social System: Generally solitary
animals, lynx usually hunt and travel
alone, and are slightly more active at
night than by day.

Their paws are large and rounded
with fur on the pads that act as
snowshoes, allowing the lynx to
easily walk on the snow which often
covers the boreal forest.
Size
and
Appearance:
The
Canada lynx is a medium-sized cat
characterized by its long ear tufts,
flared facial ruff, and short, bobbed
tail with a completely black tip.
Habitat: Lynx are generally found in
moist, boreal forests that have cold,
snowy winters and a high density
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Threats: In eastern Canada where
lynx are protected, the primary
threat is believed to be from
competition with the eastern
coyote, which expanded its range
into eastern North America in the
last few decades. In the contiguous
US, the primary threat to lynx is
habitat loss or fragmentation.
Maintaining connectivity with the
abundant northern lynx population
is considered essential for recovery
of southern lynx populations. In
the western US fire frequency
has increased four-fold in boreal
forests that support lynx and this
disturbance is expected to increase
with warmer climate.
Status: IUCN: Least Concern, CITES
Appendix II

BigCatRescue.org/
canada-lynx-facts

Gilligan - Male Canada Lynx
Date of Birth Unknown, Estimated 11 Years Old

Lynx have excellent eyesight: they
can spot a mouse at 250 feet!
Also, the black tufts of hair at the
tops of their ears serve to enhance
their already phenomenal hearing.
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YOUR CALLS TO CONGRESS ARE WORKING!

WH O I S TH E O PPOS I T ION ?

At this writing we are almost halfway through the second
The call is simple. When you call, an aide answers. Their
year of the two year Congressional session and at a
job is to record how many people call in either for or
critical time. Supporters around the country have made
against a given bill. You simply say:
OVER 5,000 CALLS this session and it is paying off. We
are currently at 130 cosponsors in
“Hello.
My
name
is
the House. That means 30% of the
_______________ and my zip code
This Big Cat Times goes
members have agreed to vote for
is _________. Please ask your boss
to over 50,000 homes. If
our bill when it gets to the floor for
to cosponsor the Big Cat Public
a vote. Importantly, 39 of those are
Safety Act (H.R. 1818). Thank
5,000 calls got us to 30%
Republicans, the controlling party.
you!” The aide says “I will let the
of the House, imagine
That is more than twice as many as
Congressman know.”
where we will be if every
we had at the end of last session.
That is all there is to it! Those few
person who receives this
We get asked “who lobbies against
minutes of your time can end the
issue makes this quick
the bill?” Who would oppose
misery of thousands of big cats. And
simple
call.
The
likelihood
ending the misery that these big
now, with our new system, the call
of the bill passing this
cats endure in private hands? About
is easier than ever because you do
60 of the roadside zoos, some
not have to look up your legislator’s
session will skyrocket!
of whom incessantly breed tiger
phone number. The system actually
cubs for cub petting and photos,
dials your legislator for you based
formed an organization called Zoological Association of
on your address. Just follow these simple steps:
America, aka ZAA. Note how similar this is to AZA, the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums, that over 200 of
Step 1: From your mobile phone text CATS to 52886.
the largest zoos belong to. Do you think that similarity
(Message and data rates may apply. Text Stop to cancel,
was an accident?
Help for help.)
ZAA has “standards” that are far, far below those of
the AZA. And the claims ZAA makes that they actually
enforce even those standards are highly suspect when
you look at what they call “inspections.” They claim to
be the “little guy’s AZA” and argue that the bill hurts
these “small business people.” In fact, all the bill does
is give them meaningful incentives to follow the current
rules, which today they can to a large degree ignore due
to lack of penalties, and the bill requires them to stop
tormenting tiger cubs by ripping them from the mothers
at birth and subjecting them to sleep deprivation and
sometimes food deprivation to make money from cub
petting and photo ops.

Step 2: Simply input the required address information
so the system can identify your representative and
then click the brown “Call Me” button. You will
receive a call on your mobile phone from a 202-phone
number and hear a short-recorded message. You will
then be automatically patched through to your U.S.
Representative. What could be easier?

We are winning the battle, steadily gaining support in
Congress. But to win it faster and cross the finish line
our greatest weapon is your calls to Congress. The
more people in a district who call, the more we tip the
scale in our favor with each member.

THE CATS CANNOT CALL
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We especially need callers from OH, FL, PA and MI.
Please spread the word and help save big cats. You
have the power to make the biggest difference!

FOR THEMSELVES – PLEASE

BE THEIR VOICE AND CALL NOW!

VET REPORTS:

made arrangements to sedate
Keisha for an exam.

KEISHA TIGER
SUFFERS STROKE

Dr. Boorstein and Dr. Miller
teamed up and found that
Keisha had suffered from a
stroke. She has a
history of blood
pressure
issues
and is on daily
medications
to
maintain a healthy
balance.
Following her exam
Keisha was kept in
the Cat Hospital
enclosure for observation. Over
the next several days Keisha's Dr. Wynn observes Dr. Justin removing Clover's bad teeth
health improved dramatically.
She was eating well, getting
behind her upper molars. Due to the
around better, and taking her new deformation the canine would never
medications consistently.
Soon erupt and would eventually become
she was moved back to her an issue if it were to abscess.
enclosure where we will
continue to monitor her
closely.

Keisha enjoying her last turn in the Vacation Rotation enclosure

Keisha is a fun-loving tigress. She
is always interested in what her
keepers are doing and loves to stalk
and pounce. When Keisha refused
to leave her den one morning staff
grew concerned. She was not acting
like herself at all.
Dr. Boorstein examines Keisha as interns observe

DEFORMITY IN
REHAB BOBCAT

Keepers were able to lure Keisha
out of her den and that's when they
observed something even more
worrisome. Keisha was stumbling
from side to side as she tried to walk.
The vet team jumped into action and

When our rehab bobcat
Clover
was
rescued
keepers noticed right
away that she was missing
Clover is a fiesty wild bobcat
her upper right canine. Unable
to get a close look at the wild
little girl, it was thought she had lost Dr. Boorstein removed the canine as
her baby tooth and an adult tooth well as two upper molars that were
would soon follow. However the bad. Even though Clover has less
canine tooth never came leaving teeth she is still a very good hunter
rescuers
concerned
that and has no trouble at all dispatching
perhaps her adult canines had prey. She will remain a candidate for
already erupted and this one in release and will be returned to the
particular had suffered damage wild once she is a little bit bigger.
prior to her arrival.
Clover was sedated for an
exam and x-rays revealed
a very strange occurrence.
Clover's canine was malformed
and located in the jaw bone

Dr. Miller checks Keisha's eyes

YOUR GENEROUS
CONTRIBUTIONS HELP
PROVIDE THE BEST
CARE POSSIBLE TO
ALL OF OUR RESIDENTS

BIGCATRESCUE.ORG - SUMMER 2018 - BIG CAT TIMES 29

DONATIONS

Received January 1st - March 31st

Mihaly Szigeti $25,000
Charles Rutenberg Realty Inc.
$11,000
Estate of Joan Minster $10,000
David Nugent $10,000
Outback Bowl Through Board
Member Rita Lowman $5,000
Piper Mongan Properties
$5,000
Ronald J. Woods
Charitable Trust $5,000
Linda Ruediger $5,000
Theo Klopper $4,082
Janice Elliott $4,000
Shelly Barbanica $3,500
Mary Flood $3,000
Deupree Family
Foundation $2,500
The Human Fund $2,500
Jay Sheth $2,500
Karen Waller $2,350
Whiskey Joe's Bar & Grill $2,307
Nancy Gelderloos via
Barnabas Foundation
Stewards Fund $2,000
Stephen T Chupack $1,200
Barbara Orloff $1,200
Joe & Kathleen Ward $1,200
Mark Becker $1,000
Joyce Fitch $1,000
Ivanhoe Broadcast News Inc.
$1,000
Susan Mcbride $1,000
Jennifer Montero $1,000
Diana & Fredric Rubin $1,000
Gregg Smith $1,000
Patricia Stephens $1,000
Derald Wilcox $1,000
Gary Monroe $995
Suzanne & Alan Lucas $900
Jeffrey Christopher, Ameriprise
Financial, Inc. $883
Shalen Hamar $857
Kimberly Gohar $800
Nancy Morgan $800
Eric Peper $800
Robert Taylor $800
Barbara Thropp $800
Mary Nall $750
Roger Richmond $750
Kirsi Pulkkinen $730

Broadbandtv Corp. $688
Frank & Mavis Ainsleigh $600
Steven Carter $600
Judi Pate-Rodriguez $600
Amol Nirgudkar $575
Paula Drechsler $550
Cyndi Thomas $550
Shari Sawyer $501
Elizabeth Antell $500
Donna Ardizzone $500
Andre Beaudry $500
Jerry Burblis $500
Shannon Campbell $500
Christina Cooksey $500
Spiros Dimolitsas $500
Sally Dowdle $500
Jack & Sandra Elias $500
Martha Fleishman $500
Barry & Carol Green $500
Vivienne T. Halpern $500
Lynn & Stuart Lang $500
Mary Langkamp $500
Emma Ligtenberg,
Chris & R.J. Ligtenberg
Charitable Fund $500
Jose Rodriguez $500
Timothy Rydzak $500
Barbara Smith $500
Suzanne Spantidos $500
Christine Swizdor $500
Kimberly Ritrievi & Darryn
Tilden $500
J. Mark & Michelle Trotter $500
Mary Vigilante $500
Helen Wilson $500
Christina Farah $450
Jeffrey Grant $420
Larry Moore $400
Tigers for Tigers $400
Jackie Lashinsky $375
Jacqueline Mikiten $360
Miki Yamada $309
Peggy Allen $300
Erin Brooks $300
Annie Chaiser $300
Beth Chester $300
Jeff & Donna Cook $300
Llora Darrah $300
Christina Domalakes $300
Brigid Donohue $300
Maria Flavin $300
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Brittany Haynes $300
Christina Heinle $300
Audrey Hillman $300
Robert Holdredge $300
Jeremiah Hubbell $300
Catharine Kennedy $300
Jennifer LaRosa $300
Ralph Lembrich $300
Terry Luke $300
Greg Lutzen $300
Nicki & Paul Lyford $300
Rose Ann Meltzer $300
Lisa Minich $300
Renee Orander $300
Jenifer Parker $300
Deanna Raney $300
Daphne Rice $300
Ellen Robbins $300
Claudia Runkel $300
Aidin Sabeti $300
Walt Stoner $300
Esther Williams $300
Dave Zunac $300
Lorrie Morris $265
Rebecca Beasley $250
Alexandra Birr $250
Adam Bravo $250
Bert & Val Harrop $250
Charlotte Hepler $250
Timothy Hill $250
Karen Hostetter $250
Mindy Kantor $250
Brian Laslie $250
Joan MacDonald $250
Ronald Mikat $250
Thomas Miller $250
Nadine Robson $250
Therese Ryan $250
Richard Titus $250
GFV Charitable Fund $250
Diane Van Dam $250
Zuesette Woods $250
Martine Moulin $227
Eugenia Van Bremen $220
Seth Brubaker $210
Angelina Klimek $210
Jasper Barker $200
Bruce Borchardt $200
David Bravmann $200
Lynn Buhler $200
Bethany Cole $200

Edith Eckert $200
Roy Evans $200
Patricia & Philip Farrelly $200
Fay Forman $200
Amy Forties $200
Crystal Fox $200
Nancy Gernert $200
Fran W. Hamilton $200
Lisa Hanusiak $200
Frank Hayward $200
Jackson Holder $200
Evelyn Kelson $200
Brian Kliment $200
David Lovell $200
Rita Lowman $200
Kathy McDaniel $200
Michael McNeill $200
Stacey Moloney $200
Debra Moore $200
Marti Morandi $200
Scott Naugle $200
Jeff & Roberta Newton $200
Michael Popham $200
Mauna Mercedeh Radahd $200
Jane Sherburne $200
Steven & Cynthia Smith $200
Anastasia Toles $200
Shawn Turner $200
Patricia Wojtowicz $200
Laina Worth $200
Thank you for your support!
If your donation came toward
the end of the quarter, it may
not have been entered into
our database in time for this
newsletter and will appear
in the next. Donation data
entry is manual and subject
to occasional errors, so if your
donation should appear and
does not, please email:
Katie.Nikic@BigCatRescue.org
While the list of donors of $100199 is too long for the print
edition, they are very much
appreciated and recognized
here in the online edition.
- Howard Baskin, Treasurer

INTERNATIONAL

TIGER DAY
JULY 29, 2018

Please join Big Cat Rescue in raising
crucial funds to help wild tigers in
3 different ways...and look grrrrreat
doing it!
Big Cat Rescue will match the profit
from your purchases of our 2018
International Tiger Day merchandise
-- and all donations you make on our
International Tiger Day merchandise
page -- dollar for dollar up to $5,000
and donate it to USFWS Tiger
Conservation Fund, World Wildlife
Fund and the Corbett Foundation.
All three groups are doing amazing
work to protect wild tigers in India.
Big Cat Rescue has designed a
gorgeous, unique line of 2018
International Tiger Day merchandise
that we know you'll be proud to own
and wear. WITH YOUR HELP, we
hope to raise and donate $20,000 to
the three projects to save wild tigers.
Visit our online shop to purrr-use our
selection of International Tiger Day
merchandise at:
USFWS Tiger Conservation Fund
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation
Fund is working to restore rhino
and tiger populations to healthy
numbers in the wild. Since 1994,
the fund has supported groups
engaged in conservation efforts
to save these species. These
efforts include fighting poaching,

managing habitats
and
ecosystems,
establishing nature
reserves, developing
c o m m u n i t y
conservation
initiatives, managing
human-wildlife
conflict, and raising
public awareness. In 2017, the
program provided funding to 57
projects in 14 countries totaling
more than $4.8 million, which was
matched by nearly $11.1 million in
additional leveraged funds.
TRAFFIC/WWF Sniffer Dogs
Combating Illegal Wildlife Trade
Since 2008, TRAFFIC, the wildlife
trade and monitoring network, and
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF),
have embarked on an important
journey to help raise and train
sniffer dog squads to strengthen the
anti-poaching and anti-trafficking
measures of forest departments
and other enforcement agencies
concerned with the protection of
tigers and other wildlife in India.
Dogs have an extraordinary sense
of smell that is almost one thousand
times more sensitive than a human's,
often giving them the ability to
discriminate between the faintest
odors and detect smells from both
living species and raw materials,
despite smugglers' efforts to mask
them. The dogs not only increase
efficiency and detect hard-to-find
substances, but their presence
also provides a strong deterrent to
traffickers and helps raise public
awareness about the illegal wildlife
trade. The illegal wildlife trade is a
rapidly growing global "industry"
run by highly organized criminal
networks with an estimated value
of $19 billion per year. India plays
a significant role in this illegal
network, particularly as a source of
tiger bones used traditionally for
Chinese medicine, and tiger skins,
which command a high price on the

international market. Illegal trade is
often perceived as a lower risk illegal
activity by poachers and traders but
puts the population of Indian tigers
at high risk. By the end of 2017, 56
dogs had been successfully trained
and deployed through this program.
Corbett Foundation
Targeting Open Farm Wells
The Corbett Foundation is a
charitable non-profit and nongovernmental organization solely
committed to the conservation of
wildlife. One important focus area of
their work is the Bandhavgarh Tiger
Reserve, a key tiger habitat in India.
The reserve currently has 2,500 large
open wells, many in the core tiger
territory. These open farm wells,
dug by villagers, are proving to be a
deathtrap for wild animals including
tigers and leopards when they
accidentally fall into the wells and
drown. In a targeted effort to protect
big cats, the Corbett Foundation
initiated a simple but effective
project of installing chain-linked
fencing around the wells, beginning
with those in the core of the reserve.
Big Cat Rescue has been a supporter
of this project since 2016.

INSTAGRAM.COM/BIGCATRESCUE - SUMMER 2018 - BIG CAT TIMES 31

12802 Easy Street
Tampa, FL 33625
:RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Big Cat Rescue is excited to invite you to our annual Wildcat
Walkabout on November 3rd, 2018 from 11 AM - 3 PM. It's a
ROARING good time!
Proceeds from the big event will be donated towards wildcat
conservation projects around the globe.
Join us for an afternoon of good food and up close views of
the big cats who call Big Cat Rescue home. The festivities of
this 4-hour experience may include: Some of Tampa's finest food
trucks, enrichment demonstrations, face painting, photo booth,
and exploring the sanctuary at your leisure.

For details and tickets go to:
bigcatrescue.org/safari-days/

DONATIONS
Received

Tedford Rose $100
K. Brazil $100
$100
Heather Brett $100 Bruce Korman $100 Monica Roy $100
Jan 1st - Mar 31st Barbara Brooks $100 Stephanie Kostezak Natalie Rubin $100
Michael Rudahl $100
Kristina Canizares $100
$100
$100-$199
Eric Capellari $100 Roland Lajoie $100 Arwen Russell $100
Juan Schoemaker
Melissa Breach $175 William Lewis & Kathy David Landwehr
$100
Castor
$100
$100
St Michael's Episcopal
Elaine Seckler $100
Carla Cozart $100
Matthew &
School $167
Kelly Smith $100
Dawn
Danko
$100
Fiona
Lane
$100
Sylvia Smith $155
Jill Soltis $100
John
Deering
$100
Soili
Lehrer
$100
Kasha Blair $150
Nina DeNardo $100 Danielle Leslie $100 Paul Squires $100
Kim Bouck $150
Anthony
Diggle $100 Deborah Lohnes Forrest Stanley $100
Karel Carnohan $150
Leverett Stone $100
Marcia
Ditieri
$100
$100
Robin Connor $150
Dawn & Kevin
Kathleen Cornelsen $150 Gretchen Doane $100 Carol Long $100
Stoppello
$100
Hannah
Donaldson
Christopher
Lowe
Peter Freeman $150
Patty
Stowe
$100
$100
$100
Leslie Gersho $150
Suncoast
Jaguar
Car
Robert
Donato
$100
Leslie
MacDonald
Dana Girard $150
Club $100
Andrea Dupuis $100
$100
Andrea Lee $150
Donna
Sutton $100
Snezana
Durich
$100
Kathryn
MacleodWilliam Molloy $150
Marilyn
Sydow $100
Paul
Dvorak
$100
Nichols
$100
Sheila Morgan $150
Marlee Obringer $150 Michael Edleson $100 Merle MacNab $100 Sandy Tang $100
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